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Rec ycling victory: Electronic waste bill finally law

Coalition calls for moratorium on natural gas drilling

The Atlantic Chapter of the Sierra
Club and more than 20 local and
regional organizations called on

the state Legislature in May to enact
an immediate moratorium on high-
volume hydraulic fracturing (HVHF,
or hydrofracking), the technology
required to extract natural gas from
the Marcellus Shale.

They were joined by State Assem-
blyman Steve Englebright (District
4), who, together with Senator Jo-
seph Addabbo (District 15), has intro-
duced moratorium legislation sup-
ported by the coalition (bills A10490
and S7592).

Assemblyman Englebright stated
that New York should follow the say-
ing “Look before you leap — con-
sider the issue carefully, cautiously,
and objectively.” Assemblywoman
Barbara Lifton (District 125), who
has introduced legislation to
strengthen the role of municipalities
and liability for damage related to
hydrofracking, said that she and oth-
ers “would be swayed by real studies
that protect our land, water, and
health.”  Actor and Sullivan County
resident Mark Ruffalo also spoke in
favor of a moratorium, telling legisla-
tors that they are “a firewall between
communities and disaster.”

Hydrofracking poses a danger to

public health and drinking water due
to the large amounts of hazardous
chemicals used in drilling and
present in the wastewater generated
by drilling. “Fracking” has been
linked to health problems and water
contamination in other parts of the
country. The technology also uses
high levels of water from surface and
groundwater sources.

The coalition emphasized that the
New York Department of Environ-
mental Conservation (DEC) could
issue hydrofracking permits as early
as 2011, but current gas drilling regu-

lations pre-date the use of the tech-
nology in shale formations like the
Marcellus. There are more than two
dozen bills related to gas drilling —
from testing of water to capping
abandoned wells — that lawmakers
have not responded to or enacted.  A
moratorium on hydrofracking would
allow the time for the Legislature and
communities to address complex

drilling issues in a responsible way.
“For over a month, the nation has

watched in horror the environmental
catastrophe in the Gulf of Mexico,
where drillers were allowed to cut
corners on safety and an accident
was considered unlikely,” said Bruce
Ferguson of Catskill Citizens for Safe
Energy.  “Hydrofracking has never
been permitted in New York and
shouldn’t be if it harms citizens and
communities.”

The coalition pointed out that the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) recently launched a study of
hydraulic fracturing and drinking
water safety, which is expected to be
completed in 2012; it would yield the
first comprehensive, peer-reviewed
findings on the technology’s impacts.
In addition, the Supplemental Ge-
neric Environmental Impact State-
ment (SGEIS) on Marcellus Shale drill-
ing released by the DEC last fall was
widely considered insufficient with
regard to safeguards for people and
the environment; oversight and en-
forcement; assessment of cumulative
impacts if a large number of wells
were to be permitted; analysis of the
chemicals and fluids used in
hydrofracking, and other factors.

“The EPA, the union representing
the DEC’s own scientists and techni-
cians, diverse organizations, and thou-
sands of residents across the state
found the SGEIS seriously flawed,”
said Wes Gillingham of Catskill
Mountainkeeper. “The gas industry
remains exempt from federal laws
designed to protect public health and
water and air quality. New York has a
tremendous opportunity to do better
by slowing the rush to drill and en-
suring that the rights of its citizens
are respected and its natural re-
sources protected.”

The Legislature has passed legisla-
tion that creates the first-ever
electronic waste (e-waste) recy-

cling program for New York, and one
of the nation’s strongest.

This action is the culmination of
three years of negotiations, and will
require electronics manufacturers to
take back discarded electronic waste
from state residents at no cost. Key
components in the program will
help ensure its success at keeping
toxic electronics out of landfills and
incinerators, where they pose a risk
to public health.

The electronics waste recycling
bill will:

• Require product manufacturers
to be responsible for safe disposal
and recycling of electronic equipment.

• Cover a broad scope of prod-
ucts, including televisions, computer
monitors, computers, keyboards,
mice, printers and cables.

• Allow for free e-waste recycling
for a wide range of consumers, in-
cluding individuals, schools, munici-
palities, small businesses, and small
non-profits.

• Create strong collection stan-
dards that give manufacturers lati-
tude to create collection programs
that fit their specific business model

so long as they collect a sufficient
amount of waste each
year.

Electronic devices are
made with a variety of
toxic components, in-
cluding heavy metals like
lead, mercury, and cad-
mium, PVC coatings that
can release highly toxic
dioxins and furans, and
toxic flame retardants
that also release dioxins
and furans when burned
and are neurotoxic
themselves. Although e-waste cur-
rently represents less than 2% of the
municipal waste stream nationwide,
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency has estimated that it is re-
sponsible for as much as 40% of the
lead found in landfills.

In a separate measure, the Legisla-
ture also increased fees on industrial
hazardous waste generators and
changed the fee structure such that
there is a direct connection between
the amount of waste generated and
the fee paid. It creates clear incen-
tives for generators to find ways to
reduce their hazardous waste. It was
the first time these fees had in-
creased since their creation in the

1980s. This not only serves as a
source of revenue
to protect the envi-
ronment from a
sector of the eco-
nomy that causes
environmental dam-
age, but acts as a
toxic use reduction
incentive to further
inspire businesses
to go green.

“These victories
are bittersweet, as

they came as part of a flawed pro-
cess that included separate and quiet
negotiations on part of the state’s
environmental budget, which was
driven by the desire to have state
parks open for Memorial Day week-
end,” said Roger Downs, the Chapter
conservation manager. The resultant
bill included significant cuts to the
Environmental Protection Fund.

“Still, the E-waste bill not only
protects the environment but also
drives product innovation,” said
Downs. “The more responsibility
electronics manufacturers have for
recycling their products, the more
motivated they will be to design
computers and televisions that are
durable, easy to recycle and less toxic. ”
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Looking for information on impor-
tant conservation issues and how to
get involved?  Outings, or who to
contact in the Chapter?

Then go to our Chapter website,
www.newyork.sierraclub.org, for up-
to-date information on Chapter ac-
tivities.  You will find links to the na-
tional Club and our New York Groups,
which also provide a wealth of infor-
mation on conservation issues.

Can’t wait for the new Sierra At-
lantic to be left in your mailbox? To
read it a few weeks earlier,  go to our
Chapter website.  The website also
archives the Sierra Atlantic, a valu-
able reference source.

If you have comments, questions
or suggestions regarding our website,
contact webmaster@newyork
.sierraclub.org.

Stay informed; visit
Chapter’s website

Moratorium gains
momentum; see page 5.
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Message from the Chair
by Susan Lawrence

We need wise decision-makers to protect our environment

On Earth Day Lobby Day this
year, Governor Paterson told
those of us gathered in the well

of the Legislative Office Building that
his proposed 34 percent cut ($500
million) in the Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation budget for
2010-11 was “not a policy decision.”

Was it instead a political decision,
a strategic decision, or a decision
that plants and animals don’t vote?
If the Legislature approves a budget
with such drastic cuts, it will con-
tinue a practice going back many
years that hamstrings the ability of
DEC to meet its mandates under  law.

Crippling the DEC
It seems that the Legislature will

support these devastating cuts in the
2010-11 budget. DEC, already short
800 staff from cutbacks in previous
years, now faces drastic cuts in
nonpersonal service funds that will
cripple its efforts to prevent air, land,
and water pollution. For example,
Environmental Advocates has issued
reports on huge backlogs of overdue
inspections for air and water permits
which, in the long run, will cost all
stakeholders much more in environ-
mental, health, and cleanup costs.
This unfortunately reflects over and
over the lack of wise decision-mak-
ing in the short and long run.

EPF slashed — again
Over the past few years, the state

budget keeps going backwards, with
more and more cuts to the Environ-
mental Protection Fund (EPF), in-
cluding a 33 percent cut (from $210
million to $148 million) proposed in
Governor Paterson’s 2010-11 budget.
Was this a policy decision, political
decision, strategic decision, or a deci-
sion that funds for wilderness preser-
vation, drinking water infrastructure,
waste reduction and many other
projects are just not that important?

As I am writing this, the Legisla-
ture and governor have reached
agreement to fund the EPF at $134
million. The Legislature stopped the
governor’s attempts to sweep an-
other $110 million from the EPF for
various purposes and fund new pro-
grams with EPF funds, including state
parks.  Other state funds will open
the parks and EPF programs will re-
main intact, including open space
preservation. The state has already
swept $500 million from the EPF and
failed to restore it for critical programs.

Ignoring drilling’s true impact
The Atlantic Chapter and other

environmental organizations have
decried the failure of the DEC’s 2009
draft Supplemental Generic Environ-
mental Impact Statement (dSGEIS)
for natural gas drilling to include
cumulative impact analyses.  The
dSGEIS does not identify the cumula-
tive impact of the massive infrastruc-
ture development and of tens of

thousands of new gas wells using
hydro-fracturing horizontal drilling
techniques in the Marcellus Shale,
from the Catskills to Lake Erie.  Was
this decision to ignore cumulative
impacts — contrary to the state Envi-
ronmental Quality Review Act
(SEQRA) and DEC’s own regulations
— a policy decision, a strategic deci-
sion, an economic decision to sup-
port the gas industry, or just a put-
your-head-in-the-sand decision?

Raiding RGGI funds
The governor and Legislature

keep taking hundreds of millions of
proceeds from the Regional Green-
house Gas Initiative auctions, money
raised from the purchase of carbon
dioxide emission allowances by the
electrical power industry.  These
funds intended for energy conserva-
tion, efficiency and renewable en-
ergy are moved to the General Fund
to support other state programs.  Are
these policy decisions, strategic deci-
sions — or what?

These choices reflect a short-term
mentality of trying to cope with cur-
rent budget and economic condi-
tions to the detriment of sustaining
our environment.

The overwhelming consensus of
our scientists and environmental
leaders worldwide is that we must
act decisively and expeditiously to
curb and even adapt to climate
change, or else the environment as
we know today it will be profoundly
changed.

Lester Brown, in his Plan B 4.0:
Mobilizing to Save Civilization
(Earth Policy Institute, WW Norton,
2009), says the world must work
hand-in-hand simultaneously to cut
greenhouse gas emissions, restore
the Earth and eradicate poverty.  In
formulating its Millennium goals, the
United Nations declared that we
must eradicate poverty and provide
adequate food and water for the
world’s population while simulta-
neously protecting the environment
from catastrophic change.  The lack
of global action to curb greenhouse
gas emissions at the climate change
talks in Copenhagen last December
reflects the crying need for nations
and other stakeholders to expand
their thinking and make wise deci-
sions together.

