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by Bill McKibben

Try to fit these facts together:
• According to the National Oce-

anic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, the planet has just come
through the warmest decade, the
warmest 12 months, the warmest six
months, and the warmest April, May,
and June on record.

• A “staggering” new study from
Canadian researchers has shown that
warmer seawater has reduced phy-
toplankton, the base of the marine
food chain, by 40% since 1950.

• Nine nations have so far set
their all-time temperature records in
2010, including Russia (111°), Niger
(118°), Sudan (121°), Saudi Arabia
and Iraq (126° apiece), and Pakistan,
which also set the new all-time Asia
record in May: a hair under 130°.  I
can turn my oven to 130°.

• And then, in late July, the U.S.
Senate decided to do exactly nothing
about climate change. They didn’t do
less than they could have — they did
nothing, preserving a perfect two-
decade bipartisan record of no ac-
tion. Senate majority leader Harry

McKibben: It’s  getting hot as hell and we’re not going to take it any more
Reid de-
cided not
even to
schedule a
vote on
legislation
that would
have
capped
carbon
emissions.

I wrote
the first
book for a
general
audience
on global

warming back in 1989, and I’ve spent
the subsequent 21 years working on
the issue. I’m a mild-mannered guy, a
Methodist Sunday School teacher. Not
quick to anger. So what I want to say
is: this is f--ked up. The time has come
to get mad, and then to get busy.

For many years, the lobbying fight
for climate legislation on Capitol Hill
has been led by a collection of the
most corporate and moderate envi-
ronmental groups, outfits like the
Environmental Defense Fund. We

owe them a great debt, and not just
for their hard work. We owe them a
debt because they did everything the
way you’re supposed to: they wore
nice clothes, lobbied tirelessly, and
compromised at every turn.

By the time they were done, they
had a bill that only capped carbon
emissions from electric utilities (not
factories or cars) and was so laden
with gifts for industry that if you lis-
tened closely you could actually hear
the oinking. They bent over back-
wards like Soviet gymnasts. Senator
John Kerry, the legislator they
worked most closely with, issued this
rallying cry as the final negotiations
began: “We believe we have compro-
mised significantly, and we’re pre-
pared to compromise further.”

And even that was not enough.
They were left out to dry by every-
one — not just Reid, not just the
Republicans. Even President Obama
wouldn’t lend a hand, investing not
a penny of his political capital in
the fight.

The result: total defeat, no moral
victories.

Now what?
So now we know what we didn’t

before: making nice doesn’t work. It
was worth a try, and I’m completely
serious when I say I’m grateful they
made the effort, but it didn’t even
come close to working. So we better
try something else.

Step one involves actually talking
about global warming.  For years
now, the accepted wisdom in the
best green circles was: talk about
anything else — energy indepen-
dence, oil security, beating the Chi-
nese to renewable technology. I was
at a session convened by the White
House early in the Obama administra-
tion where some polling guru sol-
emnly explained that “green jobs”
polled better than “cutting carbon.”

No, really? In the end, though, all
these focus-group favorites are sec-
ondary.  The task at hand is keeping
the planet from melting. We need
everyone — beginning with the
president — to start explaining that
basic fact at every turn.

It is the heat, and also the humid-
ity. Since warm air holds more water

by Michael Brune

[Editor’s note: Michael Brune,
appointed executive director of the
national Sierra Club earlier this
year, recently visited Dimock, a
small Pennsylvania town on the
New York border. It is a notorious
example of how natural gas drilling
can contaminate drinking water
despite efforts by state regulators.
Deeply moved by what he saw,
Brune wrote the statement below,
which is his first public commen-
tary on the issue. However, the At-
lantic Chapter’s Natural Gas Task
Force does not share Brune’s view
that natural gas is necessary as a
“transitional fuel” on the way to a
clean energy future.]

I ’ve been in New York and Penn-
sylvania in recent days, and I
know how important “fracking” is

to people in these states and others
that sit on what’s known as the
Marcellus Shale — a geological for-
mation that stretches north from
West Virginia. In total, this shale con-
tains what may be the biggest natural
gas deposit in the world.

To extract the gas, companies first
drill deep wells and then use a tech-
nique called hydraulic fracturing —
“fracking” for short.  It’s a process
that injects, under high pressure,
huge amounts of water laced with

Brune visits ruined water  wells,
is moved by PA families’ plight

sand and more than a hundred
chemicals into rock formations deep
under the ground.

Chemicals and water — there’s
your first clue to why people are
alarmed.  A report released by the
Pennsylvania Land Trust recently
showed that there have been 1,435
violations of the state oil and gas
laws in the past 2.5 years — at least
952 of which affect the environment.
That’s more than one a day.

The tiny town of Dimock, Pennsyl-
vania, has more than 60 wells in a
nine-square-mile area. Fourteen fami-
lies have had their drinking water
contaminated with methane gas after
drilling on or near their property.
They’ll probably never be able to
drink the water from their wells again.

Methane in your tap water is both
creepy and dangerous. YouTube clips
of people lighting the water from
their faucets on fire are bad enough.

The gas companies are

operating with the

arrogance of pre-Gulf BP.

Chapter endorses Cuomo
Schneiderman for AG , DiNapoli for comptroller

continued on page 8

Andrew Cuomo

Is natural gas really
cleaner? See page 7.

Endorsements for
local races, page 3.

continued on page 4

Bill McKibben

N
a

n
ci

e 
B

a
tt

a
gl

ia

The Atlantic Chapter is proud
to endorse Andrew Cuomo for
governor, Tom DiNapoli for

comptroller and Eric Schneider-
man for attorney general.  We urge
all our members to vote for them
on November 7.

There is no question that An-
drew Cuomo stands head and
shoulders above the other candi-

dates in his qualifications to be
governor, based on his record and
platform.

As attorney general, Cuomo suc-
cessfully litigated to enforce the
Clean Air Act. He led a coalition of
states in a $4.6 billion settlement
requiring American Electric Power
to upgrade its power plants, dra-
matically cutting emissions — the
single greatest reduction of air pol-
lution stemming from the enforce-
ment of the Clean Air Act.

Cuomo delivered on his prom-
ise to enforce the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency’s declaration
that greenhouse gas pollutants
threaten public health and welfare.
He pushed for implementation of
New York’s car emission standards
and continues to oppose coal-fired
power plants that rely on outdated
pollution controls.

The Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral is working hard to stop the
relicensing of the aged and pollut-
ing Indian Point nuclear power
plant. He successfully litigated
against toxic waste polluters and
against shipping companies dis-
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Message from the Chair
by Susan Lawrence

Focusing on our Atlantic Chapter priorities

W ith this fall’s elections at the
state and federal levels, we
have many opportunities to

support candidates who will act to
protect our environment—candi-
dates who will say no to the crisis
mentality used to justify devastating
cuts to environmental programs and
inaction on critical environmental
legislation due to the slow economy
and government deficits.

In the state Senate, we need many
more senators who have the courage
to vote on a nonpartisan basis for the
environment.  Instead, year after year
the Assembly, alone, passes essential
legislation to curb greenhouse gas
emissions, foster renewable energy
and accomplish other high-priority
conservation goals. Only rarely does
the Senate break its partisan gridlock
to vote for priority legislation such as
green jobs through housing retrofits
and a moratorium on new gas drill-
ing permits for hydrofracking.

For this fall’s elections, please take
an active role. Make phone calls, leaf-
let neighborhoods, speak at public
forums, donate to campaigns, and
vote. Don’t let the nay-saying, do-
nothing candidates win. Recognize
and support those candidates who
will fight for our environment and
ask others to do so.

Strategic planning for victory
Our Atlantic Chapter activists and

small staff work hard to educate pub-
lic officials, other stakeholders and
the public about our positions on
conservation issues, legislation, regu-
lations, and public funding.  We need
to persevere to achieve key out-
comes, such as the closure of dirty
coal-fired power plants.

This means that our Sierra Club
leaders—both at the Chapter and
Group level—need to use the tools
of strategic planning on a regular
basis.  The national Club’s board of
directors has approved a priority
framework,  the Climate Recovery
Partnership campaigns, focused on
curbing greenhouse gas emissions
and coping with associated change,
while protecting our precious natu-
ral resources. (Go to http://Clubhouse.
SierraClub.org for information.)

Since we are a non-profit organiza-
tion with hundreds of activists, there
is a tendency at the Atlantic Chapter
and Group levels for each of us to do
our “own thing” without always see-
ing the big picture and getting the
most “bang for the buck.” Strategic
planning can enable us to more
wisely use our resources and accom-
plish our objectives. We will gain
strength through more opportunities
for meaningful engagement of our
members.

As grassroots activists, we not only
need to look way ahead to identify
major issues and strategize about
how to work on them, but we also

need to be ready to hit the ground
running when quick action is
needed.

One of our major initiatives over
the last few years is to protect our
natural resources from “fracking” tens
of thousands of natural gas wells.
Thanks to the power of our
grassroots activism, the natural gas
rush has been slowed, allowing de-
bate and a regulatory review to take
place. A year ago, who would have
predicted that the state Senate would
overwhelmingly vote for a morato-
rium on drilling? Our Gas Drilling
Task Force, chaired by Rachel
Treichler (working with staffer Roger
Downs and about 50 members), has
been a major force for making a dif-
ference on this issue.

Donating for Chapter victories
Your generous donations directly

to the Atlantic Chapter are critical to
making our victories happen.  In
2010, the national Sierra Club made
deep cuts in funds shared with chap-
ters from members’ dues and other
sources, and the cuts will continue
for the foreseeable future.

In response, the Chapter Execu-
tive Committee approved a 2010
budget reducing expenses in many
areas, including conservation and
administration, while sharing funds
with the regional Groups. The
ExCom decided to use up to
$100,000 of our rainy-day reserves
to keep the Atlantic Chapter oper-
ating on a bare bones level.  It de-
cided to fill a longtime vacant staff
position in our Albany office, bring-
ing the total Chapter staff to 2 1/2
and to continue printing and mail-
ing the Sierra Atlantic four times
annually to members.

We are making great strides in
quickly informing our members
about key issues and ways to take
action at low costs.  The Chapter is
using more on-line media tools (new
website, Convio and Action Alert e-
mails).  We are working to use more

“social media” tools to provide in-
stant information to and among
members.

Somehow with a much smaller
staff than the other major environ-
mental organizations in New York,
coupled with hundreds of dedi-
cated grassroots volunteers, the
Atlantic Chapter accomplishes a
lot each year.  To keep doing this,
without using up our rainy day re-
serves within the next few years,
the Atlantic Chapter needs to raise
about $100,000 more a year than
we do now with our March Appeal
letter to all members and our year-
end appeal letter to generous past
donors.

Your donations to the Atlantic
Chapter at any time of the year
are most welcome.  If you donate
directly to the “Sierra Club Atlan-
tic Chapter,” this gives the Chap-
ter the f lexibility to use the
funds for staff and activist lobby-
ing, administrative costs, and ef-
forts to elect pro-environmental
public officials. You can also
make a tax-deductible donation
to the Sierra Club Foundation
specifying “Atlantic Chapter” on
the memo line, which will direct
your donation to our conserva-
tion and litigation work.

