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Farm family’s nightmare: ‘Gas drillers cut corners from day one’

continued on page 6

by Candace Mingis

In 1971, when my husband’s fam-
ily bought its farm in Van Etten,
there was an abandoned Oriskany

formation well on the property.
There were, indeed, abandoned wells
all over the neighboring hills —
some of which were providing
neighbors with free gas.

A small pipe and tank seemed
innocuous enough. So when a neigh-
bor came by in 1999 with his friend,
an oil and gasman who owned a
small company in Pennsylvania, we
signed a ten-year lease.

  It was a community-held belief in
Van Etten, based on past experience,
that gas wells were “no big deal.”
Nearly all our neighbors signed.
There were no informational forums
back then, nor attorneys who knew
what was coming.

Five years later, after the lower
rights to our lease were assigned to a
multinational corporation, we real-
ized something bigger was happen-

ing and finally sought an attorney’s
help.  The first attorney we saw was
knowledgeable but was interested in
helping us only if we exercised a
sale clause we had put in the lease,
and sell our land to a friend of his
who invested in oil and gas. His fee
would be 33% of the additional roy-
alties gained from the transaction.
We were not comfortable with this.

The second attorney willingly
assisted us with the high-pressure,
eleventh-hour negotiations with the
gas company, which now wanted to
drill a well on our farm. But it soon
became clear he knew nothing
about the industrial gas drilling com-
ing. Finding a reliable attorney was
nearly an impossible task. We didn’t
even know what questions to ask.

We scrambled to come up with
last-minute protections, mostly from
bits and pieces of information we
were now learning from neighbors.

The gas company was willing to
negotiate, as they had not yet gotten
us to sign an amending agreement
they needed. We forged an agree-
ment to make sure our beautiful,
gravelly loam field would be restored.

The well was drilled in the Tren-
ton/Black River formation. It was a
conventional well that went nearly
two miles down and one mile hori-
zontally under the village. It was a
huge industrial operation — a far cry
from the old Oriskany wells on our hill.

From day one, the gas company
began to cut corners. What was to be
“just a couple of acres” was actually
seven acres (we measured it.) We
asked that the access road run along
the edge of the field, and they cut it
diagonally through the field. The
landman who had been negotiating
with us had actually helped us flag
where the road was to be, and he

argued for us to get them to re-do
the road. It just went on and on.  The
holding ponds were supposed to
have two layers of plastic. They had
only one. The brine was supposed to
be hauled out more often than it
was. We felt we had to constantly be
checking, taking pictures, and calling
the gas company.

Of course, the operation was an
industrial site we never could have
imagined: 24-hour-a-day drilling, ram-
ming noise, lit up all night. It went
longer than they said it would, taking
three months to prepare the site and
drill. When the well was flared (for
three days and nights) and the whole
valley was lit up like a stadium, it
began to feel like something terrible
had been unleashed.

When it was time to restore the
larger/outer area of the well site, the
gas company cut corners once again,
even though the procedure was
spelled out clearly in the written
agreement. They used a bulldozer to

by Moisha Blechman

Three million years ago, when the
CO

2
 content of the Earth’s atmo-

sphere was just 400 parts per
million (ppm), the temperatures of
the planet averaged 2-3° Celsius
more and the seas were between 40
and 80 feet higher than they are to-
day. Clearly, the deep historic record
confirms what the melting of plan-
etary ice is telling us today.  The car-
bon we have already put into the
atmosphere, 390 ppm, will lead to
that same eventuality.

Forty-four years ago, President
Lyndon Johnson’s advisory council
warned that our greenhouse gas
emissions could generate “marked
changes in climate.”  That’s 44 years
of research, special testifying before
Congress, etc., at huge annual costs
to the government.

Yet, even now, there is no substan-
tive legislation to reverse climate
change.  The House did not do it, and

The climate crisis: why ‘350’ matters, what we must do

the Senate will be a hard pull.
The international meetings on

climate change in Copenhagen this
December sponsored by the UN are
expected to be difficult.