I have been reading The Art of
Woo: Using Strategic Persuasion to
Sell Your Ideas (Penguin Books,
2007).  The authors, G. Richard Shell
and Mario Moussa of the Wharton
School’s Strategic Planning Work-
shop, take readers through a step-by-
step process to show how important
it is to see the big picture, to under-
stand the thinking of those we want
to woo, and engage them in wise
decision-making.  We can use this
approach in our wooing public offi-
cials and other stakeholders to make
wise decisions on budgets, legislation
and regulation. We need more lead-
ers like President Lincoln and U2’s
Bono, who have successfully prac-
ticed “the art of woo.”

Our Sierra Club Grassroots Orga-
nizing Training Manual helps us
plan how to woo on a comprehen-
sive basis.  We are advised to care-
fully “frame” our message so we not
only get our points across but also
make decision-makers receptive to
our message.

This fall’s elections for the U.S.
Congress, governor and other
statewide offices will provide
many opportunities to sell our
ideas, to educate candidates, stake-
holders, and voters about the need
for wise decision-makers in public
office who will work hard to pro-
tect our environment. The Sierra
Club endorses pro-environment
candidates for public office and
works to get them elected all
across New York. We need your
help to do so in 2010.

-800

— John Muir

DEC, already short 800 staff,

faces drastic cuts in the face

of huge backlogs of air and

water permit inspections

which, in the long run, will

cost much more in health

and environmental costs.

E X P L O R E ,  E N J O Y  A N D
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The Spill and the ‘climate’ bill: both dirty dead ends

Digital delivery of Sierra Atlantic?
Chapter needs your e-mail address

For budgetary reasons, the
Chapter’s Executive Commit-

tee has passed a resolution asking
members to provide their e-mail
addresses in anticipation of the
possibility of partial electronic
distribution of the Sierra Atlantic.

Specifics of electronic distribu-
tion had not been developed at
press time but the Chapter will
need members’ e-mail addresses
to implement any plan that may
be approved at its next meeting.

Under one scenario, one of the
four annual issues of the Sierra
Atlantic would be distributed by
e-mail to all “registered” members

who request this option. If you
look forward to each issue of the
Sierra Atlantic to learn about criti-
cal environmental issues in New
York, please make sure your e-mail
address is registered: visit our
website publications page (http://
newyork.sierraclub.org/
publications.html) and select  “Sub-
scribe me to the Sierra Atlantic
online.”

Your e-mail information will re-
main confidential. Your e-mail ad-
dress will be added solely to a Si-
erra Atlantic distribution list. You
will not be subscribed to other
Sierra Club e-mail lists.

by Moisha Blechman

Two recent events have taken
place that threaten life and
the vitality of the biosphere.

The first is the oil spill in the Gulf
of Mexico. This would not have hap-
pened if the Gulf were off limits to
oil drilling; if the Administration had
not specifically encouraged offshore
oil extraction, including the formerly
closed East and West coasts; and if
President Obama and Interior Secre-
tary Ken Salazar had not approved
leniency on safety regulations for
underwater oil extraction.

Offshore drilling continues in
many places, new sites are proposed
even as Obama promises a morato-
rium, and there is no word of a ban
on offshore drilling.

I have not heard that any of our
elected federal officials oppose these
policies.

This is true even as the horrific
pollution is shutting down one of
the most productive fisheries in
North America, and some of the
toxic ill effects may reach the far
corners of the globe.  Worse, British
Petroleum (BP) is compounding the
catastrophe by spraying highly toxic
chemicals with the intention of dis-
persing the oil slick. But this is a cos-
metic solution designed to fool the
public and keep it from experienc-
ing the oil itself.  There is fear that
these chemicals not only increase
the pollution but, through hurricane-
strength storms, will deliver these
toxics to the entire eastern United
States with devastating consequences.

The former “climate” bill
The second recent event that

threatens your life and the vitality of
the biosphere is the long awaited
climate bill introduced by Senators
Kerry and Lieberman which, appro-
priately, no longer has the word “cli-
mate” in the title. Tellingly, it is called
the American Power Act.

The 21-page description of the
contents of the bill does not include
a high-sounding mission statement
about the need to abandon fossil
fuels as rapidly as possible, reduce
consumption, or concentrate subsi-
dies in the development of off-grid

solar energy.  There is no statement
about the state of the atmosphere or
the oceans. It mentions the “risk of
climate change” instead of acknowl-
edging that it is here and having seri-
ous negative impacts around the world
that threaten to go out of control.

Instead, the act jumps right into
the encouragement of nuclear power
as a primary approach to future en-
ergy, and continues by creating
mechanisms to ensure offshore drill-
ing. The act assumes that carbon cap-
ture and storage technology for coal-
fired power plants on the scale
needed is feasible, and devises ways
to compel the EPA and other agen-
cies to devote themselves to this quix-
otic endeavor. There is no mention of
phasing out coal-derived energy.

When it comes to renewable en-
ergy, the word solar is not used.  Al-
though loans would be available to
support this market, no dollar
amounts are mentioned. In contrast,
nuclear development would receive
billions.  The act does say it should
establish a Clean Energy Technology

Fund and that it would promote
United States leadership in this area.
But U.S. policy has already, willfully,
lost that edge to China.

The American Power Act is riddled
with assumptions about energy tech-
nologies, or emissions and reduction
strategies such as offsets, that strike
me more as game playing for profit
than serious attempts to restore the
atmosphere. It does not consider the
one proposal that has a chance to
turn things around — some form of
direct carbon taxation.

I can only conclude that The
American Power Act is the U.S.
government’s road map to climate
dysfunction and disintegration. I
would call it the International Sui-
cide Pact. It’s neither intelligent nor
sincere, but does assure the fossil
fuel and nuclear industries decades
of profits.

Yet various environmental organi-
zations are calling it a “climate bill”
instead of the power act it is, and are
discussing the necessary  “tweaking”
to make it good enough to endorse.
They are so eager to endorse a bill

that they are overlooking its funda-
mental flaw that no amount of ad-
justment will overcome: the com-
plete absence by the Senate of the
intent to reduce fossil fuel emissions
enough to halt the rapid march to an
overheated planet and an acidic dead
ocean.  These environmentalists are
not understanding that intentions
foretell outcome. We will not get the
bill the planet requires with a tweak
here and a tweak there. Activists
need to remember that it is not a
question of what we want, but what
the planet requires.

All nations have a legitimate stake
in a climate bill and should be cry-
ing, “foul!” It would make sense for
them to condemn the American
Power Act and shame the U.S. Senate
into writing the climate restoration
bill the world is waiting for.

Why is that not happening?
Where is the media outcry over the
Gulf’s BP geyser and an ongoing off-
shore drilling policy?  Where is the
public pressure?

A good part of the answer is uni-
continued on page 4

by Dan Miner

The spreading oil spill from the
Deepwater Horizon oil rig is a
vivid reminder of the risks of

offshore drilling, but a closer look at
why offshore drilling is so compel-
ling in the first place will show why
we must reduce our dependence not
just on deep-water oil, and foreign
oil, but on all oil.

At the beginning of the oil age, in
the late 1800s, vast oil deposits just
below ground level were easily
found and tapped. BP isn’t drilling
5,000 feet under the sea, and 30,000
feet further under the ocean floor,
just to demonstrate its mastery of the

Response to the Gulf fiasco: curb all
oil use  before coming supply crisis

continued on page 8

world’s most advanced oil prospect-
ing technology.  The fact that deep-
water oil drilling is taking place at all
reveals that all the easily accessed oil
has already been found. It is a sign of
desperation.

Advocates of “drill, baby, drill” pre-
tend that deep sea oil can provide
more than a sliver of our future en-
ergy needs, but the U.S. Dept. of
Energy’s Energy Information Agency
(EIA) has already reported that off-
shore drilling can yield up to
200,000 barrels per day in 20 years
— about 1% of America’s needs.

In a 2009 presentation, EIA’s Glen
Sweetnam revealed that the agency
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Governments failing – it’s time for action on 10/10/10

by Jessica Helm, Conservation Chair

Conservation Action

F irst came the Step it Up cam-
paign in 2008, calling on Con-
gress to reduce emissions 80%

by 2050.  Two years later, most ver-
sions of energy legislation use this
figure as a baseline, but in the in-
terim, ice melt at the poles is hap-
pening ahead of schedule.

In 2009, the International Day of
Climate Action generated poignant
images of people around the globe
calling on world leaders to reduce
carbon dioxide concentrations to
350 parts per million (ppm). Since
then, carbon dioxide in the atmo-
sphere has risen from 387 to 392

ppm, and critical international cli-
mate negotiations have been pushed
off to 2010 or beyond.

It is clear that governments are
not prepared to rescue the world’s
population from the trajectory of
climate change — at least not in the
near future. Instead, we will have to
rescue each other. Instead of calling
for action, we will take action. On or
around October 10, work parties will
plant, build, paint, install, insulate,
replace, take down, and in a thou-
sand other ways reduce the carbon
footprint of our surroundings.

In the months leading up to 10/

10/10, we can inspire each other to
plan, to brainstorm, even to begin to
implement some of the many pos-
sible opportunities — even take up a
challenge to reduce our greenhouse
gas emissions by 10% in 2010
(www.1010global.org).

Have an elderly neighbor with a
drafty house? Offer to bring a caulk
gun, weather stripping and pipe
wrap, and get to work. Check out
www.preservationnation.org/issues/
weatherization/ for more info.

Holding a bike repair workshop
can keep bicycles out of landfills
while supporting clean transportation.

versal climate illiteracy.  Even the big
environmental organizations are not
acting as if they understand that at
392 ppm of CO

2
 in the atmosphere,

as exists now, the planet is reacting
with temperatures that shut down
photosynthesis more and more of
each year. This is an ongoing erosion
of the foundation supporting all spe-
cies. Understanding this tells you that
the 21st century is likely to be char-
acterized as the century when the
biosphere starved.

It’s time to learn the basics
of climate function

For at least the past 10,000 years,
and probably much longer, the planet
had a steady state climate due to the
Earth’s having established an energy
equilibrium called “radiative balance.”

The planet receives energy from
the sun in the form of heat and radi-
ates the excess heat out to space.  It
is easy to understand that it is essen-
tial to maintain radiative balance and
that nature has established complex
systems for doing it. Gatekeepers in
the atmosphere are a critical compo-
nent in the control of that radiative
balance. The gatekeepers are green-
house gases; they include water va-
por, nitrous oxide, methane and car-
bon dioxide (CO

2
). Changing the

number of gatekeepers changes the
amount of heat that is either kept at
the Earth’s surface or that radiates
out to space.

If the planet has established a sys-
tem for maintaining the right number
of gatekeepers to steady temperature
control, we cannot come along and
change that number.  We can’t keep
adding more and more CO

2
 and other

greenhouse gases and expect to have
a healthy planet in good working
order.  The tolerance for change up or
down is called sensitivity.