I have been writing columns
emphasizing the Chapter’s need
for greatly increased donations.  I
wish that this was not necessary.
But to accomplish our many priori-
ties—including protecting natural
resources from gas drilling, enact-
ing legislation to place caps on
greenhouse gas emissions, foster-
ing renewable energy and energy
conservation and efficiency, greatly
reducing our hazardous and solid
waste, and protecting critical habi-
tat areas—we sorely need generous
donations.  Thank you for any
amount you can donate to enable
our dedicated volunteers and staff
to accomplish our environmental
victories.

Niagara Group Chair Bob Ciesielski speaks at a press conference in Albany in support of a bill
sponsored by Senator Antoine Thompson, far right, that would extend the state’s de facto
moratorium on gas drilling. Sierrans, along with many other activists, played a key role in
getting the bill passed with unusually strong bipartisan support.
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Rochester, state  preserve last
two undeveloped Finger Lakes

Chapter  endorsements for  U.S. , state seats
The Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter was in the final stages of its endorsement

process at press time. There are more to come. Please look to your local
Group newsletter or the Chapter’s website (http://newyork.sierraclub.org/)
for a complete list of candidates in your area. Candidates have been carefully
screened. The Atlantic Chapter believes these endorsees will best represent the
environment. We encourage you to vote for them on November 2.

continued on page 9

U.S. Senate
Kirsten Gillibrand
Charles Schumer

U.S. Congress
CD-1 Tim Bishop
CD-2 Steve Israel
CD-4 Carolyn McCarthy
CD-5 Gary Ackerman
CD-6 Gregory W. Meeks
CD-7 Joseph Crowley
CD-8 Jerold Nadler
CD-9 Anthony D. Weiner
CD-11 Yvette D. Clarke
CD-12 Nydia Velazquez
CD-13 Michael McMahon
CD-14 Carolyn B. Maloney
CD-16 Jose Serrano
CD-17 Eliot L. Engel
CD-18 Nita Lowey
CD-19 John Hall
CD-20 Scott Murphy
CD-21 Paul Tonko
CD-22 Maurice Hinchey
CD-23 Bill Owens
CD-24 Michael Arcuri
CD-25 Dan Maffei
CD-27 Brian Higgins
CD-28 Louise M. Slaughter

NYS Assembly
AD-2  Fred Thiele
AD-4  Steven Englebright
AD-9  Robert Sweeney
AD-14  Michelle Schimel
AD-22  Grace Meng
AD-23   Audrey Pheffer
AD-25  Rory Lancman
AD-27  Nettie Mayersohn
AD-29  William Scarborough
AD-30  Margaret Markey
AD-31  Michele Titus
AD-32  Vivian Cook
AD-33  Barbara Clark
AD-34  Michael DenDekker
AD-37  Catherine Nolan
AD-40  Inez Barron
AD-41  Helene Weinstein
AD-42  Rhoda Jacobs
AD-43  Karim Camara
AD-44  James F. Brennan

NYS Senate
SD-1  Kenneth LaValle
SD-3  Brian X. Foley
SD-10  Shirley Huntley
SD-13  Jose Peralta
SD-15  Joseph Addabbo, Jr.
SD-16  Toby Ann Stavisky
SD-17  Martin Malave Dilan
SD-18  Velmanette Montgomery
SD-20  Eric Adams
SD-21  Kevin Parker
SD-23  Diane Savino
SD-25  Daniel  Squadron
SD-26  Liz Krueger
SD-28  Jose M. Serrano
SD-29  Thomas Duane
SD-30  Bill Perkins
SD-34  Jeffrey Klein
SD-35  Andrea Stewart-Cousins
SD-36  Ruth Hassell-Thompson
SD-37  Suzi Oppenheimer
SD-40  Mike Kaplowitz
SD-46  Neil Breslin
SD-49  David Valesky
SD-50  Kathleen Joy
SD-53  Pam Mackesey
SD-60   Antoine Thompson

AD-45  Steven Cymbrowitz
AD-46  Alec Brook-Krasny
AD-47  William Colton
AD-49  Peter Abbate
AD-50  Joseph Lentol
AD-51  Felix Ortiz
AD-52  Joan Millman
AD-53  Vito Lopez
AD-55  William Boyland, Jr.
AD-56  Annette Robinson
AD-57  Hakeem Jeffries
AD-58  Nick Perry
AD-59  Alan Maisel
AD-60  Janele Hyer-Spencer
AD-63  Michael Cusick
AD-64  Sheldon Silver
AD-65  Micah Kellner
AD-66  Deborah Glick
AD-67  Linda Rosenthal
AD-69  Daniel J. O’Donnell
AD-70  Keith L. T. Wright
AD-71  Herman D. Farrell
AD-73  Jonathan Bing
AD-74  Brian Kavanagh
AD-75  Richard Gottfried
AD-76  Peter Rivera
AD-78  Jose Rivera
AD-80  Naomi Rivera
AD-81  Jeffrey Dinowitz
AD-82  Michael Benedetto
AD-83  Carl Heastie
AD-84  Carmen E. Arroyo
AD-86  Nelson Castro
AD-88  Amy Paulin
AD-89  Robert Castelli
AD-90  Sandra Galef
AD-91  George Latimer
AD-92  Tom Abinanti
AD-94  Kenneth Zebrowski, Jr.
AD-95  Ellen Jaffee
AD-104  John McEneny
AD-106  Ronald Canestrari
AD-108  Timothy P. Gordon
AD-109  Robert Reilly
AD-119  Sam Roberts
AD-120  William Magnarelli
AD-121   Al Stirpe
AD-125  Barbara Lifton
AD-144  Sam Hoyt

Oswego factory farm
fight heating up
by Karen Hall

[Editor’s note:  In the spring issue,
the Sierra Atlantic reported on a
plan by Bion Environmental Tech-
nologies to build a factory farm that
would raise as many as 72,000 ani-
mals on one or several sites in Os-
wego County. Since then, Citizens for
Family Farms, an opposition group,
has stepped up its work.]

When Citizens for Family Farms
was created, almost no one
knew about Bion’s proposal,

yet the Schroeppel town board
passed a resolution of support last
December. We knew then it was im-
perative to inform the community
and involve them in the process. Our
website (www.phoenixtalks.com)
contains extensive information (pro
and con) about the project. We ask

replanted to forest.
Two pairs of bald eagles now nest

in the watershed, and in the 1970s—
when the bald eagle was in serious
trouble throughout the United
States—the only nest in New York
was at Hemlock Lake. The two lakes
support a premier cold water trout
fishery.

The lakes have been identified as
a “high priority” on the state’s Open
Space Conservation Program since
its inception in 1992; state acquisi-
tion would remove the pressure on
the city to sell off the buffer lands
for development. Under the terms of
the transaction, the state purchased
approximately 7,000 acres; the city
will retain the use of the lakes.

The DEC will continue property
maintenance and preservation that
meets or exceeds the city’s current
standards. Over the long term, a
comprehensive unit management
plan will be developed for the prop-
erty, with extensive public input.
That process will likely take two or
more years to complete.

The Nature Conservancy (TNC)
has helped to facilitate the transac-
tion. Over the past few years, TNC
also has acquired 1,100 acres of sen-
sitive lands in the  watershed.

Hugh Mitchell and other activists
in the Rochester Group have fought
very hard for years to preserve these
lakes. (See Rochester Group
Roundup, page 8.)

New York State has completed
the purchase of Hemlock and
Canadice lakes from the City of

Rochester for $13.7 million. The trans-
action, which has been in the works
for more than two years, will protect
the last two undeveloped Finger
Lakes, which have supplied water to
Rochester for more than 130 years.

“This is a legacy for future genera-
tions of New Yorkers that will ensure
that the pristine lakes and lands sur-
rounding them remain undeveloped,
protecting Rochester’s public water
supply and guaranteeing that this
jewel is preserved forever wild for
the enjoyment of visitors and resi-
dents,” said Mayor Robert Duffy.

“This is without a doubt the most
important land acquisition project
the state has undertaken outside of
the Adirondack and Catskill Parks in
more than a generation,” DEC Com-
missioner Pete Grannis said.

Of New York’s 11 Finger Lakes,
Hemlock Lake and Canadice Lake are
the only two with undeveloped
shorelines. Since 1876, the lakes have
been Rochester’s primary drinking
water source.

In 1895, the city recognized the
value of protecting the source of its
public water supply, and thus began
acquiring watershed property adja-
cent to the lakes. By 1950, the city
owned 7,000 acres of critical shore-
line property. Cottages and houses
were removed.  Agricultural land was

Support Chapter’s Work in NYS
We need your help to maintain the Atlantic Chapter’s most critical

conservation efforts. Your membership dues primarily support the
Club’s national priorities. Your additional support is needed to strengthen
the Chapter’s work in the state Legislature and throughout the state.

Please use the coupon below to send us your donation. Contributions
and dues to the Sierra Club are not tax-deductible; they support our ef-
fective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying efforts. Thank you.

Yes, I want to help the Atlantic Chapter preserve and protect
the environment of New York state. I am enclosing my gift of:

❑ $500     ❑ $250     ❑ $100     ❑ $60     ❑ $35     ❑ Other $______

❑ Check made payable to Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter is enclosed.

❑ I’d like to make a single payment by credit card.

❑ I'd like to become a sustainer with a $____ monthly or

$____ quarterly credit card donation.

Bill to:  ❑ Mastercard     ❑ Visa

Acct. no.________________________________ Exp. date____________

Signature____________________________________________________

Name_______________________________________________________

Sierra Club membership no.____________________________________

Street_______________________________________________________

City__________________________________  State ______ZIP________

❑ Please save paper and postage by not sending me a thank you note.

Mail this completed form with your check or
credit card information to:

Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter, PO Box 886, Syosset, NY 11791-0886
A copy of our latest financial report can be obtained by writing to Sierra Club

Atlantic Chapter, PO Box 886, Syosset, NY 11791-0886, or the NYS Attorney General,
Dept. of Law, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.
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charging water in the Great Lakes
without adequate invasive species
controls. Cuomo has worked to pro-
tect the water supplies of New York
City and other communities.

As secretary of the U.S. Depart-
ment Housing & Urban Development,
Cuomo initiated environmental pro-
tection in its operations.  He made
brownfields redevelopment a top
priority and emphasized “smart com-
munity planning” with community
input.  Cuomo developed and ran
President Clinton’s campaign to
clean up hazardous lead.

He recently issued a “Power NY”
energy policy that emphasizes en-
ergy efficiency and clean energy.  He
supports closing the gap in wetlands
protection created by the Supreme
Court in 2001. Cuomo advocates
comprehensive sustainable waste
management, creating green jobs and
minimizing greenhouse gas emissions.

DiNapoli for Comptroller
Tom DiNapoli has been an out-

standing protector of the environ-
ment as state comptroller starting in
2007 and before that as chair of the
NYS Assembly Environmental Conser-
vation Committee.  As chair,  Assem-
blyman DiNapoli was instrumental in
enacting the original groundbreaking
Bottle Bill and a major brownfields
cleanup and redevelopment reform
law.  He fought hard for wetlands
protection, curbing sprawl and in-
vesting in urban areas, and many
other critical environmental laws
that passed the Assembly but lan-
guished in the Senate until a few
were passed after the Democrats
took control of the Senate in 2009.