After 44 years of political failure,

we must insist on a real climate secu-
rity bill in the Senate. We need to
embolden President Obama here at
home and in Copenhagen. We need
an international treaty in
Copenhagen with a plan to phase
out burning coal immediately, in all
probability within three years, if we
are to avoid the 400 number. We
need to phase out all fossil fuel emis-
sions by 2030, perhaps sooner.

Can we do it? The science tells us,
we must. “We have reached a plan-
etary emergency,” says James Hansen,
our most eminent atmospheric scien-
tist. “Elements of a perfect storm,
global cataclysm are assembled. The
oft-stated goal to keep global warm-
ing less than 2°C is a recipe for disas-
ter, not salvation.” Other climate sci-
entists call it climate holocaust and
climate genocide.

Why? The bottom line is chemistry.
The chemical content of the atmo-
sphere is a major determinant of cli-
mate, especially such gases as carbon
dioxide and methane. Each molecule
is very powerful in its ability to regu-
late just how much heat from the sun
will remain on Earth to keep us
warm, and how much will return to
space to keep us from overheating.
We have learned to measure exactly
how many parts per million of these
gases are in the atmosphere.

Since carbon dioxide (CO
2
) is by

far the most abundant greenhouse
gas in the atmosphere, knowing that
number indicates planetary tempera-
tures. We should all know three mea-
sures that describe climate: They are
280, 350 and 390 ppm of CO

2
 in the

atmosphere. This numerical range can
make a life-and-death difference for
all living things.

Homo sapiens came into being in
an atmosphere of between 180 and
300 ppm of CO

2
, as did all the larger

mammals. In fact, nothing alive today
ever lived in the atmosphere we have
currently of 390 ppm of CO

2
. This is a

completely new chemistry and every
living thing is trying to adjust.

The historic, pre-industrial 280
(and lower) ppm is the chemical
foundation of our existing ecosys-
tems. It is the number that gives the
planet its best overall climate. Going
back to 280 ppm would be ideal.

Today’s atmosphere of 390 ppm is
a consequence of industrialism. Hu-
man activity is pouring another 3.5
ppm of CO

2
 into the atmosphere per

continued on page 4

The Global Warming Committee of the Atlantic Chapter urges everyone
to participate in the International Day of Climate Action on Saturday, Oc-
tober 24. The timing is calculated to influence December’s international
conference on climate change in Copenhagen. Here’s what you can do:

• Participate on October 24. Contact your regional Group chair or
Catherine Hiller (catherine_hiller@yahoo.com) to find the nearest event
being organized by Sierrans, or visit www.350.org to find other events
near you. Have a better idea for an event? Organize now! See page 4.

• Photocopy and circulate the petition on page 3 or download it from
the Chapter website, www.newyork.sierraclub.org.

• Lead by example. Take 19 steps to cut your carbon, page 3.

Sierrans plan  ‘350’ actions October 24

Congressional bill would
close the “Halliburton

loophole,” page 7.
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Paterson signs order to reduce
state’s GHG emissions 80 percent by 2050

Message from the Chair
by Susan Lawrence

continued on page 9

Governor David A. Paterson has
signed Executive Order No. 24,
setting a goal to reduce, by the

year 2050, greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions in New York by 80 percent
below the levels emitted in 1990.

The executive order also creates a
Climate Action Council with a direc-
tive to prepare a draft Climate Action
Plan by September 30, 2010. The plan
will assess how all economic sectors
can reduce greenhouse gas emissions
and adapt to climate change, as well
as identify the extent to which such
actions support New York’s goals for
a clean energy economy.

“Climate change is the most press-
ing environmental issue of our time.
By taking action, we send a signal
that New Yorkers will do our share to
address the climate crisis, and we
will do it in a way that creates oppor-
tunities for innovation and entrepre-
neurship to flourish,” said Paterson.
“One way we will achieve this goal is
by focusing our efforts on a clean

The draft 2009 New York State
Energy Plan strongly advocates
drilling for natural gas in the

Marcellus shale despite the mount-
ing evidence that the toxic chemi-
cals used for hydraulic fracturing of
shale are extremely hazardous to
watersheds, farmland, living things,
drinking water and other natural
resources.