A responsible and wise civilization
would understand that it is crucial to
know the parameters of that sensitiv-
ity.  It would declare that our primary
security function is devising a civiliza-

tion that would not push the bound-
ary of that sensitivity. It should be
universally recognized that maintain-
ing radiative balance is the most im-
portant endeavor of mankind.

For a while there was a question
about how much sensitivity there is
to specific numbers of gatekeepers,
or greenhouse gases in the atmo-
sphere. That question has been an-
swered by Earth’s reaction to the
increased number.  At the present,
the temperature increase over the
pre-industrial average temperature is
0.8°C.  That amount exceeds what is
healthy because feedbacks, or non-
human induced releases of green-
house gases, have been activated.
This is like turning on the spigot and
then being unable to turn it off.

 At 0.8°C the spigot is on, and we
have begun to flood the atmosphere
with more greenhouse gases than is
the result of burning fossil fuels.
Since that flow is independent of
human activity, temperatures will
continue to rise no matter what we
do. Unless, that is, we can not only
turn back the clock on greenhouse
gas creation, but also remove the
excess portion of the gases already in
the atmosphere.  A tall order, and a
complicated one.

This situation can be expressed in
actual numbers that are undisputed.
At the moment, the most pivotal
greenhouse gas is carbon dioxide.
This is why carbon dioxide is mea-
sured — it’s the defining gas deter-
mining radiative balance and the
planet’s temperature. Before humans
started to burn fossil fuels, the num-
ber of CO

2
 molecules, or parts per

million (ppm), were at 275 ppm.  To-
day that number is over 392 ppm of
CO

2
 and growing more rapidly each

year.  This is the stuff of a real life
horror story.

Because the 0.8°C temperature
increase has melted the permafrost
and peat deposits, the formerly bur-
ied methane gas is exposed and be-
ing released to the atmosphere.
Methane is far more powerful at trap-

ping the heat that would otherwise
have radiated back to space. We now
have the double problem of increas-
ing CO

2
 production through in-

creased industry, and the beginning
release, independent of human activ-
ity, of stored methane in the sea and
across all of Canada and Siberia. In
the future, the measurement of meth-
ane in the atmosphere may become
as important as that of CO

2
.

There are other important factors
in nature’s plan for the maintenance
of radiative balance. One is ice. Ice
reflects the sun’s rays into space. The
lack of ice reverses that action. In-
stead of all the waters and soils that
were once covered by snow and ice
reflecting energy, they are now ab-
sorbing it.  Here we see that a change
created by higher temperatures itself
creates higher temperatures. This is
another feedback situation. It is why
the ice cover we had just 200 years
ago is essential for maintaining
steady-state climate. We need to get
the ice back.

The 392 ppm of CO
2
 in the atmo-

sphere would have been much
higher except that the oceans served
as a sink for CO

2
.  They have ab-

sorbed so much CO
2
 that it has al-

tered their basic chemistry. Our
oceans have become acidic to such a
degree that they are close to dissolv-
ing the shells of corals and shellfish.
This sets off a chain of inhospitality
for all ocean life. If we are to have a
future with life in the oceans, we
need to immediately reverse the
trend and bring the ocean chemistry
back to its pre-industrial state.

The oceans have also absorbed
much of the heat which is beyond
the ability of corals and many fish to
tolerate, and at the same time guaran-
tees many more — and more violent
— storms. It should be noted that
2009 was the warmest year on
record, and that January through April
2010 surpassed that and is the warm-
est on record.

An organization called 350.org has
tried to tell the world that it is essen-

Cities are typically hotter than the
countryside in the summer.  Fewer
trees means less shade and more sun,
and all that sunshine is absorbed by
the paved streets, stone, and brick
buildings which store, then radiate,
heat, even after the sun goes down.
Plant trees, shrubs, wildflowers, or
even rooftop gardens to bring a little
cool to your city!

Teams with the New York City
Group have been painting the town
white since last year. White roofs
reflect the sun rather than absorb it.
(Think about how hot blacktop gets
versus concrete.) Recommended by
Nobel laureate and U.S. Secretary of
Energy Steven Chu, painting a roof
white can significantly reduce the
cooling costs for an entire building,
and beyond. Get together with
friends, a bucket of white paint and
some big brushes and go to town!
(For details, see the NYC item in
Group Roundup, page 12.)

For more ideas, planning tools,
and to register, go to www.350.org.

tial to remove 42 ppm of CO
2
 from

the atmosphere.  Climate scientists
are now certain that 350 ppm will
not restore radiative balance and
that we probably need to reduce the
CO

2
 to a number as low as 320 ppm,

the content we had in 1960.
Or should the goal really be the

pre-industrial carbon content of the
atmosphere: 275 ppm of CO

2
? While

we may not have a precise answer, it
is certain that neither offshore drill-
ing, nor any of the proposed legisla-
tion in Congress, addresses the envi-
ronmental wreckage wrought by the
Industrial Age. Unless our policy-
makers take climate science seri-
ously, we are all victims.
Moisha Blechman chairs the Chapter’s
Global Warming Coordinating Commit-
tee and the Publications Committee.

continued from page 3

The Spill and the ‘climate’ bill:  both dirty dead ends
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Albany Update

by Roger Downs, Chapter Conservation Program Manager

Moratorium on gas drilling gains momentum

Recently, a prominent Demo-
cratic senator found his confer-
ence room in Albany packed

with citizens urging him to support a
moratorium on hydraulic fracturing,
the controversial natural gas extrac-
tion technique under review.

The senator told the crowd that
he understood New Yorkers’ con-
cerns about drilling in the City’s wa-
tershed, but that they needed to un-
derstand that this was a nuanced
economic issue for Upstate, where
opposition to drilling is limited and
the pressure to drill is growing. He
then asked if anyone present was
from upstate New York. Every hand
in the room went up.

The 2010 legislative session has
reflected this misconception of an
upstate/downstate dichotomy on
hydrofracking; where there is inter-
play between doing what is right for
the environment, and an overblown
fear of the pro-drilling minority’s
impact on the fall elections. Opposi-

tion to hydrofracking is more univer-
sal across New York than the debate
in Albany suggests, but the industry
has magnified the voice of leasehold-
ers through expensive ad campaigns
and high-powered lobbyists.  The
result, at the very least, has been
timid legislative action.

Case in point: more than two
dozen bills dealing with this new
wave of drilling have been intro-
duced in the Assembly, but only a
few have a Senate match.  To date, no
hydrofracking related legislation has
made it onto a committee agenda in
the Senate, and Assembly action on
bills may be too late in the 2010 ses-
sion to have a meaningful impact.

Beyond unfounded electoral fears,
many legislators have defended inac-
tion by declaring that they do not
want to prejudge the outcome of the
current DEC study, known as the
Supplemental Generic Environmen-
tal Impact Statement (SGEIS) on
High-Volume Horizontal Hydraulic
Fracturing. Preemptive drilling re-
strictions from the Legislature, in
their view, before the finalization of
these new DEC permit conditions,
may not create a stronger regulatory

environment — just a more confus-
ing one.  But as time runs out on the
session calendar, there seems to be
little awareness that the DEC intends
to issue permits before the begin-
ning of the next legislative session,
cutting the Assembly and Senate out
of the discussion.

On April 14, officials with DEC
announced before a group of busi-
ness leaders that the entire process
of reviewing hydrofracking, includ-
ing permits, would be finished in
2010.  This would mean that drilling
rigs would be moving into New York
before the Legislature has a chance
to review the SGEIS and fix gaps in
protection or regulatory authority.

To add to the inappropriate pace
of the DEC’s permitting time frame,
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) has just begun its own formal
investigation of hydraulic fracturing,
but the results of its two-year com-
prehensive analysis will be available

long after drilling is to commence in
New York.  This is especially unfortu-
nate, since these federal findings
could profoundly inform the way
drilling is approached in New York
and avoid catastrophic results.

The obvious solution is to slow
things down until all the science is
in and the Legislature has time to
make informed decisions on drilling.

To this end,  Assemblyman Steve
Englebright and Senator Joseph
Addabbo have introduced a bill
(A10490/S7592) that will establish a
moratorium on “fracking” until 120
days after the EPA finalizes its report
on its impact on groundwater and
freshwater. This will give us that op-
portunity to integrate the EPA’s criti-
cal findings with New York’s own
review and give the Legislature time
to fix, through statute, what cannot
be done through regulation.

The Atlantic Chapter has been
leading the effort to see this morato-
rium through, and we have been
joined by more than two dozen
other grassroots groups that have
come from all over the state to lobby
in Albany. Several upstate county leg-
islatures, including those in Tompkins,
Cortland, and Sullivan counties, have
passed resolutions in favor of the
moratorium.  At the time of this writ-
ing, the bill has 14 co-sponsors in the
Senate and 39 in the Assembly.

Anything can happen at the end
of the legislative session, but we are
confident that there are enough
senators and assemblymembers who
understand the urgency of the situa-
tion and will support what is a rea-
sonable action: a moratorium that
will give us more time for science
and safeguards.

The DEC has announced that its
controversial SGEIS environ-
mental review will not apply to

watersheds with Filtration Avoidance
Determinations (FADs).  This would
include the watersheds supplying
drinking water for New York City
and Syracuse.  Instead, applications
to drill in these FAD watersheds will
require a case-by-case environmental
review process separate and re-
moved from the current SGEIS review.

The Atlantic Chapter believes that
there is no legal basis under the State
Environmental Quality Review Act
(SEQRA) for the DEC to eliminate
key FAD watersheds halfway
through the process. The department
may have come to the correct con-
clusion that all watersheds deserve
strong protection, but that determi-
nation must be grounded in the final
findings of the SGEIS and not estab-
lished in a vague press release out-
side of the SEQRA process.  While
we support the notion of environ-
mental impact statements for indi-
vidual gas wells, we believe that it
should be a requirement for every
drill permit — not just in the FAD
watershed areas.

What is really at play here is that
the DEC has committed to issuing
drilling permits by the end of 2010,
but it still does not have a handle on

Will separate drilling review make
New York City water any safer?

As time runs out , there seems to

be little awareness that the DEC

intends to issue permits before

the next legislative session,

cutting the Assembly and

Senate out of the discussion.