As comptroller, DiNapoli has un-
dertaken many important green ini-
tiatives. His office began auditing the
environmental and energy perfor-
mances of state and local govern-
ment.  As sole manager of the state
and local government pension fund,
he has invested these funds in clean
tech and renewable energy, and
pressed companies to operate
sustainably and disclose their impact
on greenhouse gases.

Schneiderman for AG
Throughout his 12 years as a state

senator, Eric Scheiderman has been a
leading reformer in the Legislature
and a strong proponent of environ-
mental justice, sustainable develop-
ment and climate change solutions.
In spite of Albany’s chronic dysfunc-
tion, Senator Schneiderman has con-
sistently risen above the fray, speak-
ing out against governmental fraud
and for transparency.

As a member of the Senate Envi-
ronmental Conservation Committee,
he has been a powerful advocate for
the moratorium on gas drilling, the
Bigger Better Bottle Bill, expanded
wetlands protection, SEQRA standing
and green jobs.

The environmental community
has relied on his eloquence for years
to clearly explain its priorities to an
often indifferent legislature.  His pres-
ence on the floor of the Senate will
be missed, but the Chapter is excited
by the reform agenda he will bring to
the Office of the Attorney General.

by Jessica Helm, Conservation Chair

Conservation Action

by Roger Gray

Per Moberg turned 90 on July 14,
Bastille Day, which is an appro-
priate birth date for a revolution-

ary environmental activist like Per.
During decades of service to the

Chapter, he has been a member of
the Executive Committee, including a
stint as chair, and was the Council
delegate to the national Sierra Club,
not long after the Atlantic Chapter
was formed to include everything
east of the Mississippi. During this
period in the ’60s and ’70s, re-
nowned photographer Ansel Adams
was a member of the board, and
David Brower was executive director.

Per’s first interest has always been
protection of the Adirondacks. While
David Brower was fighting to protect
the Grand Canyon, Per fought a pro-
posal to build the Gooley Dam on the
Upper Hudson in 1969.

At that time,Per established ad hoc
committees which eventually
morphed into the Chapter’s Adiron-
dack Committee. Per’s committees
were instrumental in creating the
Adirondack Park Agency.

Per was a leader in the fight to
prevent the Constitutional Conven-
tion of 1967 from stripping out the

Per Moberg, Adirondack champion, celebrates 90th birthday

famed Article 14, the “forever wild”
clause, which protects the Adiron-
dack Forest Preserve.

Per appeared on the speaking plat-
form on the first Earth Day, 1970,
with Henry Diamond, the first com-
missioner of the newly formed NYS
Department of Environmental Con-
servation (DEC). As a result of the
acquaintance struck up that day, Per
was invited to join the DEC.

Per remained active with the Sierra
Club during his tenure with the DEC.
His abiding passion was to create a
“Grand Canoe Route” in the

Celebrating Per Moberg’s 90th birthday are, from left, Bob Kerr, chair, Chapter Personnel &
Office Committee; Chris Balantyne, former Sierra Club Northeast regional director; Moberg;
and Roger Gray, co-chair, Chapter Adirondack Committee.

The overwhelming emphasis to
day on new energy is ‘crowding
out’ meaningful national dia-

logue and progress on achieving
greater energy efficiency in an
economy that is struggling today at a
level of just 13 percent efficiency in
terms of energy use, meaning that
87% of the energy we use is wasted.”

That’s the conclusion of a study
by the American Council for an En-
ergy-Efficient Economy.

As Earth-conscious Sierra Club
members, we know how to save en-
ergy, right? Maybe not. Our under-
standing of how to save energy turns
out to be pretty skewed, according
to a study published this summer in
the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Science. Surprisingly,
people who reported doing the most
to reduce energy were as clueless as
the rest of the study participants!

What’s wrong with overestimating
the energy saved in unplugging a
coffee pot? It should make people
more likely to unplug it, which is
good, but what if the energy-con-
scious coffee lover underestimates
the energy savings in major house-
hold appliances and decides to put
off buying a new refrigerator?

It is estimated that around 10 per-
cent of U.S. emissions could be elimi-
nated in the next decade with simple
changes in household efficiency, but
that won’t happen unless people
take the bigger steps as well as the
many smaller ones. That means get-

ting the best information out to deci-
sion makers.

Take this quiz — you might just
find your energy use taking a nose-dive.

Energy consumed
by a household

The big picture:  About 90 percent
of the total energy consumed by a
household comes from home energy
use, transportation, and food produc-
tion.
What percentage is used in the

home?___
Used by transportation?___
Used by food production?___

Perception of home use
Given that a 100-watt incandes-

cent light bulb uses 100 units of en-
ergy (watts) in one hour, how many
units of energy do you think each of
the following uses in one hour?
CFL as bright as a 100-watt
    incandescent bulb_____
desktop computer____
laptop computer____
stereo____
electric clothes dryer____
portable heater____
room air-conditioner____
central air conditioner____
dishwasher____

Packaging
How many British thermal units

(BTUs) are used to make single-use
drink containers:
aluminum can (new material)_____

aluminum can (recycled )_____
glass bottle (new material)____
glass bottle (recycled )____
plastic bottle (new material)___
plastic bottle (recycled):Not available

Which would
save more energy?

Drying clothes on a line (not us-
ing the dryer), or switching from hot
water to cold water for the clothes
washing machine wash cycle?

Having one window unit air con-
ditioner in the living room and an-
other in the master bedroom, or us-
ing one central air conditioner?

Turning up the thermostat on
your air conditioner by 5° F (making
your home warmer) in the summer,
or turning down the thermostat on
your heater by 5° F (making your
home cooler) in the winter?

BTU per ton per mile
A ship uses about 400 BTUs to

move one ton of freight one mile in
distance. How much energy do you
think a train, plane, or truck uses to
do the same job?

Rank 1 - 4, most to least efficient
(1 being most efficient)

Ship ___
Train___
Airplane___
Truck___
Check on page 9 to see how close

you came to the average numbers.
Prepare for some surprises, and don’t
forget  to help reduce energy use.

Take this quiz and see if your energy use nosedives

Cuomo for governor
continued from page1

Adirondacks (in the area the
Adirondack Committee now pro-
poses as the Great Oswegatchie Ca-
noe Wilderness). Per and his wife
bought their first kayaks in 1999,
when he was 79.

In 1990 the Chapter awarded Per
the “Bob Marshall Award” for his years
of in support of the Adirondacks.

Congratulations on his 90th birth-
day may be sent to Per c/o the Sierra
Club, 353 Hamilton Street, Albany, NY
12210.
Roger Gray chairs the Chapter’s
Adirondack Committee.
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Albany Update

by Roger Downs, Chapter Conservation Program Manager

Bittersweet mix of victories and severe DEC cuts

The Atlantic Chapter has hired
Caitlin Pixley to work in our Albany
office as the conservation associate.
She is working with Roger Downs,
conservation manager, on legislation,
regulations, and conservation
projects. She will also provide sup-
port for many volunteer activities.

Caitlin recently interned with En-
vironmental Advocates of New York,
where she lobbied on state legisla-
tion. While attending the College of
St. Rose, she co-founded its Environ-
mental Club and motivated the col-
lege president to sign onto the Col-
lege Presidents’ Climate Commit-
ment.  Her communication skills,
based on degrees in English and her
teaching experience, will strengthen
the Chapter’s communication efforts.
We look forward to a productive year
with Caitlin and Roger in Albany.

Susan Lawrence

Caitlin Pixley
joins Albany staff

Yes, I’ll help NY Sierra Club PAC assist senators who
want to pass good environmental legislation in the

New York State Senate.

Please make your check payable to NY Sierra Club PAC, and mail it to
NY Sierra Club PAC, c/o Chris Hayes,
495 Antlers Drive, Rochester, NY 14618.

Donations are not tax-deductible as charitable contributions. State law
requires us to report the names and adresses of contributors.

NAME________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________

CITY_________________________________ZIP CODE_______________

TEL. #_______________________E-MAIL___________________________

__$50    __$75   __$150   __$250   __$500   __$1,000    __Other

__I am willing to host a NY Sierra Club PAC fundraiser.

Will you help break the senate bottleneck?

This has been a bittersweet year
for New York’s environment. The
Democrats controlling their slim

majority in the Senate have demon-
strated that they can advance mean-
ingful environmental initiatives
through their chamber, but no one in
state government could protect our
interests in the budget.

Vital programs for open space
protection, recycling, and remed-
iation were slashed to historic lows
while the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation (DEC) was evis-
cerated of staff and funding, reducing
its work force to 1983 levels. We
maintain hope that the Environmen-
tal Protection Fund will rebound
when the state recovers from the
economic doldrums, but the injury
to the DEC will not be easy to heal.

The latest round of cuts, an-
nounced in early October, will add to
the nearly 850 jobs lost since 2008.
This 22 percent reduction to an al-
ready gutted agency means even
fewer inspectors to monitor pollu-
tion and enforce violations — and
now, with such a small operating
budget, the remaining staff will be
restricted from travel and necessary
testing equipment. If that is not bad
enough, a significant portion of
those cuts will come through early
retirements that will drain the
agency of its institutional knowledge,
with an average of 31 years of ser-
vice for each departing DEC staffer.

It is hard not to place the blame
for this crisis squarely on the shoul-

ders of the outgoing governor.  The
Legislature has decried the disman-
tling of the DEC, but it has little con-
trol over the outcome. Even if the
Senate and Assembly were to force
full funding of the agency through
the budget process, they couldn’t
make the governor actually allocate
funds to the agency he controls. Ulti-
mately, this may be a matter of law
and, if we want to restore our envi-
ronmental agencies, we may have to
fight for them.

The federal government has del-
egated much of its authority to the
state to regulate seminal environmen-
tal statutes like the Clean Air and
Clean Water acts. New York cannot
simply shirk its legal responsibility
because administering these pro-
grams is suddenly too expensive.
Crippling the DEC’s ability to protect
our natural resources and enforce
violations is itself a violation of law.

While the assault on environmen-
tal spending is tragic, 2010 could
have been a lot worse. I am gratified
to have worked along side dozens of
Sierra Club volunteers who pounded
the floors of the Capitol, and hun-
dreds more who sent letters and
made phone calls. Here’s a short list
of what we achieved:

Electronic waste recycling
After years of struggling to find a

responsible way to deal with the
mounting pile of obsolete computers
and TVs in our landfills and incinera-
tors (and the toxic byproducts in our

water and air), New York finally has
comprehensive electronic waste re-
cycling. The new law requires manu-
facturers to take back electronic
waste (e-waste) and ensure that it is
properly handled and recycled. The
bill establishes a state-wide electronic
equipment reuse and recycling pro-
gram, bans e-waste from landfills and
incinerators, and shifts the responsi-
bility for proper disposal from the
consumer to the manufacturer.

Cleaner home heating oil
This new law will limit the sulfur

content of home heating oil sold in
New York and reduce overall sulfur
dioxide emissions when #2 home
heating oil is burned. This will reduce
exhaust particles that can trigger al-
lergies and asthma, decrease lung
function, cause heart attacks —and
reduce green house gas emissions.

Phosphorous reduction
The everyday use of phosphorus

in dishwasher detergents and lawn
fertilizers is profoundly altering
aquatic ecosystems and deteriorating
drinking water.  This new law prohib-
its phosphorus in dishwasher deter-
gents and limits its use in lawn fertil-
izers, hopefully reducing phosphorus
runoff into New York waters.