Moreover, the plan’s proposals to
expand electric transmission lines
(for more nuclear power and impor-
tation of large hydro dam power) is
inconsistent with the goal of energy
security for the state.

The state energy plan, most im-
portantly, must place primary empha-
sis on greatly reducing energy de-
mand through conservation and effi-
ciency. Our state, nation and world
can’t keep pushing increased energy
production from fossil fuel and
nuclear power to the detriment of
developing renewables, cutting de-

We need sustainable energy production and use
mand and improving efficiency.

In the Sept./Oct. 2009 Sierra
magazine, Sierra Club Executive Di-
rector Carl Pope points out the criti-
cal need to reduce soot and methane
emissions around the world as
quickly as possible. He emphasizes
this as even more critical in the short
run than reducing carbon dioxide
(CO

2
) emissions.  This does not mean

that we should then automatically
shift to emphasizing gas drilling in
the Marcellus shale or elsewhere
where it would be a serious threat to
the environment, just to turn to us-
ing more natural gas, a fossil fuel
with lower emissions of carbon diox-
ide (CO

2
) and particulate matter than

coal or oil.
To reduce methane emissions, the

Sierra Club needs to emphasize eat-
ing little or no animal products and
reducing methane releases from or-
ganic waste in landfills.

We need to balance the critical

concerns and reality of global warm-
ing and climate change with the
threat to our precious critical water
supplies and other natural resources.
The established concept of reaching
a world crisis in fossil fuel availability
with “peak oil” is also synonymous
with the concept of  “peak water.”
Countries around the world and
parts of the U.S. are faced with se-
vere shortages of water. Only water
is essential to life. Oil is not.

I hope by the time you read this
that the omnibus energy legislation
(which passed the U.S. House and is
before the U.S. Senate) has been
amended to shift back regulation of
greenhouse gas emissions to the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency,
acting under the Clean Air Act, on a
scientific basis.  The fossil fuel and
nuclear industries are lobbying hard
to strip the EPA’s authority to regu-
late greenhouse gas emissions.

The August 2009 Hightower
Lowdown emphasizes how all this
decision-making is being driven by
big business. Instead, we need to
shift focus to sustainable energy pro-
duction and use on a smaller scale,
close to home. China and India and
other developing countries are on a
perilous journey, emphasizing con-
struction of many new coal-fired
plants. Their economic development
and demand for energy can greatly
benefit from not adopting the devel-
oped countries’ exploitive use of
resources for excessive consumption.

Until the developed and develop-
ing countries adopt sustainable en-
ergy principles — reduce demand to
what is essential, maximize effi-
ciency, and shift quickly to
renewables — they cannot effec-
tively reverse climate change and
other devastation from pollutants.
Focusing on environmental justice
for all would help us reach these goals.

In Plan B3.0: Mobilizing to Save
Civilization (W.W. Norton, 2008),
Lester Brown emphasizes that the
developing world cannot adopt the
Western economic model of endless
consumption of resources and must
instead build a new economy that:

• is largely powered by renewables,
• recycles and reuses everything, and
• diversifies its transportation system.
You can make a difference in all

this. Jessica Helm’s column (page 4)
explains how we can act in our com-
munities, particularly now, through
all the 350.org events on Oct. 24.
Also, becoming a Sierra Club “climate
leader” is an effective way to push
the U.S. government to take key ac-
tion, including enactment of sound
energy legislation before the world
treaty negotiations on greenhouse
gas emissions begin in December at
the UN climate conference in
Copenhagen. We need to fight at the
local, state, federal and international
levels for sustainable energy produc-
tion and use.

energy economy that will create jobs
for New Yorkers.”