Group Chairs
Finger Lakes  Kate Bartholomew, 607-228-7371,

kbarthol@watkinsglenschools.org

Hudson-Mohawk  Virginia Boyle Traver, 518-322-0950,
virginiabt28@hotmail.com

Iroquois  Martha Loew, 315-492-4745, mloew@twcny.rr.com

Long Island  Shawn Kilmurray, 631-669-1175, shawnk@rocktheearth.org

Lower Hudson  George Klein, 914-941-2505,  lowerhudson@gmail.com

Mid-Hudson Joanne Steele, 845-338-0300, sierraclubjoanne@gmail.com

Niagara  Bob Ciesielski, 716-634-3394, rmciesie@yahoo.com

New York City  Dan Miner, 917-310-2924, danminer@licbdc.org

Ramapo-Catskill  Stanley Mayer, 845-342-3997, mayerstanley@hotmail.com

Rochester Deb Muratore, 585-385-9743, deb.muratore@hotmail.com

Susquehanna  Julian Shepherd, 607-722-9327, jshepher@binghamton.edu

how to prevent the water contamina-
tion, spills, and accidents experi-
enced in other states. The draft SGEIS
still needs to substantively address
cumulative impacts, wastewater treat-
ment, air quality, chemical disclosure
and many other issues that will re-
quire a formal rulemaking process.
The DEC is simply running out of time.

Dropping FAD watersheds from
the study reduces the department’s
workload and removes some of the
DEC’s powerful critics, who may
now believe their drinking water is
protected. But the separate review
process may, in the long run, not re-
sult in “drill free” watersheds after all.

As it stands now, energy compa-
nies can apply for drilling permits in
FAD watersheds and DEC has little
basis to reject applications, even with
site specific environmental impact
statements. While the first few appli-
cations to drill in the watershed will
be exhaustive, time-consuming and
expensive, the following hundreds of
applications will merely use that pro-
cess as a template to fast-track per-
mits through. Without a strong and
SEQRA-compliant guidance docu-
ment and strict regulations to protec-
tive our water, air and land, no New
Yorker should feel comfortable with
drilling moving forward.

— Roger Downs

You can sign up for Atlantic
Chapter “action alerts” to take ac-
tion on legislation and other key
issues. Send an e-mail to:
listserv@lists.sierraclub.org, with
the message

“Subscribe ATL- ACTION
ALERTS@LISTS.SIERRACLUB.ORG”
Include your first and last name.
You can make a difference from
your home by taking action via
phone, e-mail, or letter.

Join the Action
Alert listserve
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wolves, cougars and a high density of
grizzlies), hundreds of miles of trout
streams, and about 250 species of
birds, Glacier National Park is wild
enough for hardcore backpackers,
yet accessible to day trippers.

In fact, if you stay in one of the
original showplace lodges, you can
settle into a plush wilderness vaca-
tion, as oxymoronic as it sounds. That
is what turn-of-the-century visitors
expected, and it is still available in
the park — fine food and wine, live
musical entertainment, lake cruises,
etc. Instead of going to Europe for
weeks — one didn’t cross The Pond
by steamship for a long weekend —
visitors were persuaded to “See
America First.”

Three of the most impressive of
the historic lodges were built with
massive timbers, including Douglas
fir 500 to 800 years old, some 50 feet
long and more than three feet in di-
ameter, brought in by rail from Se-
attle. These still stand unadorned in
the lobbies of Glacier Park Lodge,
Lake McDonald Lodge, and Many
Glacier Hotel, whose 30- or 40-foot

Glaciers melting, but national park celebrates its grandeur
by Hal Smith

I ts namesake glaciers are melting,
but there is still plenty to cel-
ebrate at Glacier National Park on

the Montana/Canadian border.
The park is commemorating its

100th anniversary this year, and bask-
ing in the glow of the “Ken Burns
effect.” That is the boost to a tourist
destination that follows when the
documentary filmmaker features it in
one of his PBS television series, the
most recent being a 12-hour tribute to
the national parks,  “America’s Best Idea.”

The film includes ample footage
from Glacier National Park (GNP),
including the unforgettable view
from remote Many Glacier Hotel,
where towering Rocky Mountain
peaks rise above lakes nourished by
the dying ice formations. It is one of
the most spectacular settings in the
world. Like others in the park built at
the turn of the century, the chalet-
style hotel was one of the grandest
in the world, built by a railroad ty-
coon who wanted to transport
wealthy passengers to see “the Swiss
Alps of America.”

Standing on the hotel’s deck, it’s
easy to understand why George
Grinnell, co-founder of the Audubon
Society, called the park the “Crown
of the Continent” in 1908: the cloud-
piercing peaks encircle the land-
scape like the bejeweled points on a
king’s crown. Here, the Continental
Divide bisects the park just as it does
the U.S. In fact, when a raindrop falls
on the summit of Triple Divide Peak,
a span of mountaintop only a few
inches wide can determine whether
the water trickles down to major
rivers that empty into the Pacific
Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico or the
Hudson Bay in Canada. This is an area
that has long been — and still is —
sacred to the native Blackfeet people
who live on a reservation along the
park’s eastern boundary.

In addition to its centennial, the
fourth largest national park in the
Lower 48 states is attracting atten-
tion concerning its melting glaciers.
They had been expected to vanish in
about 20 years due to climate
change. However, last year a re-

Explore, Enjoy, Protect

If you go
For updates on Glacier

National Park centennial
events, go to www.glacier
centennial.org.

For general GNP infor-
mation, call 406-888-7800
or visit www.nps.gov/glac/
home.htm.

For park lodge reserva-
tions and tour information,
call 406-892-2525 or visit
www.glacierparkinc.com.

Whitefish, Montana, is
the gateway to the park
and a popular ski destina-
tion. www.explore
whitefish.com.

Towering Rocky Mountain peaks are part of the spectacular view from a balcony at the remote
Many Glacier Hotel in Glacier National Park.
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searcher for the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey reported that the glaciers are
melting faster than expected and will
be gone in 10 years.

Regardless, officials say the park
will not be renamed because it was
named for the breathtaking topogra-
phy shaped by the glaciers, not the
glaciers themselves. These forma-
tions will endure for eons without
the glaciers. However, glacial moun-
tains, which have been called “the
water towers of the world,” are an
essential part of the park’s ecosystem
and its designation as a World Heri-
tage site.  As global temperatures rise,
snow is replaced by rain, so less wa-
ter is stored in the mountains as ice.
That means less water in the low-
lands during dry months, raising val-
ley water temperature even higher,
which degrades aquatic habitat for
trout, ducks, frogs, etc.

Mammals are directly affected as
well. With less water in the alpine
meadows, that habitat becomes
sparse and the tree line creeps
upslope. This threatens the survival
of foragers, including the park’s
iconic mountain goats, and grizzly
bears, who are primarily vegetarian.

Although fire is a natural part of
forest ecosystems, global warming is
triggering park wildfires that are
more frequent and intense, allowing
invasive species to flourish.

These changes are occurring
slowly and GNP is not in any near-
term danger of losing a special dis-
tinction: two major climate systems
converge in the park. The western
section of the park enjoys warmth
and moisture from the Pacific Coast,
while the Continental east sees more
extreme weather and is cooler and
drier. Also, landforms abruptly
change; the eastern edge of the park
begins on the northern prairie, from
which the foothills rise into the chis-
eled spine of the continent. Inside
the park, on the trail along Avalanche
Creek, an easy hike takes visitors
through the eastern-most edge of the
Pacific rain forest, where 500-year-old
cedars reign over everything in their
shade.

This meeting of weather patterns

and starkly different topography has
created an exceptionally diverse
plant community. And with about
762 pristine lakes (many still un-
named), 700 miles of maintained
trails, peaks up to 10,000 feet, 65
species of mammals (including continued on page 7
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The lobby of Glacier Lodge shows the towering trees used to create the supporting structure of
the lodge.The park lodges were built by the Great Northern Railroad, which constructed the first
rail line across the northern U.S. when one of its engineers found a pass through the northern
Rockies. Amtrak still uses the Great Northern tracks and stops in the park at the same train
stations that received visitors 100 years ago.
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Sierra Club seeks expanded role for our national parks

‘Greener’ summer travel can save money, reduce carbon footprints

Summer vacationers can save
money and lower their contribu-
tion to global warming at the

same time, thanks to a handy travel
transportation guide from the Union
of Concerned Scientists (UCS).

UCS researchers have calculated
the amount of carbon dioxide — the

chief heat-trapping gas — associated
with travel in a variety of modes,
including cars, SUVs, planes, trains,
and buses. Since trip emissions also
depend on the number of passen-
gers traveling, UCS evaluated trip
emissions for solo travelers, couples
and families of four. UCS concluded
that while numerous green travel
options are available, poor travel
choices leave large amounts of car-
bon in a vacation’s wake. For ex-
ample, a poorly planned family-of-
four vacation can result in more car-
bon emissions than are released by
an entire year of the family’s com-
mute to and from work.

While UCS’s analysis is focused on
the environmental impact of vaca-
tion travel, the report does reveal a
number of findings that can help the
budget-conscious traveler:

Off-peak travel.  Americans tend
to favor Friday, Saturday or Sunday
departures for trips, but these peak
travel times result in higher emis-
sions, gasoline bills and ticket prices.
Travelers who plan to arrive and
depart on a trip on Monday through
Thursday can take advantage of
lower airplane fares and avoid week-
end and rush hour highway traffic.
In 2007, airport delays were respon-
sible for 8.5 million metric tons of
carbon dioxide emissions.

Tacking an extra day or two onto
a vacation can help you travel on off-
peak days. That may be easier than
many people think:  Americans let
more than a half-billion days of vaca-
tion go unused every year. Other tips
include using a GPS system with
real-time traffic alerts to save both
time and carbon when driving.
Some GPS manufacturers offer real-
time traffic information with no ex-
tra charge, but others charge a sub-
scription fee for the service. Con-
sumers should consider the addi-

tional value of real-time traffic up-
dates when shopping for a GPS unit.

Consider coach-only flights.
Travelers who plan to fly should con-
sider budget airlines that exclusively
offer coach-class seating. Because
first-class seating takes up more
space than coach seating, the average
first-class passenger on a domestic
flight is responsible for twice as
much heat-trapping emissions as
someone seated in coach. Some air-
lines have eliminated first-class seats.
That can lower a plane’s per-person
emissions 10 to 15 percent and also
allows the airline to reduce its fares.
If traveling alone or with one other
person, vacationers are usually better
off flying direct in coach than getting
behind the wheel of a typical ve-
hicle, especially for trips of more
than 500 miles.

Don’t forget the bus. Motor
coaches are generally the greenest
vacation travel option. Compared
with flying coach, a couple traveling
on a bus will cut their trip’s carbon
dioxide emissions 55 to 75 percent,
depending on the distance traveled.
Compared to even a fuel-efficient
hybrid car, a bus trip would cut a
couple’s trip emissions nearly in half.
Bus travel is much less expensive
than flying and can even be cheaper
than driving. Some bus companies
offer fares as low as $1 each way.

Since there is no single online
resource for booking tickets from
different bus lines, travelers will have
to search for those companies that
serve their departure and destination
cities.  Additionally, many intercity
buses now offer such amenities as
wireless Internet connections and
food service. Besides traveling from
city to city, many tour operators offer
guided bus services through National
Parks, offering a lower-carbon way
for vacationers to appreciate
America’s natural beauty.