Smart growth infrastructure
Over the past 40 years New York

has witnessed a profound migration
of people and businesses from its
urban centers into sprawling devel-
opments — fragmenting our rural
landscape with suburban roadways,
strip malls and tract housing. Un-
checked sprawl has siphoned off sig-
nificant public dollars desperately
needed in corroding cities.  This
monumental new law re-prioritizes
state infrastructure expenditures. By
focusing on consistent smart growth
principles and placing priorities on
existing infrastructure, New York can
redefine economic growth in a way
that protects the environment.

“Time out” on hydrofracking?
In August’s extra session, the Sen-

ate voted 49–9 to halt all drilling that
employs hydrofracking, the contro-
versial natural gas extraction tech-
nique, until May 15, 2011. The bi-parti-
san vote rocked the oil and gas lobby
and made global headlines as other
states and nations facing shale gas
development considered moratori-
ums of their own. While this is a
much shorter moratorium than we
had hoped for, it gives the next gover-
nor breathing room to decide how to

handle this highly charged issue.
The Division of Mineral Resources

continues to plug away at the new
guidelines governing hydrofracking
and still insists that the state can
start issuing permits by the end of
2010. The governor, however, is
showing signs of apprehension after
witnessing Pennsylvania’s summer of
calamity and seems willing to force a
delay.  The measure still needs to pass
the Assembly.  While we are assured
that there is ample support for the
bill, that vote may not happen until
after the elections.

EPA begins fracking study
In mid-September more than 400

speakers, including more than a
dozen Sierrans, gave testimony in
Binghamton before the EPA on the
dangers and challenges of hydro-
fracking. The EPA is gathering data
and case studies to support its inves-
tigation of fracking’s effect on water
resources and public health. The
study will take a “life cycle” approach
and investigate every possible route
to contamination of water.  We are
confident that a scientific analysis of
drilling will show that fracking, as it
is currently practiced, is unsafe.

Drilling on state land
This past August, the DEC released

the draft Strategic Plan for State
Forest Management. It is the first
time New York has ever attempted to
comprehensively look at all the uses
of state forest lands. The plan stresses
biodiversity, enhances ecosystem
function, and prepares our forests for
the worst consequences of climate
change.

But the plan still includes the
likely continuation of oil and gas
development on state property.  This
contradiction invalidates an other-
wise cohesive plan. If the state in-
deed is successful in advancing drill-
ing, we will need every last acre of
state land to mitigate the mass frag-
mentation and degradation of pri-
vately owned forests.  Drilling in
state forests will violate our fragile
ecosystem’s last refuges. To read and
comment on the plan, go to: http://
www.dec.ny.gov/lands/64567.html
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McKibben: It’s  getting hot as hell and we’re not going to take it any more
than cold, the atmosphere is about
5% moister than it was 40 years ago,
which explains the freak downpours
that seem to happen someplace on
this continent every few days.

It is the carbon — that’s why the
seas are turning acid, a point Obama
could have made with ease while
standing on the shores of the Gulf of
Mexico. “It’s bad that it’s black out
there,” he might have said, “but even
if that oil had made it safely ashore
and been burned in our cars, it
would still be wrecking the oceans.”
Energy independence is nice, but
you need a planet to be energy inde-
pendent on.

Mysteriously enough, this seems
to be a particularly hard point for
smart people to grasp. Even in the
wake of the disastrous Senate non-
vote, the Nature Conservancy’s cli-
mate expert told New York Times
columnist Tom Friedman, “We have
to take climate change out of the
atmosphere, bring it down to earth,
and show how it matters in people’s
everyday lives.”

Translation: ordinary average people
can’t possibly recognize the real
stakes here, so let’s put it in language
they can understand, which is about
their most immediate interests. It’s
both untrue, as I’ll show below, and
incredibly patronizing. It is, however,
exactly what we’ve been doing for a
decade and clearly, It Does Not Work.

Step two, we have to ask for what
we actually need, not what we calcu-
late we might possibly be able to get.
If we’re going to slow global warm-
ing in the very short time available to
us, then we don’t actually need an
incredibly complicated legislative
scheme that gives door prizes to ev-
ery interested industry and turns the
whole operation over to Goldman
Sachs to run.

We need a stiff price on carbon,
set by the scientific understanding
that we can’t still be burning black
rocks a couple of decades hence.
That undoubtedly means upending
the future business plans of Exxon
and BP, Peabody Coal and Duke En-
ergy, not to speak of everyone else
who’s made a fortune by treating the
atmosphere as an open sewer for the
byproducts of their main business.

Instead they should pay through
the nose for that sewer, and here’s
the crucial thing: most of the money
raised in the process should be re-
turned directly to American pockets.
The monthly check sent to Ameri-

cans would help fortify us against
the rise in energy costs, and we’d still
be getting the price signal at the
pump to stop driving that SUV and
start insulating the house. We also
need to make real federal invest-
ments in energy research and devel-
opment, to help drive down the
price of alternatives — the Break-
through Institute points out, quite
rightly, that we’re crazy to spend
more of our tax dollars on research
into new drone aircraft and Mars
orbiters than we do on photovoltaics.

Yes, these things are politically
hard, but they’re not impossible. A
politician who really cared could
certainly use, say, the platform of-
fered by the White House to sell a
plan that taxed BP and actually gave
the money to ordinary Americans.
(So far they haven’t even used the
platform offered by the White House

to reinstall the rooftop solar panels
that Jimmy Carter put there in the
1970s and Ronald Reagan took down
in his term.)

Asking for what you need doesn’t
mean you’ll get all of it.  Compromise
still happens. But as David Brower,
the greatest environmentalist of the
late twentieth century, explained
amid the fight to save the Grand Can-
yon: “We are to hold fast to what we
believe is right, fight for it, and find
allies and adduce all possible argu-
ments for our cause. If we cannot
find enough vigor in us or them to
win, then let someone else propose
the compromise. We thereupon work
hard to coax it our way. We become a
nucleus around which the strongest
force can build and function.”

Which leads to the third step in
this process. If we’re going to get any
of this done, we’re going to need a
movement, the one thing we haven’t
had. For 20 years environmentalists
have operated on the notion that
we’d get action if we simply had sci-
entists explain to politicians and
CEOs that our current ways were
ending the Holocene, the current
geological epoch. That turns out,
quite conclusively, not to work. We
need to be able to explain that their
current ways will end something
they actually care about, i.e. their
careers. And since we’ll never have
the cash to compete with Exxon, we
better work in the currencies we can
muster: bodies, spirit, passion.

Movement time
As Tom Friedman put it in a strong

column the day after the Senate
punt, the problem was that the pub-
lic “never got mobilized.” Is it pos-
sible to get people out in the streets
demanding action about climate
change? Last year, with almost no
money, our scruffy little outfit,
350.org, managed to organize what
Foreign Policy called  the “largest
ever coordinated global rally of any
kind” on any issue — 5,200 demon-
strations in 181 countries, 2,000 of
them in the U.S.A.

People were rallying not just
about climate change, but around a
remarkably wonky scientific data
point, 350 parts per million carbon
dioxide, which NASA’s James Hansen
and his colleagues have demon-
strated is the most we can have in
the atmosphere if we want a planet
“similar to the one on which civiliza-
tion developed and to which life on
earth is adapted.”  Which, come to
think of it, we do.  And the “we,” in
this case, was not rich white folks. If
you look at the 25,000 pictures in
our Flickr account, you’ll see that
most of them were poor, black,
brown, Asian, and young — because
that’s what most of the world is. No
need for vice-presidents of big con-
servation groups to patronize them:
shrimpers in Louisiana and women
in burqas and priests in Orthodox
churches and slumdwellers in
Mombasa turned out to be com-
pletely capable of understanding the
threat to the future.

Those demonstrations were just a
start (one we should have made long
ago). We followed up in October —
on 10-10-10 — with a Global Work
Party.  All around the country and the
world people put up solar panels
and dug community gardens and laid
out bike paths. Not because we can
stop climate change one bike path at
a time, but because we need to make
a sharp political point to our leaders:

we’re getting to work, what about
you? We need to shame them, starting
now. And we need everyone working
together.

The big environmental groups are
starting to wake up, too.  The Sierra
Club has a dynamic new leader, Mike
Brune, who’s working hard with stal-
warts like Greenpeace and Friends of
the Earth. (Note to enviro groups:
working together is fun and useful).
Churches are getting involved, as well
as mosques and synagogues.

Kids are leading the fight, all over
the world — they have to live on this
planet for another 70 years or so, and
they have every right to be pissed off.

But no one will come out to fight
for watered down and weak legisla-
tion. That’s not how it works. You
don’t get a movement unless you
take the other two steps I’ve de-
scribed.

And in any event it won’t work
overnight.  We’re not going to get the
Senate to act next week, or maybe
even next year. It took a decade after
the Montgomery bus boycott to get
the Voting Rights Act. But if there
hadn’t been a movement, then the
Voting Rights Act would have passed
in... never. We may need to get ar-
rested.  We definitely need art, and
music, and disciplined, nonviolent,
but very real anger.

Mostly, we need to tell the truth,
resolutely and constantly. Fossil fuel
is wrecking the one earth we’ve got.
It’s not going to go away because we
ask politely. If we want a world that
works, we’re going to have to raise
our voices.

©2010 Bill McKibben

Bill McKibben is founder of 350.org and
the author, most recently, of  Eaarth: Mak-
ing a Life on a Tough New Planet. Earlier
this year the Boston Globe called him
“probably the country’s leading environ-
mentalist” and Time described him as
“the planet’s best green journalist.” He’s
a scholar in residence at Middlebury
College in Vermont.

continued from page 1

The Atlantic Chapter ExCom held its quarterly in-person meeting in
Trumansburg, New York, in June. Both it and the Steering Committee held sub-
sequent meetings by telephone conference call. Administrative matters ad-
dressed included the Chapter’s continuing financial strain, the development of
the Chapter website, and the election for at-large members of the ExCom. (See
ballot on page 12.)

 The ExCom also considered the status of the hydrofracking issue and the
legislative prospects in Albany and Washington. The Chapter completed the
approval process for several political endorsements (see page 3), and moved
ahead with the hiring of a new conservation assistant to improve the staffing
in the Albany office.

Executive Committee Report
by James Lane, Secretary

We have to ask for what we

actually need, not what we

calculate we might possibly

be able to get.

You can sign up for Atlantic
Chapter “action alerts” to take ac-
tion on legislation and other key
issues. Send an e-mail to:
listserv@lists.sierraclub.org, with
the message

“Subscribe ATL- ACTION
ALERTS@LISTS.SIERRACLUB.ORG”
Include your first and last name.
You can make a difference from
your home by taking action via
phone, e-mail, or letter.

Join the Action
Alert listserve
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Natural gas is as dirty as coal, Cornell researcher says

Our new Atlantic Chapter website
(www.newyork.sierraclub.org) pro-
vides up-to-date information on
Chapter activities. Looking for infor-
mation on important conservation
issues and how to get involved?  Out-
ings, or who to contact in the Chap-
ter? Then go to our Chapter website.
You will find links to the national
Club and our New York Groups,
which also provide a wealth of infor-
mation on conservation issues.

Can’t wait for the new Sierra At-
lantic to be left in your mailbox? To
read it a few weeks earlier,  go to our
Chapter website.  The website also
archives the Sierra Atlantic, a valu-
able reference source.