New York has already taken a
number of steps to address the cli-
mate crisis, including the Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI),
stricter automobile greenhouse gas
emission standards and the “45 by
15” program for expanding efficiency
measures and renewable energy.

Future climate change will impose
significant economic burdens on
New York. Heat-related mortality in
the New York City metropolitan re-
gion could increase by 47 to 95 per-
cent when compared to 1990 levels,
according to the Governor’s Office.
New York’s public drinking water
supplies may also be compromised
by changes in temperature and pre-
cipitation. In addition, a warmer cli-
mate will adversely affect the state’s
crucial dairy production and crops,
including grain, apples and potatoes,
resulting in a potential increase in
the cost of food.

On  June 8 I went to Albany to
lobby for the global warming bill,
which called for an 80 percent CO2

reduction by 2050. But when I got
there, I found the Senate Republicans
had struck a “coup” deal with two
erstwhile Democratic senators (both
of whom are under investigation) to
take over Senate leadership. In re-
sponse, acting like typical adoles-
cents, the Senate Democrats locked
the doors and hid the key.

It turned out that behind the

In case you missed the NYS Senate cat fight
scenes, Thomas Golisano, a conserva-
tive Rochester billionaire (who is no
longer a legal resident of New York;
having left the state, he no longer
pays state taxes) was negotiating
deals and financial promises to se-
cure his ideas on tax reform.  Appar-
ently, when the Democrats wouldn’t
deal, he turned to the Republicans
and helped arrange the coup whereby
Republicans could take over Senate
leadership — despite the will of citi-

Letters

E X P L O R E ,  E N J O Y  A N D

P R O T E C T  T H E  P L A N E T
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Here are tips that will help re-
duce global warming pollution;
more than a few will save you

money, too.

Buy organic and local. Many of the
chemicals used on farms today pol-
lute our drinking water and require
energy to produce. Eating locally-
produced foods reduces energy use
for transportation.  And while you’re
at it, consider taking your own bags
to the market to help reduce waste!

Air-dry your clothes. Line-drying
clothes instead of using a dryer can
save 700 pounds of carbon dioxide
(CO

2
), and, as a bonus, $75 a year.

Change light bulbs. Compact fluo-
rescent bulbs use 66 percent less
energy than regular bulbs. Replacing
just three of your home’s most fre-
quently used bulbs can save 300
pounds of CO

2
 and $60 a year. If ev-

ery family in the U.S. did, we’d cut
CO

2
 by more than 90 billion pounds!

Inflate your tires and change the air
filter. Improperly inflated tires can
waste as much as 250 pounds of CO

2

a year and $840 in gas money.  A
tired air filter also wastes CO

2
 and

money. Check both monthly.
Check the water heater or go

tankless. Keeping your water heater
thermostat at no higher than 120°
Fahrenheit saves money and reduces
emissions. Insulating the water
heater adds to your savings. Switch-
ing to a tankless water heater is even
better, saving 300 pounds of CO

2
 a

year and $390.
Shorten your shower. Because

showers account for two-thirds of all
water heating costs, shorter time
sudsing up can save up to 350
pounds of CO

2
 a year. Installing a

low-flow showerhead saves another
350 pounds of CO

2
.

Unplug appliances. Even when a
plugged-in electronic appliance is
turned off, it uses energy. Play it safe,
unplug and save more than 1,000
pounds of CO

2
 and $256 a year.

Adjust the thermostat. Just two de-
grees up in summer and two degrees
down in winter can save a whopping
2,000 pounds of CO

2
 and $98 a year.

You could save about a ton of CO
2
 a

year with this simple adjustment and
save money, too.

Clean or replace filters on your fur-
nace and air conditioner. Cleaning a
dirty air filter can save 350 pounds of
CO

2
 a year.

Install a programmable thermostat.
Programmable thermostats automati-
cally lower the heat or AC at night or
when you’re at work. They can save
you $100 a year on your energy bill.