Trains let travelers skip in-city
travel expenses. Trains are another
green option, especially those in the
Northeast that run primarily on elec-
tricity.  Trains emit 60 percent less
carbon per passenger-mile than a
typical car with a single occupant.
And compared with a 500-mile trip
on a small jet plane, a train emits
roughly 30 percent less carbon.

Trains also can save vacationers
money when they are traveling be-
tween large cities. Train stations are
often much closer to city centers
than airports, allowing travelers to
avoid renting a car or paying for a
cab or shuttle into town. 

When driving, take more pas-
sengers. More passengers in a car
translates into much less pollution
per person traveling. That is because
a car uses most of the energy from
burning gasoline to move the vehicle
itself.  Additional passengers and lug-
gage do not add that much relative
to a car’s weight. Of course the kind
of vehicle you have will make a dif-
ference. For a given distance of
travel, a large, inefficient SUV, for ex-
ample, emits nearly four times the
amount of carbon dioxide emissions
of a highly efficient hybrid such as a
Toyota Prius. The SUV also uses
nearly four times the amount of gas,
costing that much more at the pump.

by John Byrne

S ince its founding with the cre-
ation of  Yellowstone National
Park in 1872, the National Park

System has grown not just in size but
also in scope.

Initially established to protect ar-
eas of unique natural qualities, it has
expanded to set aside areas that rep-
resent significant historical events,
and to provide recreational opportu-
nities for many areas of the country.
In the 21st century, national parks
need to assume even more important
functions.

For all their spectacle and scenic
beauty, national parks are also repre-
sentative of the world around them
— and affected by the same influ-
ences. Protecting the parks is inextri-
cably bound with protecting the
worldwide environment.

By monitoring the natural ecosys-
tems found in national parks we can
observe how native species are re-
sponding to changes created by cli-
mate change and other human im-
pacts. Fortunately, capable govern-
ment scientists are studying what is
happening in national parks and ex-

trapolating their discoveries to
broader areas outside their bound-
aries. National parks are like the pro-
verbial canary in the coal mine, giv-
ing us an advance warning of what is
to come in the broader world.

Not even half the major natural
areas of the United States are cur-
rently represented in the National
Park System. Further, most of our na-
tional parks are located in the West,
not easily available to much of our

population. The Sierra Club proposes
establishing national parks to
represent each of the rest of the
nation’s ecoregions. That way people
will not have to travel long distances
to experience and enjoy national
parks. By expanding our system of
national parks we can save fossil
fuels and reduce our carbon footprint.

For example, how about establish-
ing a tallgrass-prairie national park? In
addition to preserving a sample of a
vanishing and neglected — and his-
torically important — ecosystem, and
creating park access in a region now
without national parks, it would pro-
vide a unique research location for
this ecoregion and the threats to it.

National parks should also be mod-
els of energy efficiency, of places we
can live in harmony with our natural
world. Facilities in national parks
should be net-zero consumers of
electricity, using solar and (when
properly designed and located) wind
to produce the energy the parks
need. We should be able to enjoy the
wonders of national parks without
generating climate-changing gases.

National parks are also excellent
places to learn about the natural

world. In Great Smoky Mountains
National Park, for example, about
12,000 species are known, and an all-
taxa inventory is expected to bring
this number up to around 100,000,
many not previously known. Such
studies should be expanded to all
parks, including parks that need to be
added to the system, so that we learn
about all the places we live.

National parks should reach out to
our schools and colleges to demon-
strate how the natural world affects
our lives. The Internet and robo-cams
can allow us to visit our national
parks 24/7/365.

The role of our national parks has
changed as we have learned greater
appreciation of our natural world and
its importance to our survival. The
role of the National Park System must
be expanded to help us better en-
lighten ourselves on living in har-
mony with our natural world.

The newly revised Sierra Club
Conservation Policies on National
Parks can be viewed at
www.sierraclub.org/policy/conserva-
tion/natparks.aspx
John Byrne is chair of the Sierra Club
National Parks and Monuments Team.

ceilings and taxidermy decor make
them high-testosterone zones. But, no
matter your gender, the most com-
mon word uttered by guests upon
entering one of these lobbies is, un-
doubtedly, “Wow.”

That exclamation, however, does
not describe the rooms, which are as
small and sparsely furnished as a typi-
cal motel room. Except for the addi-
tion of private baths, rooms remain
much as they were when the lodges
opened. Rates range from about $140
to $170 per night.

Many visitors don’t stay overnight
in the park. Instead, they drive
through on the stunning Going-to-
the-Sun Road, which was built in the
1930s. A masterpiece of both engi-
neering and landscape architecture,
it’s the first road ever designated as a
National Historic Landmark. This nar-
row, twisting, two-lane seasonal road,
chopped from solid rock, crosses the
Continental Divide at 6,600 feet and
is often closed by avalanches. Each
turn in the road presents vistas that
seem to surpass all the others.

Sierra Club founder John Muir,
Teddy Roosevelt and other conserva-
tionists were inspired by the wilder-
ness to establish national parks. Gla-
cier Park, and the others, allow us to
explore pure and primeval America, a
national treasure which belongs to all
of us, rich or poor.
Hal Smith is co-editor of Sierra Atlantic.

continued from page 6

Glacier Park

A poorly planned family-of-

four vacation can result in

more carbon emissions than

are released by an entire

year of the family’s

commute to and from work.
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by  Irene Van Slyke and Diane Buxbaum

The New York City Group of the
Sierra Club has lobbied and
worked  the state’s public au-

thorities for the past five years.  Al-
bany legislators have passed several
authority reform bills, but progress
remains elusive.

The need for public authority re-
form is nowhere more evident than
in Brooklyn, where two large projects
are poster children for what is wrong
when projects fail to include stake-
holders:

• Brooklyn Bridge Park, a develop-
ment for luxury highrises where resi-
dents would pay for the park, in ef-
fect privatizing it, and

• Atlantic Yards, a 23-acre develop-
ment plan for an arena and 17
highrises in the middle of brown-
stone neighborhoods.

Not even local elected officials
have been able to influence the Em-
pire State Development Corporation
(ESDC), the public authority in both
of these plans. It has left us wonder-
ing if the ESDC is acting in the public
interest or promoting developers’
dreams with our tax dollars.

Many Sierrans have been frustrated
by having to participate in sham hear-
ings, fake community consultations,
and advisory committees organized
by the ESDC.  Even though hundreds
of people showed up at hearings for
both projects, the plans were never
amended. Brooklyn Bridge Park now
plans to privatize one small city park,
and one small state park, and has ri-
diculous designs, such as a wetland
on top of a cement pier and down-
right dangerous floating walkways

disapproved by the state Department
of Environmental Conservation,
which denied the permit. The luxury
housing market collapsed and, there-
fore, the whole scheme of financing
the future park is in doubt.

Contrast all this with the story of
the famously polluted Gowanus Ca-
nal in Brooklyn. Members of the NYC
Group’s Gowanus Canal Committee
were elated when, in March, Judith
Enck, regional administrator of the
EPA’s region 2, announced that the
Gowanus Canal would be placed on
the national priorities list of the
Superfund.

The Sierra Club has been a mem-
ber of a coalition of community and
civic groups which united against the
mayor, who opposed Superfund des-
ignation because he felt it would
slow down development. He pres-
sured local elected officials, but most
of them decided to side with commu-
nity residents.

The community coalition gener-
ated 13,000 comments to the EPA,
more than 90% in favor of Superfund
designation. When was the last time
you were at a meeting where the
public cheered for federal bureau-
crats — as they did on March 4, when
the EPA announced the community
had won? It was a hard-fought victory
for all who care about the environ-
ment. Developers won, too. They can
build and know that they can market
apartments next to a clean canal
rather than a polluted one.

Irene Van Slyke chairs the NYC Group’s
Task Force on Brooklyn Bridge Park.
Diane Buxbaum co-chairs the NYC
Group’s Executive Committee.

Rare victory in Brooklyn: community
reins in a NYS public authority

expects oil production from already
existing conventional sources to
peak in 2012, and vaguely pointed to
“unidentified projects” to provide
future growth in oil production.  In
the absence of these “unidentified
projects,” EIA expects global oil sup-
ply to decline by about 2% per year,
from 87 million barrels per day
(mbpd) in 2011 to 80 mbpd by 2015,
while demand rises to 90 mbpd and
declines 2% a year thereafter.  Basi-
cally, the EIA itself has no idea how
production could increase after
2012.

The implication, which environ-
mentalists and climate change activ-
ists urgently need to understand, is
that we will be facing a near-term
decline in oil production, and volatil-
ity in oil prices.  There is a silver lin-
ing to this challenge.  We have to
explain that reducing our depen-
dence on all oil, as quickly as pos-
sible, is not an option.  It’s inevitable.
We can either prepare in advance, or
have it forced on us.

Communications studies show
that framing initiatives as responses
to climate change will likely get
weak public support — but framing
sustainability initiatives as ways to
prepare for that volatility in oil price
and supply can get strong support.

As reported by the Pew Research
Center, the top policy concerns of
the American public are the
economy and jobs, with climate
change at the bottom of the list and
dropping sharply to only 28% of the
American public perceiving it as a

priority.  Climate change is often per-
ceived as an abstract and uncertain
threat, with impacts taking place far
in the future, or in distant places.

Near-term costs and benefits are
more persuasive.  A Columbia Univer-
sity report on climate change com-
munications explains that people are
more likely to make the more sustain-
able choice when clearly shown how
it will minimize their risk of losses
from near-term threats with visible
local impacts.  Many sustainability
initiatives can be reframed as prepa-
ration for higher energy costs to at-
tract broader support — and oil
price increases are likely by 2015 or
before, according to a growing con-
sensus of expert observers and busi-
ness leaders.

Environmentalists should tell gov-
ernment and civic leaders what’s
going on, and urge them to expand
their strategy for promoting sustain-
ability initiatives from one that pri-
marily speaks to climate change and
environmental benefits to one that
also focuses on economic benefits.
That is, both cost savings and buffer-
ing the impacts of oil price shocks.

Global oil production will reach
its maximum levels within five years,
states the UK Industry Task Force
on Peak Oil and Energy Security,
and then go into permanent decline;
and Britain is unprepared for the
coming oil shortages and price
spikes.  “Governments need to ur-
gently, urgently wake up,” said Rich-
ard Branson, CEO of Virgin Group, to
the BBC.

The U.S. military has warned that

surplus oil production capacity
could disappear within two years
and there could be serious shortages
by 2015 with a significant economic
and political impact.

Unlike the effects of climate
change, impacts of higher fuel prices
will be local, near-term, and immedi-
ately evident.  They will include
higher costs for building, heating
homes and transportation (e.g., com-
muting, trucking goods, and operat-
ing police, fire, school and garbage
vehicles). Higher fuel costs will also
reduce discretionary spending and
increase risk of loan defaults.