If you have comments, questions
or suggestions regarding our website,
contact webmaster@newyork
.sierraclub.org.

Stay informed, visit
Chapter’s website

-800

New generation of outings leaders steps up
by Don Pachner

S ixty new outings leaders and
trainers spent a weekend of
training at a silver LEEDS sus-

tainable facility in Black Rock Forest,
Cornwall, NY, to learn and refresh
outdoor leadership skills in the Si-
erra Club spirit.

Sascha Paris, national outdoor ac-
tivity leadership training manager,
declared this one of the most suc-
cessful and best-at-
tended national train-
ing weekends of the
past 3-4 years.  Na-
tional Sierra Club train-
ers flew out from San
Francisco and Okla-
homa City to help train
participants traveling
from as far away as
Western Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, Long Is-
land, Ithaca, Dutchess
County, Albany County
and Boston.

The training ses-
sions attracted experi-
enced as well as new

regional leaders interested in leading
trips for hiking, backpacking, yoga
outings, bicycling, kayaking, canoeing,
and mountaineering/rock climbing.

Of special interest is Brother Yusuf
Burgess, leader of the Child & Nature
Program from Environmental Tech
High School in Albany, who brought
nearly 20 exceptional students,
teachers and potential adult leaders
for a new Sierra Club outdoor pro-
gram serving the Albany inner city.

Sierra Club in San
Francisco considers
this one of its most
exciting projects.

We appear to
have special interest
in a rock climbing
program, as well as
a kayaking program
led by volunteers
attending the train-
ing event, in addi-
tion to our current
outings for hiking,
backpacking,
snowshoeing, cross
country skiing, and
canoeing/kayaking

day trips. Some bicycling and yoga
hikes could also be in the mix.

Our outings program is only active
when our members volunteer to lead
outdoor activities. Sierra Club leaders
are known for a heightened sense of
responsibility for their groups and for
the environment around us. Leave No
Trace training is an integral part of
the leader training sessions.

If you enjoy a special trail that you
want to share with environmentally-
conscious outdoors people, or wish
to draw attention to the precious
ecology or scenery of an endangered
wild open space, please contact the
outings chair or Group chair, or con-
tact me about becoming a Sierra Club
Outings Leader.  I did this 15 years
ago and never looked back,  Not only
do I have many wonderful memories
of these outdoor wilderness experi-
ences, but my life is much richer for
the friends I have made, and the
knowledge I have gained.

For more information, see the out-
ings section of the Chapter website at
www.atlantic.sierraclub.org/outings
Don Pachner is chair of the Atlantic
Chapter Outings Committee.

by Robert Howarth

N atural gas is marketed as a
clean fuel with less impact on
global warming than oil or coal,

a transitional fuel to replace other
fossil fuels until some distant future
with renewable energy. Some argue
that we have an obligation to develop
Marcellus Shale gas, despite environ-
mental concerns. I strongly disagree.

Natural gas as a clean fuel is a myth.
While less carbon dioxide is emitted
from burning natural gas than oil or
coal, emissions during combustion are
only part of the concern. Natural gas
is mostly methane, a greenhouse gas
with 72 times more potential than
carbon dioxide to warm our planet
(per molecule, averaged over the 20
years following emission). I estimate
that extraction, transport and combus-

tion of Marcellus gas — together
with leakage of methane — makes
this gas at least 60 percent more
damaging for greenhouse warming
than crude oil and similar in impact
to coal.

The most recent method of
hydrofracking is relatively new tech-
nology, massive in scope and far from
clean in ways beyond greenhouse
gas emissions. The landscape could
be dotted with thousands of drilling
pads, spaced as closely as one every
40 acres. Compacted gravel would
cover three to five acres for each.
New pipelines and access roads
crisscrossing the landscape would
connect the pads. Ten or more wells
per pad are expected. Every time a
well is “fracked,” 1,200 truck trips
will carry the needed water.

Drillers will inject several million
gallons of water and tens of thou-
sands of pounds of chemicals into
each well. Some of this mixture will
stay deep in the shale, but cumula-
tively, billions of gallons of waste
fluids will surface.

Under current law, drillers can use
absolutely any chemical additive or
waste, with no restrictions and no
disclosure. Recent experience in
Pennsylvania indicates regular use of
toxic, mutagenic and carcinogenic
substances. Out of 24 wells sampled
there, flow-back wastes from every
one contained high levels of 4-
nitroquinoline-1-oxide (according to

the New York Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation). It is one of
the most mutagenic compounds
known. Flow-back wastes also con-
tain toxic metals and high levels of
radioactivity extracted from the
shale, in addition to the materials
used by drillers.

Industry tells us that surface and
groundwater contamination is un-
likely, since gas is deep in the ground
and drilling operations are designed
to minimize leakage. Nonsense. The
technology is new and understudied,
but early evidence shows high levels
of contamination in some drinking
water wells and rivers in other states.

Accidents happen, and well cas-
ings and cementing can fail. The geol-
ogy of our region is complex, and
water and materials under high pres-
sure can move quickly to aquifers,
rivers and lakes along fissures and
fractures. Flow-back waters and asso-
ciated chemical and radioactive
wastes must be handled and stored
at the surface, some in open pits and
ponds unless government regulation
prevents this. What will keep birds
and wildlife away from it? What hap-
pens downstream if a heavy rain
causes the toxic soup to overflow
the dam? What happens to these
wastes? Adequate treatment tech-
nologies and facilities do not exist.

What about government regula-
tion and oversight? The DEC is un-
derstaffed, underfunded and has no

history with the scale and scope of
exploitation now envisioned. Federal
oversight is almost completely gone,
due to Congress exempting gas de-
velopment from most environmental
laws, including the Safe Drinking
Water Act, in 2005.

We can be independent of fossil
fuels within 20 years and rely on
renewable green technologies, such
as wind and solar. The constraints on
this are mostly political, not techni-
cal. We do not need to sacrifice a
healthy environment to industrial gas
development. Rather, we need to
mobilize and have our region pro-
vide some badly needed national
leadership toward a sustainable en-
ergy future.

Robert Howarth is the David R. Atkinson
Professor of Ecology & Environmental
Biology at Cornell University. An inter-
nationally known expert on environ-
mental issues and water quality, he has
worked on the consequences of oil and
gas development for more than 30 years.
He was a guest speaker at a meeting of
the Chapter’s Executive Committee ear-
lier this year. The viewpoint above is his
own and should not be construed as a
position of Cornell University.

I estimate that extraction, transport and

combustion of Marcellus gas — together with

leakage of methane — makes this gas at least 60

percent more damaging for greenhouse warming

than crude oil and similar in impact to coal.

Robert Howarth
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Group Roundup

EPA’s Enck discusses issues with Upstate environmental groups

continued from page 12

Nowak, who attends our meetings.
Lyn Kaszubski, wetlands chair, led a Group initiative in which all of our

members living in the Town of Amherst received letters asking them to write
to the local DEC praising the DEC’s remap of the expanded wetlands in that
town. The response from these environmentalists far outweighed that of real
estate interests who were in opposition.

LARRY BEAHAN

Rochester
Victory saves 7,000 acres of city’s watershed

After many years of effort, the Rochester Group was successful (along with
a number of other groups and the City of Rochester) in securing the sale to
New York State of more than 7,000 pristine nature lands around two un-
touched Finger Lakes (see page 2).  The city had kept these acres clean and
clear as watershed lands to feed the city reservoirs but they were costly to
maintain because the city had to pay local taxes. To help pay the taxes, the city
sold timber. In 2000, Sierra Club had to take the city to task for planning to log
the formerly isolated Old Growth section above one of the lakes. We led a suc-
cessful campaign to Save The Old Growth.

The DEC is now the manager of these lands and we will be working with it
to prepare a unit management plan to assure the area continues to be protected.

HUGH MITCHELL

By Larry Beahan

P resident Obama’s stimulus
package has brought $570 mil-
lion to New York, primarily for

green projects, said Judith Enck, re-
gional administrator for the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA), in
her meeting with 11 Buffalo-area
environmental leaders in July.

Enck expressed the EPA’s general
concerns about global warming, wa-
ter quality in the Great Lakes and
invasive species there (see article,
page 9). She expressed her intention
to promote renewable energy: wind,
sun and certain hydro projects. Then
she joked, “Anyone here interested in
the Marcellus shale?”

I led a chorus of enthusiastic,
amused response. She stepped in
with an exhaustive recital of the
usual pro and con arguments, includ-
ing even the recent preliminary
study coming out of Cornell [see
Howarth article, page 8] which indi-
cates that, when whole-life cycles are
considered, gas is about as polluting
as coal. She mentioned the upcoming
EPA hearings in Binghamton on the
study of hydrofracking effect on
drinking water.

Enck responded in a spirited and
exceptionally knowledgeable way to
each of the comments presented by
those in attendance. Here are some
of the points she made:

• Regarding global warming: EPA
is developing a system to require
carbon producers — particularly
power plants — to report the quan-
tity of carbon they release into the
atmosphere. The EPA supports fed-
eral legislation. It welcomes state
initiatives such as Senator
Thompson’s bill.

• EPA does not remediate
brownfields directly but will provide
information about special funds that
may apply where railroads are in-
volved, as in the rehabilitation of
Buffalo’s NY Central Terminal.

• She has been to the West Valley
nuclear waste storage site and is par-
ticularly concerned about the plume
of radioactivity developing beneath a
processing building. “I’m working
behind the scenes; keep up the pub-
lic pressure.” Regarding the standoff
between the federal government and
state over who is financially respon-
sible for the clean up, she asked,
“Isn’t it time for congressional hear-
ings?”

• The Peace Bridge Authority is
responsible for introducing major
quantities of pollution into one of
Buffalo’s poorest communities and
inducing high levels of asthma there.
The authority claims it is free to ig-
nore Buffalo laws because the au-
thority is chartered by a treaty be-
tween the U.S. and Canada. Enck
cited a similar case she handled in
the state Attorney General’s Office in
which a sanitation district claimed it
was an authority and therefore not
subject to state law. That stand was
overturned in court. She added that
air pollution is primarily handled by
the DEC, but she would check what
is required to trigger EPA involve-
ment.

• She was critical of those who
say they favor wind turbines but op-
pose them at particular locations.
“Global warming is here. We can’t
waste time. We have to do SEQR
quickly and then ‘Suck it up.’”

• She listened to detailed a pre-
sentation on the complex issue of
toxic waste and the expansion of

Chemical Waste Management (CWM)
waste storage site near Niagara Falls.
Enck’s comments indicated detailed
knowledge of the problem, but no
solution. She did, however, agree to
look into the appropriateness of a
local EPA executive said to have the
CWM logo displayed on his blog.

• She discussed the problem of
cumulative impacts. “We do permit-
ting plant-by-individual-plant; soon
there are ten of them and no way to
control their cumulative effect.”

• One of Enck’s major points was
her effort to make EPA data available
on the Internet as easily as possible.
She mentioned an EPA site that al-
lowed her to type in her old
Rensselaer zip code and her present
Brooklyn zip code to discover that
she now lives with three times the

risk of lung cancer.
• Enck’s saying, “The recession is

going to go on at least a couple of
more years. People want a clean envi-
ronment but don’t want to pay taxes
to support it. The DEC is starved for
personnel and can’t do the necessary
enforcement. Why not tax industry
to pay for enforcement?”