Plant a tree. Trees help suck up
climate-altering CO

2
, provide cleaner

air and save 2,000 pounds of CO
2
 a

year.
Sharply reduce consumption of meat,

especially beef. According to a 2006
United Nations report, livestock ac-
counts for 18 percent of worldwide
greenhouse gas emissions. The head
of the United Nations Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change rec-
ommended that people give up meat
one day a week to take pressure off
the atmosphere.  A Carnegie Mellon
study found that the average Ameri-
can would benefit the planet more
by being vegetarian one day per

week than by switching to a totally
local diet (heck, why not do both?).
A University of Chicago study found
that switching to a vegan diet would
have a bigger impact than trading
your gas guzzler for a Prius.

Also, reducing meat consump-
tion frees up pastureland for for-
ests. Forests soak up large amounts
of CO

2
 and can make a dent in glo-

bal warming pollution. Methane is
the second most significant green-
house gas and cows are one of the
greatest methane emitters.

Stop mowing. Allowing your lawn
to grow tall or to spread wild-
flower seeds, etc., will eventually
lead to a more naturalized environ-
ment, encouraging wildlife back to
sterile areas. If you’re going to
mow, push. Use your muscles in-
stead of fossil fuels, get some exer-
cise, and save an average of 80

pounds of CO
2
 per year.

Use recycled paper. Making sure
your printer paper is 100 percent
post-consumer recycled paper can
save up to five pounds of CO

2
 per

ream (500 pages). It takes 70 to 90
percent less energy to make recycled
paper, and it prevents the loss of for-
ests worldwide.

Plant a tree. A single tree will ab-
sorb one ton of CO

2
 over its lifetime.

Shade provided by trees can also
reduce your cooling bill by 10 to 15
percent.

Don’t idle. Idling your car wastes
money and gas and generates pollu-
tion and global warming-causing
emissions. Except when you’re in
traffic, turn your engine off if you
must wait for more than 30 seconds.

Reduce garbage. Buying products
with less packaging and recycling
paper, plastic and glass can save as

much as 1,000 pounds of CO
2
 per year.

Use a reusable water bottle. Every
hour in the U.S., 2.5 million indi-
vidual plastic water bottles are
thrown away. Start using a reusable
water bottle and just say no to plastic!

Get a home energy audit. Many utili-
ties offer free home energy audits.
Find out if your home is poorly insu-
lated or energy inefficient. You can
save up to 30 percent off your energy
bill and 1,000 pounds of CO

2
 a year.

Encourage others to conserve. Share
information about recycling and en-
ergy conservation with your friends,
neighbors and co-workers, and en-
courage public officials to establish
green programs and policies.

Clip and photocopy✁

Sources: climatecrisis.net, Environmen-
tal Advocates of New York, Organic
Consumers Association,
StopGlobalWarming.org

Planet-saving tips also save money, reduce your carbon footprint

Stop Climate Change Now

We demand that the United States demonstrate leadership and responsibility by facilitat-
ing and negotiating a science-based and internationally enforceable greenhouse gas emis-
sions treaty at the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen, December
7-18, 2009.

Atmospheric carbon dioxide must be reduced from 389 parts per million to below 350 in
order to prevent a catastrophic social, economic and environmental crisis.
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Please return completed petition to:
Sierra Club, Atlantic Chapter Global Warming Committee
Post Office Box 886, Syosset, NY 11791
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Fall offers ‘350’ events to reverse warming trajectory

by Jessica Helm, Conservation Chair

Conservation Action

C limate legislation moving in the
Senate! Global treaty on green-
house gas emissions!? Ocean

surface temperatures hottest on
record!

After years of focusing on climate
change in the midst of stubborn inac-
tion, I have become accustomed to a
glacial pace of activism. Now, sud-
denly, indicators of climate disrup-
tion are accelerating and two major
political events are occurring this
fall, each with the capacity to reverse
our current trajectory.

The next four months will be a
pivotal time in our geologic time and
civilization.  The Atlantic Chapter
wants to work with you to defend
life on the planet as we know and
love it.