Government, business and civic
leaders should promote sustainabil-
ity initiatives in ways that will maxi-

mize their public support and par-
ticipation.  These initiatives will
buffer the impacts of inadequately
discussed and increasingly likely
higher fuel prices, will increase resil-
ience in increasingly turbulent times,
and will create green jobs that can’t
be outsourced.

In April, 2008, the Sierra Club’s
New York City Group published a
report about preparing for more
volatility in fuel price and supply.
NYC Council members and many
senior members of the Bloomberg
Administration were notified of its
recommendations, including: (1) re-
vising all City planning and budget-
ing decisions to accommodate po-
tentially higher energy costs; (2) cre-
ating contingency plans for price
spikes; and (3) promoting sustainabil-
ity initiatives as a way of avoiding
rising energy costs.  Since then, the
city governments of San Francisco,
California, Portland, Oregon and
Bloomington, Indiana have published
detailed reports on this topic. See
links to those reports at www.beyond
oilnyc.org.  It’s time for government,
business and civic leaders — as well
as environmentalists — to acknowl-
edge the issue.

continued from page 3

Support Chapter’s Work in NYS
We need your help to maintain the Atlantic Chapter’s most critical

conservation efforts. Your membership dues primarily support the
Club’s national priorities. Your additional support is needed to strengthen
the Chapter’s work in the state Legislature and throughout the state.

Please use the coupon below to send us your donation. Contributions
and dues to the Sierra Club are not tax-deductible; they support our ef-
fective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying efforts. Thank you.

Yes, I want to help the Atlantic Chapter preserve and protect
the environment of New York state. I am enclosing my gift of:

❑ $500     ❑ $250     ❑ $100     ❑ $60     ❑ $35     ❑ Other $______

❑ Check made payable to Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter is enclosed.

❑ Bill to:   ❑ Mastercard     ❑ Visa

Acct. no.________________________________ Exp. date____________

Signature____________________________________________________

Name_______________________________________________________

Sierra Club membership no.____________________________________

Street_______________________________________________________

City__________________________________  State ______ZIP________

❑ Please save paper and postage by not sending me a thank you for

my contribution.
Mail this completed form with your check or

credit card information to:
Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter, PO Box 886, Syosset, NY 11791-0886

A copy of our latest financial report can be obtained by writing to Sierra Club
Atlantic Chapter, PO Box 886, Syosset, NY 11791-0886, or the NYS Attorney General,
Dept. of Law, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.

Gulf fiasco: curb use of all oil before inevitable supply crisis

Dan Miner is chair of the Chapter’s New
York City Group.

Deep-water drilling
is a sign of desperation.

Deep-water drilling
is a sign of desperation.
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by Gerald Davison

Two invasive insects, the emerald
ash borer (EAB) and the Asian
long-horned beetle (ALB), both

from Asia, have recently found their
way to North America, probably
transported accidentally in wooden
pallets.  These two insects together
appear to have the potential to dras-
tically alter the entire character of
our Eastern forests by potentially
eliminating all ash trees and maple
trees from the forests.

There is no way known to eradi-
cate these insects once they are
spread over a wide area.  Therefore
the only way to save our forests is to
prevent the insects from spreading
much beyond the areas that are al-
ready infected.

Emerald ash borer
The EAB, which attacks and kills

all of our several species of ash trees,
was first identified in 2002, in south-
eastern Michigan.  It had probably
been active there for perhaps a
dozen years before being recognized.
Since then it has been spreading
eastward, state-by-state, despite ef-
forts to contain it, until last summer
when it was detected in western
New York (the Randolph area of
Cattaraugus County). It has also
made its way into Canada.

In the southeastern counties of
Michigan’s Lower Peninsula, where
the original outbreak started, the ash
trees are now pretty much history.  It
is likely just a matter of time before
the ash trees are history throughout
the Lower Peninsula. Other states
face a similar situation; for instance,
Ohio has a bulletin out on the eco-
nomics of salvaging ash trees.

The EAB has been spreading by
leapfrogging 50 or 100 or more miles
at a time.  This is thought to be the
result of human transport of fire-
wood and perhaps, in one instance,
of transport of logs to a sawmill.
When left to its own devices, the

Two invasive insects threaten radical change in Eastern forests

insect is believed to spread naturally
only perhaps one mile per year from
light infestations and perhaps 6-10
miles per year from heavy infestations.

Asian long-horned beetle
The ALB attacks and kills our sev-

eral species of maple trees and has
made its way into urban areas of the
United States several times, first de-
tected in 1996, in Brooklyn.  Until
recently, these urban outbreaks were
successfully contained and elimi-
nated by removing and burning all
infected trees in the relatively small
infected areas.

However, in 2009, a large, previ-
ously unrecognized infestation cover-
ing about 70 square miles was dis-
covered in Worcester, Massachusetts.
Apparently the 70-square-mile area is
largely urban, but also includes some
natural forest area, which is giving
scientists their first opportunity
(conclusions not yet drawn) to see
how this insect will behave in Ameri-
can forests.

The expectation is that, once it
gets into our forests, the ALB will
attack and kill all of our several spe-
cies of maple trees.  It is also known
to attack birch, elm, poplar, willow,

• Don’t transport firewood over any significant distance. It is impos-
sible to tell by looking at it whether a piece of firewood is infected. It is
currently against the law in New York to transport firewood more than
50 miles.  The DEC wanted a tighter limit than that, but the Legislature
would not go along.

• We need more eyes out there, aware of and able to recognize these
insects when outbreaks occur, whether in the deep woods or in your
own neighborhood.  If you write to the NY State DEC at the address be-
low and enclose a self-addressed, stamped, return envelope they will send
you a couple of wallet cards with photos of the EAB and ALB that you can
carry to compare with any strange insects that you come across.  These
cards are a bit large for some wallets, but you can trim them down to fit
without losing anything significant.

EAB and ALB Info
NYS Dept of Environmental Conservation
Emily Kurth — Div. of Lands & Forests
625 Broadway
Albany, NY 12233
There is no need to enclose a note; the top line of the address tells

them what to send. Make your return envelope business-size (91/2-inch)
and, in addition to the wallet cards, they will send you a couple of infor-
mative flyers.

Any suspicious insects found should be reported to DEC’s In-
vasive Insects/Firewood Hotline:  866-640-0652.

ash, and black locust.  The ALB infes-
tation in Worcester is thought to
have been there, unnoticed, for the
past 15-20 years.  Actually, the resi-
dents apparently noticed the insects
but did not recognize that they were
anything out of the ordinary that
needed to be reported.

Since the detection of ALB in
Worcester, the U.S. Dept. of Agricul-
ture (USDA) has been making every
effort to eradicate it there.  An esti-
mated 25,000 trees have been cut
down and converted to wood chips.
A lot is riding on this effort.  A USDA-
APHIS (Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service) flyer (Program Aid
No. 1655) says:  “[The ALB]... has the
potential to cause more damage than
Dutch elm disease, chestnut blight,
and the gypsy moth combined, de-
stroying millions of acres of
America’s treasured hardwoods...”

Current status
Insecticides are not practical for

stopping the spread of either insect.
Insecticide can be used on yard
trees, but it has to be injected under
the bark, and even then it is often
not successful.

Researchers have found some in-
sects that will prey on the EAB, but
they only slow the spread — they
won’t stop it.How You Can Help

What does the future hold?
I believe that the scientists study-

ing these insects would pretty much
agree on the following three points:

• We need more education of the
public.

• We need more inspection of
cargo at the points of entry.

• We need more research money.
There is still a good chance that

the ALB can be contained locally if
the effort to combat the Worcester
outbreak is successful.  However, in
the case of the EAB, the horse is al-
ready out of the barn.  It is spread
over a wide area and cannot be con-
tained locally.

Even if the efforts to limit the
spread by firewood transport are
successful, the natural spread of a
few miles per year will continue. In
the absence of any research break-
through, there is still a chance that
the eastward spread of the EAB
could be stopped by a clear-cut of
(just) the ash trees in a band a few
miles wide in advance of the march
of the EAB.  If not cut, these trees
would shortly be killed by the EAB
anyway.

Gerald Davison, a member of the Mid-
Hudson Group, chairs the Chapter’s
Sustainable Forestry Committee.

Report any suspicious insects you find to the DEC’s
Invasive Insects/Firewood Hotline:  866-640-0652.

Chapter calls for ExCom nominations

The Atlantic Chapter Executive Committee (ExCom) sets Sierra Club con-
servation policy in New York state and administers the Chapter.  Some
ExCom members are chosen by their local Groups. Others, the at-large

delegates, are elected by the Chapter membership statewide for two-year
terms.  This fall’s election will fill four at-large seats.

If you are interested in running for one of these seats, please let the Nomi-
nating Committee (NomCom) know by July 22.  Send your name, address, and
membership number to: Nominating Committee, Sierra Atlantic Chapter, P.O.
Box 886, Syosset, NY 11791-0886, or by e-mail to bobbie.josepher@sierraclub.org.
Please include a statement about your qualifications and reasons for running
to help the NomCom decide whether to nominate you.  The NomCom will
notify you by July 29 if they are nominating you as an at-large delegate.

Anyone not nominated by the Nominating Committee can become a candi-
date by filing a petition signed by at least 50 members of the Chapter. Let the
Nominating Committee know you are interested in running.  Anyone who sub-
mits his or her name by July 22 will be guaranteed a response from the Nomi-
nating Committee by July 29.  The deadline for filing petitions to be a candi-
date is Sept. 5.  The Nominating Committee has the option until Sept. 5 to
nominate more candidates.  The deadline for all candidates to submit the
final version of their ballot statements is Sept. 5.

The emerald ash borer has been leapfrogging 50-100 miles eastward at a time.

The Asian long-horned beetle has the potential
to cause more damage than Dutch elm
disease, chestnut blight, and the gypsy moth
combined.
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Climate initiative gives you a chance to sponsor a wild place — the Adirondacks!

Niagara
Group focuses on ‘fracking,’ nuclear waste cleanup, solar legislation

More than 50 citizens attended a Niagara Group open meeting in February,
featuring Pennsylvania attorney Paul Schmidt, who spoke on mega-
hydrofracturing for natural gas in his state.  The practice has led to the destruc-
tion of drinking water wells and the chemical pollution of creeks.  The Group
has been instrumental in commencing a lively discussion of the issue in the
Buffalo News.

Buffalo Senator Antoine Thompson has taken a group of representatives to
view the destruction caused by mega-fracking in Dimock, Pennsylvania.
Group Conservation Chair Larry Beahan has led hearings concerning the pro-
tection of Allegany State Park from drilling, and is actively promoting legisla-
tion to protect the park.