In addition to the Atlantic Chapter
of the Sierra Club, these other groups
were represented: Citizens Campaign
for the Environment, Wind Action
Group, Coalition on West Valley
Nuclear Waste, Sea Grant, Central
Terminal Restoration, Buffalo Niagara
Riverkeeper, SUNY at Buffalo, Clean
Air Coalition, Residents for Respon-
sible Government (opposing CWM
Chemical Services) and a representa-
tive of Senator Antoine Thompson.

But a couple of weeks ago, a man in
Pennsylvania was severely burned
after his well exploded while he was
setting up a waterslide in his yard for
his kids.

There’s a drilling boom sweeping
across the Marcellus Shale region,
and the gas companies are out of
control.

If we can’t protect our communi-
ties and treasured landscapes, then
we should not drill for natural gas.

I am cautiously hopeful, however,
that strong regulation and govern-
ment oversight will make drilling
safe, because we sure could use the
help of natural gas as we push
quickly and aggressively toward a
truly clean energy future powered
by wind, solar, and other renewable
resources.

In 2005, the Sierra Club’s staff and
volunteer leaders agreed climate
change should be our highest priority.

And stopping climate change re-
quires that we transition from the
dirtiest energy sources (coal and oil)
to the cleanest. Natural gas, while
decidedly imperfect, burns more
cleanly than other fossil fuels and,
thanks in part to the Marcellus Shale,
it’s abundant.

But when I said that the gas com-
panies are “out of control,” I meant it
literally. If there’s one lesson we all
learned from what happened in the
Gulf of Mexico this year, it’s that en-
ergy companies have to be regulated.

There’s just too much money at
stake for them to be trusted to do
the right thing on their own.

Thanks to the Bush/Cheney En-
ergy Task Force, however, fracking is
specifically exempt from federal
regulation under the Safe Drinking
Water Act — what’s known as “the
Halliburton Loophole.”  Oh, and by

the way,
Halliburton, is
one of three
biggest suppli-
ers of hydrau-
lic-fracturing
technology.

Some moves
in the right
direction are
already being
made. The New
York State Sen-
ate has passed
a moratorium

on natural-gas drilling until next May
to give its Department of Environ-
mental Conservation time to finish
new permitting guidelines.  And the
EPA has begun a two-year, $1.9 mil-
lion safety review of hydraulic frac-
turing that could ultimately result in
a reversal of the federal
government’s abdication of oversight
over one of our most important en-
ergy resources.

But it’s not enough. The gas com-
panies are operating with the arro-
gance of the pre-Gulf BP.  They won’t
disclose the names and concentra-
tions of the chemicals they’re inject-
ing into the water table.  And they
flat out refuse to admit that fracking
is dangerous or that drilling should
be regulated.

The Sierra Club won’t stand for
reckless drilling anywhere, whether
it’s the Marcellus Shale or the Gulf of
Mexico.  Already, the hydrofracking
team is one of the most active on the
Club’s activist network. I encourage
you to check out the work they’re
doing, along with the Pennsylvania
Chapter and the Atlantic Chapter.

We need to reach a clean-energy
future, but let’s do it without destroy-
ing communities and ecosystems
along the way.

continued from page 1

Brune visits polluted Dimock sites

Michael Brune
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Household energy use
Percentage used in household
   operations: 30%
Used by transportation: 30%
Used by food production: 30%

Perception of home energy use
Units of energy used in one hour
(watt-hours):
CFL as bright as a 100-watt
   incandescent bulb: 30
desktop computer: 100
laptop computer: 50
stereo: 100
electric clothes dryer: 3,400
portable heater: 900
room air-conditioner: 1,000
central air conditioner: 3,500
dishwasher: 1,800

Packaging – BTUs
aluminum can, new material: 2,200
aluminum can, recycled: 100
glass bottle, new material: 3,200

glass bottle, recycled: 2,400
plastic bottle, new material: 1,000
plastic bottle, recycled: Not available

Which saves more energy?
Switching from hot water to cold

water for the wash cycle: about 100
watts/load.

Using the window air conditioners:
1500 watts/hour.

Adjusting your thermostat by 5°F
in the winter can save 500 watts/
hour, compared to 100 watts/hour for
5°F in the summer.

BTU per ton per mile
Energy used by a train, plane, or

truck to move 1 ton of freight 1 mile
in distance. Rank 1 - 4, most efficient
to least efficient:

Ship:  #2 (410 BTU)
Train:  #1 (370 BTU)
Airplane:  #4 (31,600 BTU)
Truck:  #3 (4,400 BTU)

ANSWERS to energy quiz on page 4

by Emily Green

Monster fish devastating local
rivers and lakes.”  That is a
headline that none of us in

the Great Lakes region wants to see,
but it is what may be in store if Asian
carp establish breeding populations
in the Great Lakes ecosystem.  They
are currently on the doorstep of the
lakes, and their entry could cause
significant ecological damage and
forever change our use and enjoy-
ment of the lakes and their tributaries.

A live Asian carp was recently
found  6 miles from Lake Michigan in
the Chicago Ship and Sanitary Canal,
beyond the electronic barriers that
were intended to be the last line of
defense.  These invasive fish are very
close to the Great Lakes.  It is critical
that we move as quickly as possible
to sever the artificial connection
between the Mississippi River and
the Great Lakes and permanently
separate these two ecosystems.

Asian carp were imported to the
U.S. decades ago for aquaculture pur-
poses, but escaped into the lower
Mississippi River during floods and
are now well established in the Mis-
sissippi, Illinois, and Ohio river sys-
tems.  They are highly efficient filter
feeders, capable of eating 20 percent
of their body weight in plankton

each day.  They can grow to be more
than 100 pounds and, once estab-
lished, can outcompete native fish for
food at the base of the food web,
leading to crashes in forage and sport
fish populations.  In some areas of
the Illinois and Ohio river systems,
Asian carp comprise more than 95
percent of the biomass.

In addition, the carp are easily
startled by the noise of boat motors,
causing them to leap out of the wa-
ter.  Boaters have suffered serious
injury, including broken bones, due
to flying carp—this has virtually
eliminated recreational boating, wa-
ter-skiing, wakeboarding, and jet-ski-
ing on sections of river where the
carp are abundant.  A biologist work-
ing on the waterway commented:
“You may imagine it would be quite
novel for a 20-pound fish to jump
into your boat, but being hit by a

large Asian carp would be similar to
being hit by a bowling ball. Even if
the fish don’t hit you, they can break
fishing rods, windshields, electronics
or anything else in your boat. As if
adding insult, the carp will leave
slime, blood and excrement on every-
thing it touches.” (From www.
asiancarp.org, the Asian Carp Re-
gional Coordinating Committee’s
official response site, and an excel-
lent source of additional background
information on the carp.)

We must act now to address this
threat.  Despite the fact that Asian
carp are on the doorstep of the Great
Lakes, the pace of action has been far
too slow.  In 2007, Congress directed
the Army Corps to figure out how to
separate the Great Lakes and Missis-
sippi River ecosystems in order to
prevent the transfer of the Asian carp
and other species.  But the Corps has
not even released its study plan and
has said that its full analysis will take
significantly longer than the initial

‘Monster’ Asian carp threatening Great  Lakes
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Two species of Asian
carp, the bighead and
the silver, jump out of
the Illinois River near
Havana, Illinois.

How you can help
If you would like to do more,

please consider joining our Asian
carp action team!  Sign up on
our website (www.sierraclub
.org/greatlakes) by clicking on
the “Volunteer” tab and putting
Asian Carp Action Team in the
comment box.

Please help us protect the
Great Lakes from this threat.
Asian carp have devastated the
Mississippi River ecosystem,
harming people, local econo-
mies, property, and native fish
and wildlife.  We cannot afford to
let history repeat itself in our
vast, yet very vulnerable Great
Lakes.

goal of 2012.
Please urge President Obama to

appoint a “federal incident com-
mander” to coordinate the federal
response, ensure accountability, and
hasten action.  And ask the President
to direct the Corps to complete the
separation analysis by 2012.  We can-
not afford to wait, putting the entire
Great Lakes ecosystem, its $7 billion
recreational, commercial and tribal
fishing industry, and our way of life
at risk.  Please visit www.sierraclub
.org/greatlakes to send your com-
ments to the White House.
Emily Green is director of the national
Sierra Club’s Great Lakes Program.

To help with the Atlantic
Chapter’s work on this proposal
or other CAFOs, contact Erin
Riddle, chair, Farm & Food Com-
mittee, (607 372-5503; erinriddle@
verizon.net) and Linda DeStefano,
chair, Biodiversity/Vegetarian Out-
reach Committee (315 488-2140;
ldestefano3@twcny.rr.com).

people to read the information and
sign a petition if they are opposed to
the project. To date, we have more
than 700 signatures.

To raise awareness, we have de-
signed buttons and lawn signs; tabled
at various local events; plan to go
door to door to get petition signa-
tures; written numerous letters to
the editors, and to local, state and
federal officials, and connected with
knowledgeable people across the
country to educate ourselves.

We have provided the town board
and Oswego County officials with a
list of people whose communities
were ruined by factory farms (also
called confined animal feeding op-
erations, or CAFOs) so they can
speak with them directly. We are also
looking at organizing a public forum
soon.  A Syracuse University graduate
student would like to film our efforts
for a documentary. She will be film-
ing all Citizens for Family Farms
meetings, some town board meetings
and doing individual interviews.

We recently stepped up our ef-
forts by arranging a tour of a CAFO
in Cayuga County, inviting town
board members to go with us.
Connie Mather (featured in the re-
port, The Wasting of Rural New York
State: Factory Farms and Public
Health), Joyce Lovelace and Barbara
Abbott-King were there awaiting our
arrival. The Mathers had been forced
to evacuate their home in 2005
thanks to the ill effects of the CAFO.
They returned for a short period to
close the home down, and felt it
would be fitting to allow community
members to see and hear first hand
what could happen if the project is
allowed to proceed.

We flew above the area in the
morning to witness environmental
damage from the air; we then had a
ground tour to see the farms and the
many streams and brooks that have
completely vanished.  At Connie’s
home (as many large trucks continu-
ously roared by), the three panelists
discussed what it is like to live in the
belly of a CAFO, the businesses that
have left Genoa, and what it is like to
work a sustainable farm while living
and competing with CAFOs. We were
joined by Paul Casler, Schroeppel
supervisor and Lynett Greco, deputy
town supervisor.

The tour was preceded just five
days earlier, on August 12, by our
presentation of the petition calling
for the Town Board of Schroeppel to
rescind the resolution, not only to
the Town Board, but to the Oswego
County Legislature as well. While
there was mixed support from the
legislators—some extremely positive
— we felt it was essential to let the
county know how the community
feels about the issue.
Karen Hall is a founder of Citizens for
Family Farms. Her family owns a horse
farm just below the Oswego County bor-
der. She can be reached at khall3721@
windstream.net or 315-436-1039. For
updates, visit www.phoenixtalks.com.

continued from page 3

What you can do

Oswego factory farm fight heating up

Digital delivery of Sierra Atlantic?
Chapter needs reader e-mail addresses

For budgetary reasons, the
Chapter’s Executive Commit-

tee has passed a resolution asking
members to provide their e-mail
addresses in anticipation of the
possibility of partial electronic
distribution of the Sierra Atlantic.