Federal climate legislation
The Senate has a chance this fall

to tighten up the climate bill and
return it to the House.  The Club’s
webpage, clubhouse.sierraclub.org/
conservation/energy/global-warm-
ing, is a great place to find out what
is happening and what needs to be
done, particularly the section, Global
Warming and Clean Energy Legislation.

(Clubhouse is the Club’s web re-
source for active volunteers.)

Global treaty on
greenhouse gas emissions

The United Nations Climate
Change Conference (COP15) will
take place in Copenhagen, Denmark,
from December 7-18 this year. Parties
to the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change agreed in 2007 to
work towards a climate treaty, to be
decided at this conference. Thou-
sands of working groups have been
meeting in Bonn, Germany, since
March, and two final rounds will be
held in Bangkok and Barcelona be-
fore COP15.  The COP15 treaty will
replace the Kyoto Protocol.

(The Kyoto Protocol set binding

by Catherine Hiller

The International Day of Climate
Action on October 24 is being
held worldwide to publicize the

fact that 350 ppm of carbon dioxide
is the upper limit for the Earth to
sustain life as we know it. (The cur-
rent level is 390 ppm — see article
on page 1.)

There is huge latitude in what
you can do that day, so go with
what you love. Do you want a rally
with speakers? Do you want a film
screening with discussion? Do you
want a green festival with music
and dancing? Do you want a bike
parade, a green fashion show, a

Do what you love to get the ‘350’ word out

Cool Campus! A How-to Guide
for College and University Climate
Action Planning has just been elec-
tronically published and released by
the Association for the Advancement
of Sustainability in Higher Education
(AASHE).

Cool Campus! was written by
Sierran Walter Simpson, retired Uni-
versity at Buffalo energy officer and
director of the university’s Green
Office.

Based on an AASHE wiki, now
with the same title, this 120-page
guide provides step-by-step instruc-
tions to help colleges and universi-
ties address climate change academi-
cally and to significantly reduce
greenhouse gas emissions associated
with campus operations.

The book version of this resource
updates the text found in the wiki
and provides the information in an
attractive, reader-friendly manner.
When viewed electronically, the Cool
Campus! book version contains nu-
merous live Internet links to access
additional information.

For details, go to www.aashe.org.

targets for the reduction of green-
house gas emissions. It was adopted
in Kyoto,  Japan, in December, 1997,
but did not enter into force until
2005, when Russia ratified it. The
United States has never ratified it.)

According to UN climate chief Yvo
de Boer, COP15 must, at minimum,
answer these four basic questions:

• How much are the industrialized
countries willing to reduce their
emissions of greenhouse gases?

• How much are major develop-
ing countries such as China and In-
dia willing to do to limit the growth
of their emissions?

• How is the help needed by de-
veloping countries to reduce their
emissions and adapt to climate
change going to be financed?

• How is that money going to be
managed?

All plenary sessions and press con-
ferences will be webcast live and on-
demand via the COP15 website,
http://en.cop15.dk, and the UNFCCC
website, http://unfccc.int/.

Sierran writes campus
guide to climate action

year. We have stretched the rubber
band too far, and it has snapped: The
ice is melting, and it is melting at
accelerating rates. If the ice contin-
ues to melt, humanity will lose con-
trol of CO

2
 emissions and the planet

will absorb so much heat that warm-
ing will spin out of control.

The lack of ice, and the warming,
activate feedback mechanisms. In-
stead of reflecting energy off the ice-
covered expanses, we are absorbing
it into the ice-free water.

Methane, a more powerful green-
house gas than carbon, is no longer
locked under permafrost and is bub-
bling out into the atmosphere. The
basic problem with the 390 number
is that it produces the conditions
that activate other greenhouse gases
such as methane.

We can no longer stop damaging
climate change. But we can start ma-
jor damage control. The key is to re-

“locavore” cookout?
Have you gone to a public event

or school event that was exception-
ally successful and well-run? Ask the
organizers for some advice: they will
be flattered and you will learn a lot.