After several years of hearings, projects and lobbying for a full cleanup of
the West Valley nuclear waste site, the Department of Energy has announced a
phased-in plan with the removal of only one to two percent of the nuclear
waste, with a 10-year delay in deciding what to do with the remaining waste.

The Group is strongly supportive of state feed-in tariff legislation to wean
NYS from coal, oil, natural gas and nuclear dependency.  Proposed renewable
energy bills for solar and other types of energy will build an alternative energy
industry and create jobs.  Several pieces of legislation concerning energy and
the reduction of greenhouse gases by the year 2050 have been posted on the
Group’s website, with requests to our members to write letters of support.

The efforts of the Group to develop updated wetland maps of Niagara and
Erie counties has helped the DEC implement new maps for the Town of
Amherst and City of North Tonawanda.

Our annual awards dinner honored environmental attorney Richard Lippes,
Margaret Wooster, former executive director of Great Lakes United, and
Gretchen White.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services’ Michael Goehle spoke
about invasive species in the Great Lakes.

BOB CIESIELSKI

Rochester
Annual forum spotlighted transitioning to sustainable communities

The Rochester Regional Group held its 12th annual forum in April.  This
year’s theme was Transitioning to Sustainable Communities and included guest
speaker Tina Clarke, a consultant for the Sustainability Institute and a certified
“transition towns trainer.”  In addition, more than 50 environmental organiza-
tions were represented at the event, allowing them to interact with attendees
and raise awareness of their causes.

Tina Clarke’s speech had a remarkable impact on audience members.  At-
tendees who were previously unaware of the transition movement, which fo-
cuses on raising awareness of sustainable living and building local resilience,
reported feelings of empowerment and motivation.  Many stated that they will
begin taking steps to get their own communities involved in the movement.

The forum ended with discussion groups on many topics, including trans-
portation, energy, green jobs, community/spirituality, recycling/waste, water,
and food.  Group members proposed some great ideas on how the Rochester
region can “go green” in each area.  Some participants are now working to turn
those ideas into reality.

It was inspiring to witness how many people in the Rochester region truly
want to make a difference.  The fact that forum discussions are now turning
into active attempts to better local communities is the truest measure of the
forum’s success.

by Roger Gray

The Adirondacks have finally
made it to the national Sierra
Club website!

Next time you’re browsing the
Internet, try this: (1) Go to the Sierra
Club main webpage, (2) Click on
Goals, (3) Click on Resilient Habitats,
(4) Click on Adirondacks to Acadia
(the photo of the nice little lynx).

If you haven’t already noticed, the
Sierra Club has drastically restruc-
tured its environmental initiatives
into a Climate Recovery Agenda to
better address global warming. The
agenda has six main elements: Be-
yond Coal, Clean Energy, Green Trans-
portation, Resilient Habitats, Limit
Greenhouse Emissions, and Safeguard
Communities.  The Club’s former wil-
derness campaigns have now
morphed into the Resilient Habitats
campaign, which takes us back to the
Adirondacks.

The strategy of the Resilient
Habitats campaign is to focus not
only on protecting the large core
wild area, or “landscape scale areas”
as we used to call them, but also to
begin to look at corridors connecting
the large core areas.  The corridor
concept has been embraced by a
wide array of environmental

organizations as a way to mitigate
the effect of a warming climate on
sensitive species that need to move
to more suitable habitats. The
Resilient Habitats campaign
spotlights ten fragile ecosystems:
Greater Everglades, Gulf Coast,
Quetico-Superior, Greater
Yellowstone, Greater Grand Canyon,
Sierra Nevada, the California Coast,
the Pacific Northwest, the Arctic, and
(ta-da!) Adirondacks to Acadia.

Our Chapter’s Adirondack Com-
mittee has begun working with Si-
erra Club chapters in Vermont, New
Hampshire and Maine to build sup-
port for wildlife corridors which will
link the Tug Hill Plateau with the
Adirondack Park with the Green
Mountains with the White Mountains
with the Maine Woods (Acadia).

The first corridor we’re looking at

continued from page 12

with other local Groups is the Split
Rock Wildway, which could be a cor-
ridor from the Adirondack High
Peaks to Split Rock Wild Forest to the
Green Mountains in Vermont. (More
on this in future issues.)

Our request:  If you follow all the
“clicks” outlined above and find your
way to the “Adirondacks to Acadia”
webpage, you may notice a heavy
emphasis on the Maine Woods. Now
this is a very important wild area to
protect, no doubt about that. But, just
so the Sierra Club folks in San Fran-

cisco don’t forget about the
Adirondacks, please join with the
Adirondack Committee and click
(one last time) on the “Sponsor the
Adirondacks” link, and take whatever
action suits your interests.  Let’s
show the folks at Sierra Club national
how much we care about the
Adirondacks.  You can also contact
the Adirondack Committee at hmk-
adirondacks@newyork.sierraclub.org.
Roger Gray, a member of the Hudson-
Mohawk Group, is co-chair the Chapter’s
Adirondacks Committee.

At a meeting in Albany on March 20, and in subsequent telephone confer-
ence call meetings, the Atlantic Chapter ExCom took up some of the congres-
sional races in New York state.  Deciding on a Sierra Club endorsement is nor-
mally a joint effort between the Chapter and the National Political Committee,
so that local and national factors are considered.

The ExCom also considered possible electronic distribution of the Sierra
Atlantic and extended the contract for the editors, Hal Smith and Dorinda
White, for another year.  The Chapter honored staffer Bobbie Josepher for
more than 20 years of excellent service as Chapter coordinator.

On conservation matters, the ExCom adopted two motions relating to state
parks, urging state lawmakers to keep all state parks and historic sites open,
and opposing any additional sweeping of funds from the Environmental Pro-
tection Fund.  The ExCom also took practical steps toward pursuing two im-
portant Chapter conservation goals, by establishing a gas drilling account for
tax-deductible contributions and by supporting litigation aimed at closing the
Indian Point nuclear plant.

Click on the “Sponsor the

Adirondacks” link… Let’s

show the folks at Sierra Club

national how much we care

about the Adirondacks.

There’s nothing like learning about na-
ture, exploring our wild places or giving
back to them through service trips with
fellow Sierrans. New York’s Groups offer a
great variety of activities for fun while ex-
panding your understanding or helping pro-
tect the trails we use. For an up-to-date list of
Sierra Club outings, go to http://
newyork.sierraclub.org/outings.html.

There, you can also subscribe to the
Chapter’s Impromptu Outings listserve. For
more information or to volunteer as a leader,
e-mail Don Pachner at wildplaces@verizon
.net or call evenings at 914-234-6618.

Get Out There

O U T I N G S  •  O U T I N G S  •  O U T I N G S

Group Roundup

Executive Committee Report
by James Lane, Secretary
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Windsurfing bugs fly high ‘gnat’-urally

by Betsy Naselli

I t is the height of summer and to-
matoes are everywhere! Whether
you grow your own, have a neigh-

bor who leaves them on your door-
step the moment you step away from
home, or find them at the local
farmer’s market, tomatoes are all
around you. And, do you remember
back in January when you desper-
ately wanted a tomato on your salad
and bought something at the grocers
that tasted like cardboard? Nothing is
better than tomatoes in season!

Furthermore, Dr. Mehmet Oz says
that we should eat a serving of
cooked tomatoes three times a week,
so there is no excuse for not taking
advantage of the abundance of toma-
toes right now. Put them in your sal-
ads, cook them into sauce, dry them,
can them, but please do something
to enjoy the just-picked delicious-
ness of fresh tomatoes.

Nutritional information
Scientists are finding out that it is

the array of nutrients included in
tomatoes, including, but not limited
to, lycopene, that gives it so much
health value.

This carotenoid (lycopene) found
in tomatoes (and everything made
from them) has been extensively
studied for its antioxidant and can-
cer-preventing properties.

Lycopene has been shown to help
protect not only against prostate, but
breast, pancreatic and intestinal can-
cers, especially when consumed
with fat-rich foods such as avocado,
olive oil or nuts. (This is because
carotenoids are fat-soluble, meaning
they are absorbed into the body
along with fats.)

For the most lycopene, choose
organic! In fact, organic ketchup
delivers three times as much of the

You say tomayto; I say tomahto. Either way, it’s loaded with lycopene

C all them gnats, biting midges or
black flies, their season has ar-
rived in the Northeast. Yesterday,

one flew a suicide mission into my
right eye. You probably don’t know
this about gnats, but the altitude
record for a gnat is 11,000 feet. It
was established in the 1980s by a
gnat that was flying, or drifting, over
Talulah, La. when it ran into Glick
and his flying machine.

On that day, P.A. Glick was flying a
mission unequaled in the annals of
entomology. Determined to conduct
the first intensive study of the atmo-
sphere as an agent of insect distribu-
tion, the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
entomologist had decided the only
way to do so was to meet the bugs in
their own medium. His strategy was
inspired — placing insect traps be-
tween the wings of a bi-plane, zoom-

cancer-fighting carotenoid, lycopene,
as non-organic brands.

Tomatoes and broccoli — two
vegetables separately recognized for
their cancer-fighting capabilities —
are even more successful against
prostate cancer when working as a
team in the daily diet, shows a study
published in Cancer Research.

Here are a few recipes to get you
started.  A couple are raw for those
hot days when you don’t want to
heat up your kitchen with cooking.

Pita Pizzas with Tomatoes
and Broccoli Florets

2 pita pocket breads
homemade or other pesto
2 large or 4 small tomatoes, prefer-

ably plum or paste tomatoes, organic
if possible

broccoli florets
non-dairy mozzarella cheese
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Split pita pockets so you have four

flat breads. Spread with a small
amount of pesto. Top pesto with
thinly sliced tomatoes and broccoli
florets separated into bite sized
pieces. Top with non-dairy cheese.

Place in oven until the cheese is
melty and the ingredients are warmed
through, about 10-15 minutes.

Fresh Chipotle Salsa
4 to 6 fresh tomatoes, plum or

paste preferably, organic if possible
1/2 medium red onion
1 to 2 t. chipotle in adobo sauce,

pureed*
1 fistful fresh parsley or cilantro,

chopped (about 1 C)
1 fresh mango or peach
juice of 1 lime
salt
Chop everything together on a

cutting board, throw it in a bowl,
sprinkle it with salt (try one of my
herbal salts from the last issue for
another flavor layer) and squeeze
lime juice over it all. I think salsa is
better not made in a food processor,
but if this means you won’t make it
at all, by all means employ the ma-
chine—just don’t puree it smooth. It
should be chunky.

* Buy a can of chipotle in adobo
sauce in the Mexican section of the
grocery store, puree it all and keep it
in a small glass container in the re-
frigerator. That way you have it on
hand to spice up anything on short
notice. I love it mixed with non-dairy
mayo for dipping artichokes or as-
paragus, or for spreading on a wrap-
per for roasted veggies.