If you look forward to each
issue of the Sierra Atlantic to learn
about critical environmental is-
sues in New York, please make
sure your e-mail address is regis-

tered: visit our website publica-
tions page (http://
newyork.sierraclub.org/
publications.html) and select  “Sub-
scribe me to the Sierra Atlantic
online.”

Your e-mail information will re-
main confidential. Your e-mail ad-
dress will be added solely to a Si-
erra Atlantic distribution list. You
will not be subscribed to other
Sierra Club e-mail lists.
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Candidates for at-large seats to the Chapter Executive Committee
Following are the unedited state-

ments received from candidates for
at-large seats to the Chapter’s Execu-
tive Committee. See ballot on page 12.

Stuart Auchincloss
Over the years I have lived or

worked in many parts of New York
State including the Hudson Valley
(where I live now), Rochester,
Tonawanda, Horseheads and
Watertown.␣  And I was born in New
York City.␣  If you elect me to repre-
sent you at-large on the Chapter Ex-
ecutive Committee, you can be sure I
will support conservation all across
the state.

My personal passion, and the cam-
paign on which I spend most of my
time, is persuading Wall Street and
the financial system to value the
natural environment.␣  We have
learned to describe the problems in
terms financial people understand
like risk and profit.␣  We have orga-
nized public pension funds worth a
total of nearly ten trillion dollars to
start using shareholder clout to press
for climate risk management.

From 1996 through 2002 and
since 2004 I have served at-large on
the Atlantic Chapter Executive Com-
mittee, serving two years as chair.␣
Through the Club I campaign for
good environmental candidates for
local, state and national office.

I am retired from both the prac-
tices of law and civil engineering,
which I did in California.␣  I am mar-
ried with two children and five
grandchildren.␣  I have an advanced
degree in environmental law, so I
understand the issues pretty well.

I would like your vote.␣  If you
have any questions or comments
about any aspect of the Chapter or
my service, please do not hesitate to
call me at (845) 679-7002 or send me
e-mail to sauchincloss@earthlink.net.

Ken Baer
As a Sierra Club activist for many

years, it has always been an exhilarat-
ing experience to lobby elected offi-
cials on environmental issues.  Dur-
ing this period, I have engaged over
250 legislators on such issues as
solid waste, incineration, drinking
water, piping plovers, indoor air pol-
lution, lead poisoning, and develop-
ment issues.

As a Sierra Club leader, I have re-
cruited many new activists, who
then had the opportunity to quiz
public officials on environmental
issues. The most thrilling aspect of
this is witnessing the empowerment
of members.

Over the years I have been in-
volved with the following Sierra
Club efforts:

• Organizing environmentalists
and lobbying legislators on hydraulic
fracturing and the need to prevent it
in New York, so we can protect our
watersheds and farms (eventually we
need to ban fracking globally)

• Promoting renewable energy,
conservation and energy efficiency
to reduce greenhouse gases

• Lobbying to get a state wetlands
bill enacted

• Educating people about CAFO’s
• Fighting to stop the Jets Stadium

in Manhattan, Ratner’s use of emi-
nent domain in Brooklyn and luxury
condos from being constructed in
Brooklyn Bridge Park

• Closing the Indian Point nuclear
power plant

• Working to enact the Bigger, Bet-
ter, Bottle Bill

• Demonstrating against the use
of pesticides

My vision for the chapter is to
have a greater public presence, at-
tract new members, and recruit addi-
tional activists.

As always, I remain an advocate
for animals, an avid recycler, a user of
mass transit, and a vegetarian.

My Email address is
HUNGRYHIKER@AOL.COM.

Jessica Helm
This is my 6th year volunteering

with the Sierra Club, and my 3rd year
with the chapter executive commit-
tee. I have been secretary, media
chair, and conservation chair for my
local group (the Long Island Group),
and am currently conservation chair
and online media chair for the chap-
ter. Since January I have become in-
volved in national Sierra Club activi-
ties as the leader of the national
Hydrofracking Team, which brings
volunteers and staff together in the
fight against fossil fuel exploitation
in shale gas and tight sand forma-
tions across the country, including
our own Marcellus shale.

Our volunteers are the Sierra
Club’s greatest strength. A serious
commitment to environmental activ-
ism can be taxing – the phrase “no
good deed goes unpunished” is often
invoked. The flip side of that commit-
ment is the joy of finding others who
share your passion, and combining
efforts to accomplish amazing things.
The chapter executive committee
and its delegates exist to support and
catalyze these interactions.

The energy and global warming
committees have many hardworking
activists- I hope to develop a bridge
between their work and entry-level
activists. Finally, I will continue to
work to expand volunteer water
monitoring to new corners of the
state with the Water Sentinels.

It would be an honor to return to
the chapter executive committee for
a term as your at-large delegate.

Art Klein
My life is just about parallel to the

development of the modern environ-
mental movement.

From 1957 to 1990 I worked on in
the Great Lakes, in construction, sea-
man and finally a clean Water Act
Investigator for the Corps of Engi-
neers. Especially early I witnessed
the degradation and pollution of our
Great Lakes and later the feeble re-
sponses to this.

I was a waterways Investigator in
the Corps of Engineers from 1973 to
1990 and learned the possibilities
and limitations of Government in
regulating the waterways and wet-
lands.

I am a bicycle and pedestrian ad-

vocate and active in outdoor recre-
ation and advocacy. I focus on educa-
tion and knowledge that actively
involves stakeholders, government,
and society to act in an appropriate
way to deal with environmental
problems.

My Sierra activities and interests
include but are not restricted to
Great Lakes water quality, the
Niagara Greenway effort, wetlands,
urban sprawl; open space and forest
and park policies, and transportation
issues.

My career in Government has al-
lowed me special insight to the limi-
tations of government and the im-
portance of understanding the policy
and regulations that determine these
limitations. I write at least one letter
a month to one or all my representa-
tives and nearly a letter a month to
the editor.

I have been married to Lyn for
forty years, have a great Briard dog,
fantastic cat, Merlyn, six Koi and a
yard seething with life and now filled
with birds and butterflies.

Annie Wilson
Greed and ignorance are the root

cause of our global crisis. We must
fight government policies and regula-
tions that support and promote the
corporate and military abuses of our
environmental, social and spiritual
health.  Most environmental organi-
zations compromise rational and
scientific strategies in order to re-
ceive financial contributions. What is
legal is not necessarily ethical.

The Sierra Club is a unique para-
digm and it is often promoted as the
largest grassroots organization in the
United States.  We must restore the
potential for our organization as a
more effective and efficient tool for
the grassroots.␣  The development of
campaigns, projects and priorities
initiated within our communities
must be supported and nurtured.
There are many issues that we are
neglecting due to insufficient finan-
cial and human resources. Chapter
fundraising has always been very
difficult and we must find a method
without compromising our integrity.

 During the past 20 years I have
been working to help advance en-
ergy policy campaigns within the

environmental justice movement. I
have been active within the Club
since 2002. Currently, I Chair the
Atlantic Chapter Energy Committee
and represent the New York City
Group at the Chapter Executive
Committee. Please consider this can-
didacy as a synergy of activistic and
life experiences that will continue to
support wise decision-making by the
Executive Committee for the Atlantic
Chapter. For more information con-
tact me via awilson.scnyc@
gmail.com. Thank You.

Martha Loew
As a thirty-two-year member of

Sierra Club and a 10-year Chair of the
Iroquois Group, I have actively par-
ticipated in many environmental
issues both at the Chapter and
Group level. I have just completed
my second two-year term as an at-
large delegate to the Atlantic Chapter.

My term may be over but there is
so much ongoing in state-level con-
servation issues that I am asking for
your vote so I may continue with
these important efforts, and hope-
fully to successful conclusions.

As you all know, the all out effort
to pass a moratorium on
Hydrofracking at the state level is at
a crucial stage and as part of the
team that is working with the Con-
servation Chair it is important to
keep those on that team on the
Chapter Executive Committee. Par-
ticularly the at-large level as we are
responsible to the whole Chapter,
not just our Groups.

As an at-large member I have, and
will, advocate for inclusion of all
Groups in the location of meetings
and the recognition of special con-
cerns that exist in each of the eleven
groups. As a Chapter we must learn
about and reach out to all parts of
the Chapter. As your delegate I will
do this.

My thanks to the nominating com-
mittee for this opportunity. I ask for
your vote to continue the important
work of an at-large delegate as we
face probably the most serious New
York State environmental challenge
in recent years.

To discuss issues, please write
mloew@twcny.rr.com

Group Chairs
Finger Lakes  Kate Bartholomew, 607-228-7371,

kbarthol@watkinsglenschools.org

Hudson-Mohawk  Virginia Boyle Traver, 518-322-0950,
virginiabt28@hotmail.com

Iroquois  Martha Loew, 315-492-4745, mloew@twcny.rr.com

Long Island  Shawn Kilmurray, 631-669-1175, shawnk@rocktheearth.org

Lower Hudson  George Klein, 914-941-2505,  lowerhudson@gmail.com

Mid-Hudson Joanne Steele, 845-338-0300, sierraclubjoanne@gmail.com

Niagara  Bob Ciesielski, 716-634-3394, rmciesie@yahoo.com

New York City  Ken Baer, 718-638-3533, hungryhiker@aol.com

Ramapo-Catskill  Stanley Mayer, 845-342-3997, mayerstanley@hotmail.com

Rochester Deb Muratore, 585-385-9743, deb.muratore@hotmail.com

Susquehanna  Julian Shepherd, 607-722-9327, jshepher@binghamton.edu
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by Betsy Naselli

F all already! This is a great season
to make a warming bowl of
soup. Make lots to have for a

few days, or to freeze for another
meal. Using the best of this season’s
fresh produce such as cool weather
greens (spinach, kale, Swiss chard),
sweet potatoes and red peppers, you
can prepare a healthy soup to warm
you when the temperature drops.
Add a fresh salad and a few whole
grain crackers and enjoy your not-
from-a-can soups!

Sweet Potato, Kale
and Black Bean Soup

3 cloves garlic, finely chopped
1 yellow onion, finely chopped
1 t. ground cumin
1 T. olive oil
1 bunch Dinosaur or Lacinato

kale, or Swiss chard, washed and
sliced into half inch wide ribbons

2 medium to large sweet potatoes,
peeled and cut into half inch pieces

4 C. vegetable broth
2 C. cooked black beans, or one

can, rinsed and drained
pinch of nutmeg
salt and pepper to taste

In a large pot, saute garlic and on-
ion in oil until soft and translucent.
Add cumin and stir, cook for another
minute. Add kale and cover, stirring
occasionally, until kale is softened.
Add sweet potatoes and cook, cov-
ered, until almost tender, then add
broth and bring to a boil. Add beans.
Cook until heated through. Add nut-
meg and salt and pepper.

Raw “Creme” of Spinach Soup
I’ve made this soup all summer

long, as a cold soup, but, now that
the days are shorter and cooler, I’ll
be making it with hot water instead
of cold. Don’t use boiling water, but
don’t use hot tap water. You don’t

Let fall’s harvest  put a spring in your step

A s a birdwatching implement,
the bicycle may be unsur-
passed. A bicycle rolls smoothly,

stealthily. It never sounds like human
footsteps, which send birds packing.
It permits a rider to cover miles of
road silently, listening for tell-tale
songs and indicative rustlings in
grass. It allows for landscape scrutiny.

Catbirds scratch in a roadside
ditch; waxwings whisper overhead
about the excellence of this year’s
berry crop — you can hear these
things while riding a bike. This revela-
tion came slowly. Prior notions
needed dispelling. One buys a bike to
go fast, doesn’t one? All those racers
bent like pretzels over handlebars,
dashing from here to there in
stretchy shorts — isn’t that biking?

Wheel of Seasons
by Rick Marsi

One buys a bike to ride on city
streets, doesn’t one? All those hu-

mans and machines making noise to
blot out birds; buses belching; car
horn serenades — isn’t that biking,
too?

It is in certain circles. But what of
the citizen who was born to ogle
flycatchers, not win the Tour de
France? What of those born to feel
better on dirt roads than paved ones?
What about the humble bird-
watcher?

There is nothing available for such
a person, not a single bicycle-related
thrill.

That’s what I used to think before
I found knobby tires. They grow on
bicycles with numerous gears that
allow middle-aged riders to ascend
steep hills without searing pain. They
roll along quietly on country roads,

preventing punctures and allowing
birders to glance about for tanagers.

A male scarlet tanager from the
bike has been my best bird so far.
Before that it was a wild turkey; be-
fore that an indigo bunting. The tana-
ger had a caterpillar in its mouth and
didn’t hear me coming. I coasted by,
drinking in that blast of brilliant red.
Then I circled and coasted by again.
The bird was still there.

The turkey haunted a deep
wooded hollow. Standing in the
middle of the road, it stared at three
bikes descending, waited until we
were 25 yards away, then trotted into
roadside shadows. We rolled forward
slowly, not talking. The turkey lay 15
feet from us, flattened on the ground
amidst fronds of sensitive fern. We
stopped and stared. The bird stood
up, tiptoed nervously for several
steps, ran stiffly for several more,
then took off through the trees in a
flurry of beating wings. For three
seconds or so, the bird’s tail flashed
open like a partially spread fan.
Feathers exploded in a burst of
bronze iridescence. It was the clos-
est, most revealing, look I’ve had at a
wild turkey in motion.

There have been other bicycle
moments. The male indigo bunting
was perched in sunlight, on a fence
post by a field filled with Indian
paintbrush. It reflected deep blue all
over, incomparable on an early morn-
ing ride. There have been old friends,
too: cardinals by the dozen, song
sparrows by the gross and a broad-
winged hawk that didn’t know I was
there until it looked straight down
and saw me. The bird glided silently
from one side of the road to the
other, disappearing in dense oak
trees. I counted black and white
bands on its tail. There were eight.

A recipe, then, for birding success:
Take two knobby tires, add one
birder and stir in a narrow dirt road.
Allow to settle on a cool autumn
morning. Enjoy.

Naturalist Rick Marsi, a member of the
Susquehanna Group, is a journalist,
public speaker and leader of eco-tours.
His book of favorite nature columns is
Wheel of Seasons, available at
www.rickmarsi.com.  ©2010 Rick Marsi

want to drink water that’s been sit-
ting in your hot water heater! You
could also add a dash of cayenne
pepper to this to heat it up a little
more!

1/4 C. of raw cashews, soaked for 2
hours and drained

about 3 C. baby spinach, or 1
bunch spinach

1/2 avocado
2 C. hot water, divided
2 T. olive oil
1 tomato, finely chopped, for gar-

nish
coarse sea salt*

Place cashews and 1/2 cup hot
water in blender. Blend until smooth,
adding more water if necessary. Add
spinach, avocado and remaining wa-
ter and blend until smooth. Add oil
and blend just to incorporate. Serve
sprinkled with coarse sea salt and
finely chopped tomatoes.

“Creamy” Roasted
Red Pepper Soup

3 T. olive oil, divided
2 cloves garlic, finely chopped
1 cup finely chopped onion
4 large red bell peppers, roasted

and peeled**
1/4 C. all purpose flour
1 C. non-dairy milk (unsweetened)
3 C. vegetable broth
salt and pepper to taste

In a large soup pot, saute the gar-
lic and onion in 1 tablespoon oil un-
til soft and translucent. Place in
blender. Add roasted peppers to
blender. Blend until smooth (add a
bit of the broth if necessary). In the
same pan, place the remaining two
tablespoons of olive oil. When warm,
stir in flour until incorporated, then
whisk in non-dairy milk. Add veg-
etable broth and whisk until smooth.
Add pepper mixture from blender
and heat through. Serve.

*If you made any of the herbal sea
salts from my last column, this is a
great opportunity to use some.

**To roast peppers: place whole
peppers on a gas burner or grill, or
under a broiler. Roast until skin is
blackened, turning peppers as neces-
sary. Immediately place peppers in a
paper bag. When cool, the charred
skins will easily peel off. Don’t rinse!
That will remove a lot of flavor; a few
bits of blackened peel won’t ruin the
soup.

Betsy Naselli owns The Holistic Lifestyle
Company in the Syracuse area.
www.TheHolisticLifestyleCompany.com
The Atlantic Chapter encourages you to move to-
ward a plant-based diet to protect the environment,
human health and wildlife, and to make better use
of natural resources. To learn more and receive
more recipes, contact the Biodiversity/Vegetarian
Outreach Committee at
LDESTEFANO3@twcny.rr.com, (315) 488-2140 ,
5031 Onondaga Rd., Syracuse, NY 13215-1403 or
go to www.newyork.sierraclub.org/. Click on “Con-
servation” at the top. On the left, see “Environmen-
tal Issues.” Click on “Biodiversity/Vegetarian Out-
reach.”

Birding by bicycle yields bountiful sightings
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Iroquois
Group to EPA: we’re ready when you are

After we paused to catch our breath following our Gasland showing and
Josh Fox visit, the scheduled date for the EPA hearing in Binghamton on
Marcellus Shale drilling approached.  We were prepared, as the lead time was
good. Many were signed up to attend and/or speak, and transportation to Bing-
hamton had been arranged.  Details of sign messages, speaker topics, and even
costumes had been discussed and planned. We were ready! We even had a con-
current rally ready in Syracuse for those who could not go to Binghamton.

Three days before the big day, rumbles began, and two days before, we
heard that Binghamton would not be the location, but Syracuse would.  What a
scramble.  A flood of calls and e-mails ensued, and we were ready — but then
the meeting site was switched back to Binghamton with no new date or loca-
tion. Sort of like they moved the altar, then kidnapped the minister.  Our “draw-
ing board” is going to need a facelift before this is over.

On the plus side: the power of the industry was revealed and the press cov-
erage on the issue was awesome.

While hydrofracking will continue to be our main focus, we have additional
plans for our Group. Programs and planning will include our ongoing talks
with the city on litter prevention and education. Along with this issue we will
explore zero-waste initiatives with the city and county.

And of course there is always Onondaga Lake.  The cleanup is really pro-
gressing to the point where we now discuss habitat restoration and hold suc-

Group Roundup

cessful fishing derbies. (No, not for the frying pan yet.) Our lake is a long way
from the cesspool it was and that is really welcome news.

Martha Loew

Mid-Hudson
Group members attend Club’s Outdoor Leader Training

Four of our Group’s members attended the Outdoor Leader Training in July.
Among the 60 attendees, including two from your Excom, were Brother Yusef
Burgess and his group of young people and their teachers from the “Xbox
Detox” program featured in the July/August issue of Sierra magazine. (Xbox
Detox is the title shown on the cover). Check it out! National Sierra Club has
had an Inner City Outings program for the past 33 years. This very educational
workshop should eventually help in reviving our Group’s outings program.

JOANNE STEELE

Niagara
Niagara Greenway, Marcellus Shale, wetlands preservation keep Group busy

Beautiful summer weather and a chance to enjoy a vista of the Niagara
River took our last meeting to Tonawanda’s Aqua Park. The setting facilitated
our Niagara River Greenway discussions.

Sierrans Larry Beahan and Art Klein sit on the Niagara Environmental
Relicensing Coalition (NREC). That group is voicing Sierrans’ concerns that the
$9 million per year the Niagara Power Authority has allocated Western New
York over the next 50 years to compensate for the relicensing of the Niagara
Power Project is being frittered away on projects unlikely to build the prom-
ised Niagara River Greenway.  A major problem is that the Greenway Commis-
sion, which might guide this spending, has been given virtually no power.  The
NREC is writing letters critical of inappropriate projects, testifying at
Greenway meetings and writing letters to editors publicizing this wasteful
spending. They are looking into legislative remedies as well.

This spring the Niagara Group established a phone tree of volunteers will-
ing to make calls to legislators. Chair Bob Ciesielski activated these volunteers
to make calls supporting Senator Antoine Thompson’s bill to establish a mora-
torium on hydrofracking in the Marcellus Shale. The Group has stayed in close
touch with Senator Thompson on this and other issues through his aide, Bill

✁

The Elections Committee strongly encourages you to use an

envelope for returning your ballot. This will greatly decrease the

chances of your ballot being damaged in the mail and not counted!

Choose up to four candidates.
Ballot 1
❑   Martha Loew
❑   Annie Wilson
❑   Art Klein
❑   Jessica Helm
❑   Ken Baer
❑   Stuart Auchincloss

Choose up to four candidates.
Ballot 2
❑   Martha Loew
❑   Annie Wilson
❑   Art Klein
❑   Jessica Helm
❑   Ken Baer
❑   Stuart Auchincloss

NOTE: Single memberships use one ballot.
Joint memberships use both ballots.

Atlantic Chapter executive committee 2010 election for at-large delegates

Fo
ld

 h
er

e s
o m

ai
lin

g 
ad

dr
es

s o
n 

pa
ge

 1
1 

fa
ce

s o
ut

Cut here

Group Roundup continued on page 8

To be eligible to vote in the election, you must be a member in good standing
of the Atlantic Chapter as of the mailing of this newsletter in the fall of 2010.

Please read all the candidates’ statements on page 10. Indicate your
choices by checking the boxes next to the candidates’ names on the ballot
on this page. Each member may fill out only one ballot. Joint members use
both ballots. Ballots should not be cut or separated.

Each member may vote for up to four candidates. You may vote for fewer
than four, but voting for more than four will void your ballot.

DO NOT cover up your mailing address. It is used to verify that the ballot
is being submitted by an Atlantic Chapter member. It will be removed be-
fore the ballots are counted. Secrecy will be ensured. Putting your folded
ballot in an envelope is the best way to send it.  This greatly reduces
the possibility of damage during mailing. If you don’t use an envelope,
please fold and secure as indicated. Please TAPE IT – NO STAPLES!

Affix a 44-cent stamp and mail to:  Elections Committee, Sierra Club
Hudson Mohawk Group, P.O. Box 8447,  Albany, NY 12208-8447.

Members who do not receive a ballot, or who damage or lose their ballot,
may request a replacement from Atlantic Chapter office employees. They
will send you a replacement ballot bearing your membership number and
the signature of a Chapter staff member. Only such replacement ballots sent
to you from Chapter staff will be counted. No replacement ballots will be
issued after December 15, 2010.

If you have any questions or problems, contact Chapter staff at 516-672-
8252. Allow enough time for your problem or question to be resolved be-
fore the deadline. Mail your ballots so that they are received on or before
December 31, 2010. Ballots will be counted in early January, 2011.