Straw and Hay with
Tomato Sauce

Straw and Hay is typically an Ital-
ian dish made with spinach and regu-
lar linguine, but I prefer to make a
raw version using zucchini and yel-
low squash, and surprise! — they

also happen to be prolific at the
same time as tomatoes!

2 each medium to large zucchini
and yellow squash, thinly julienned,
leaving the center with seeds for the
compost pile or chickens if you are
fortunate enough to have either

Tomato Sauce (from RawSome)**
1/2 C sun-dried tomatoes, soaked

for 2 hours
3 dates (pitted), soaked 20 minutes
4 large tomatoes
3 T extra-virgin olive oil
1/4 C chopped fresh basil
2 cloves garlic
1 T fennel seeds
1 t sea salt
Combine all ingredients in a food

processor and pulse until well mixed
but still chunky.

Tomato Soup (from RawSome)
8 tomatoes, chopped
1/2 C tahini or pine nuts
1/4 C chopped fresh basil
1 t sea salt
1/2 onion, chopped
2 C water
Combine all ingredients in a

blender and pulse until the mixture
reaches the desired consistency
(creamy or still slightly chunky,
whichever you prefer). For a warm
soup, use hot water.

Betsy Naselli owns The Holistic Lifestyle
Company in the Syracuse area.
www.TheHolisticLifestyleCompany.com
The Atlantic Chapter encourages you to move
toward a plant-based diet to protect the environ-
ment, human health and wildlife, and to make
better use of natural resources. To learn more and
receive more recipes, contact the Biodiversity/
Vegetarian Outreach Committee at
LDESTEFANO3@twcny.rr.com, (315) 488-2140 ,
5031 Onondaga Rd., Syracuse, NY 13215-1403 or
go to www.newyork.sierraclub.org/. Click on “Con-
servation” at the top. On the left, see “Environmen-
tal Issues.” Click on “Biodiversity/Vegetarian Out-
reach.”

ing into the bug-filled yonder and
recording creatures captured at spe-
cific heights.  “There goes Glick,” the
locals would say, watching the ento-
mologist putter down the Talulah
airstrip. “Off catching bugs again.”

Sometimes soaring two miles high,
other times skimming the treetops,
Glick blistered the Talulah tarmac
with a record-setting 1,314 bug-
catching missions. He flew at night
and in daylight; in every phase of the
moon; in midday heat and morning
fog. Each time he bumped back
down, the unflappable Glick emptied
his traps and recorded insects inter-
cepted at the altitude he was flying
that day. The results proved astound-
ing. Answered once and for all was
the question: If you are a bug and get
caught in the wind, how far and how
high can you go?

The reply: Very high. Very far. Glick
found book lice at 1,000 feet, mos-
quitoes at 5,000 feet, flower thrips at
10,000 feet, and, yes, a lone gnat at
11,000 feet — 30,033 specimens in
all, including 24 species previously
unknown to science.

Not only did Glick trap flying in-
sects, he nabbed wingless, totally
flightless ones. Worker ants, spring-
tails, fleas — there they were at alti-
tudes up to 11,000 feet, drifting
about as flotsam in an atmospheric
ocean that could carry them hun-
dreds of miles. With Glick’s studies in
hand, agriculture department ento-
mologists felt better able to under-
stand an insect phenomenon that
had plagued them for decades: the
ability of pestiferous insects to hitch
rides on the wind in one state and
fall from the sky in another.

Such was the case in June, 1938,
when a few million grasshoppers
hopped a southeast wind on the
North Dakota/South Dakota border,
landed in eastern Montana a few
days later and began eating every
leaf in sight. Two weeks after that
they were gnawing their way
through Saskatchewan.

How did they make such good
time? The answer comes from two
sources: the North Dakota Agricul-
tural Experiment Station, confirming
the presence of brisk 90-degree
winds from the southeast during
their invasion, and a Northwest Air-
lines employee who observed the
grasshoppers cruising toward Saska-
toon at between 7,000 and 11,000
feet. On the wings of a tailwind, they
had floated through spacious skies,
sailed over purple mountains’ maj-
esty and plopped down in amber
waves of grain.

I wish the gnats would do that —
decide one day to go up, up and
away. They won’t. They’re too mun-
dane. That 11,000-footer was a fluke.

Naturalist Rick Marsi, a member of the
Susquehanna Group, is a journalist,
public speaker and leader of eco-tours.
His book of favorite nature columns is
Wheel of Seasons, available at
www.rickmarsi.com.  ©2010 Rick Marsi
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Wheel of Seasons
by Rick Marsi
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Mid-Hudson
Hinchey plan would bring National Park Service to Hudson River Valley

We co-sponsored, with Save the Lakes, an appearance by Congressman
Maurice Hinchey (D-NY), who is promoting his bill (H.R. 4003) to bring the
National Park Service (NPS) to the Hudson River Valley. In order for the Valley
to become part of the NPS, a congressionally-authorized study must be con-
ducted. H.R. 4003, which passed in March, would authorize such a study from
Fort Edward in Washington County down through Westchester County.

Hinchey’s bill outlines specific guidelines to ensure that the NPS study rec-
ognizes the assets of the Hudson River Valley.  These guidelines require the
NPS to closely examine park unit models, in particular national river and recre-
ation areas, as well as other landscape protection models, that:

• encompass large areas of non-federal lands within their designated boundaries;
• foster public and private collaborative arrangements for achieving NPS

objectives, and
• protect and respect the rights of private landowners.
No forced land acquisition activities would be permitted. Designation as a

unit of the NPS would dramatically increase the level of funding and attention
that the NPS could invest in the region. Historic sites would be eligible for
new aid, local communities would be able to more effectively protect natural
resources, and recreational resources, such as trails, would be enhanced.
Hinchey and his bill were enthusiastically received.

    Our chair attended an April meeting on zero waste presented at Vassar
College by Prof. Paul Connett (St. Lawrence University) and organized by Joel
Tyner, Dutchess County legislator and chair of its environmental committee, to
inform the public about the waste incinerator in the county. Participants dis-
cussed New York’s goal for counties to recycle 40% of solid waste. Ulster
County is currently at that level; however, Dutchess is at 7%. The discrepancy
may be due to the implementation of waste incineration in Dutchess. Our
chair, Joanne Steele (845-338-0300), is seeking Sierra volunteers to work with

her and Joel on a new zero-waste effort. Joel has already named us “Zero-Heroes.”
    Our annual (more than 30 years) tag sale, a big fundraiser, is scheduled

for September 25; we will again sell household items, books, CDs, DVDs, toys,
sporting and camping goods and other useful items that people care to donate.

JOANNE STEELE

Iroquois
Green infrastructure forum, Gasland showcase keep Syracuse hopping

For years our Group fought the construction of a sewage treatment facility
on the south side of Syracuse as an environmental justice issue, an unneces-
sary expense, and a poor solution to the problem of combined sewer over-
flows into Onondaga Lake.  We lost the fight for the first one, but there were
three more facilities on the drawing board.  Thanks to the efforts of Atlantic
States Legal Foundation, led by Samuel Sage, and the cooperation of a new
county executive,  a green infrastructure plan was put in place to capture the
rainwater before it overloads the sewers.

This May, our annual Iroquois Environmental Forum focused on green infra-
structure. It was one part of the extensive education and planning that are
going on countywide to make this approach work. So, we may have lost the
first fight, but the end result will be more trees, gardens, rain barrels and a
cleaner community.

Our hydrofracking efforts were highlighted in June at the Palace Theater in
Syracuse, where we presented the award-winning film, “Gasland,” followed by
Q&A with the director Josh Fox — whose mother, by the way, is a Sierran.  We
kept Josh busy with television, print media, and elected officials as he traveled
from Cortland to Syracuse and then back to Ithaca. The showing in Ithaca was
planned for the same weekend as the Chapter Excom meeting in Trumansburg.

At the end of June, we will repeat our recycling education and program at
the Corporate Challenge, a huge running event at Onondaga Park.  This is a
messy, long, hard day, but a rewarding effort.

MARTHA LOEW

 Lower Hudson
Activists face off against desalinization  project

Activists in Rockland County are fighting a water desalinization proposal by
United Water which would sit just across the river from the Indian Point
nuclear plant.

Activists in Westchester are continuing to oppose a proposed parking ga-
rage just outside the Westchester County Airport, which constitutes de facto
expansion. The airport is three blocks from the Kensico Reservoir, which sup-
plies clean, unfiltered drinking water to most of NYC and Westchester, 9 mil-
lion people in all.

Also in Westchester, we are supporting LORAX, a group fighting utility Con
Ed’s clearcutting of trees and other vegetation near electrical transmission and
distribution lines.

GEORGE KLEIN

New York City
Volunteers needed for white roof painting and urban gardening

The NYC Group is creating new urban volunteer opportunities, suitable
both for environmentalists and all concerned citizens. In addition to sending e-
mails or calling politicians, members can take personal action to make NYC
more sustainable.  Members are encouraged to get outdoors and meet other
Sierra Club members while painting roofs white and working in gardens. Last
year, our Group partnered with NYC’s Cool Roofs program — a green initia-
tive to reduce energy costs, greenhouse gas emissions, and local temperatures
— by coating the roofs white. Thirty NYC Sierrans helped in painting more
than 100,000 square feet of traditional black roofs with highly solar-reflective
white paint. This summer’s program aims to paint 1 million square feet of
roofs. So we need a lot more volunteers! No prior skills or experience is
needed.  All volunteers are provided with training on the project and safety
instructions. To register or for more information, contact John Kolp at 212-400-
8230 or e-mail jlkolp@yahoo.com.

NYC Cool Roofs is also seeking non-profit facilities willing to have their
roof painted to lower summer air conditioning needs and lower energy bills.
Since labor is the biggest cost in these projects, nonprofits with lots of friends
willing to pitch in can save a lot of money quickly. Sierra Club will help neigh-
borhood organizations recruit local volunteers.

We’ll be organizing specific Sierra Club weekend volunteer days at some of
the City’s urban gardens and farming projects.  No experience needed.  For e-
mail updates of scheduled events, contact Stephanie Corrado at 917-421-9719
or Stephanie.corrado@gmail.com.

Our Group is also inviting civic groups and leaders to jointly organize sus-
tainability events in their communities. We will link several co-sponsors and
several presenting partners, through one or more events, to be promoted lo-
cally, through existing neighborhood networks. Partners now onboard include
NYSERDA, Con Edison, GrowNYC, and Solar 1, who will tell residents about
the immediate benefits their programs offer: lower energy costs, green jobs,
higher quality of life, and better health. To start one in your neighborhood, con-
tact Dan Miner at 917-319-2924 or beyondoilnyc@yahoo.com, or
www.nyc.sierraclub.org.

DAN MINER

continued on page 10

Group Roundup
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