Make friends with all of your natu-
ral allies — other enviros in your
neighborhood, other groups — and
bring them into the planning pro-
cess. See about working with envi-
ronmental groups at local colleges
and high schools. Your action can be
co-sponsored by other groups, and
you’ll have their mailing lists to help
you get volunteers and participants
on Oct. 24. It’s likely, however, that
you and a few friends/activists will
be doing most of the legwork before-
hand. Immediately delegate someone
to be your PR person. By writing to
Chapter Coordinator Bobbie
Josepher (bobbie.josepher@sierra
club.org), you can get the names and
contact information of Sierra Club
members in your zip codes.

It’s a mistake to think a successful
action must mobilize tens of thou-
sands of people. With a little creativ-
ity, five people can do something that
will galvanize people and get press
attention. (I’m thinking of the Step It
Up scuba divers and their underwa-
ter sign.) Maybe there are ways to
use the 350 number ingeniously: so-
licit and sell 350 pies to fund some
green endeavor? The odder your ac-
tion, the more people will pay atten-
tion to it.  And they will learn what
the number means.

There’s a wonderful paperback
book edited by Bill McKibben, Fight
Global Warming Now:  The Hand-
book for Taking Action in Your
Community.  This will give you great
information, lift your spirits and
stiffen your spine!

For more information, contact me
at catherine_hiller@yahoo.com.
Catherine Hiller is Chapter coordinator
for the International Day of Climate
Action.

continued from page 1 duce that 390 number substantially.
This is why James Hansen says we

must reverse course immediately
and go to 350 ppm or much less.  At
this time, many climate scientists
believe 300 ppm is the upper limit
for a survivable climate, and that our
goal should really be 300 ppm.

As we know from the last 44
years, it won't happen unless people
speak up forcefully. We can do that
by joining Bill McKibben’s move-
ment, 350.org. In response to
350.org, people all over the world
will be creating a visible action for
October 24, demonstrating the will
of the people to start the process of
planetary repair, whatever it takes.

Be sure to explore: www.350.org,
www.zerocarbonbritain.com, www.
ageofstupid.net, www.aseachange.net,
climateemergencynetwork.org. This
information can be very useful.
Moisha Blechman co-chairs the Chapter’s
Global Warming Committee.

Why ‘350’ matters, what we must do

How you can help fight climate change
• If you are willing to spend an hour or two a week volunteering on

climate change, sign up to be a climate leader.  As a climate leader you
will get regular opportunities to reach out to fellow Sierra Club mem-
bers and the public on specific climate actions. http://connect.
sierraclub.org/ClimateCrossroadsActions/Be_a_Climate_Leader

• Take part in The International Day of Climate Action on October 24.
People all over the world will highlight their will to start the process of
planet repair.  The website 350.org (organized by Bill McKibben) is reg-
istering, listing, and supporting these events. The timing is calculated to
influence December’s international conference in Copenhagen.

The following Groups or areas have volunteers committed to hosting
actions (check 350.org for the latest event info):

Long Island, New York City/Manhattan, Susquehanna (Binghamton
area), Iroquois (Syracuse area), Ramapo-Catskill/Orange County,
Newburgh, Mamaroneck (contact catherine_hiller@yahoo.com), Lower
Hudson/Westchester (Contact Don Pachner, wildplaces@verizon.net,
914-234-6618.)

• Print out our Stop Climate Change petition to President Obama
and Congress, and start collecting signatures. It is available at the Chap-
ter website, www.newyork.sierraclub.org, or can be photocopied from page 3.

Thank you for everything you do.
JESSICA HELMS

The next four months will

be pivotal in our geologic

time and civilization.
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Albany Update

by Roger Downs, Conservation Associate

 You can sign up for Atlantic Chap-
ter action alerts on legislation and
other key issues. Send an e-mail to:
listserv@lists.sierraclub.org with the
message “Subscribe ATL-ACTION-
ALERTS@LISTS.SIERRACLUB.ORG”
your first name and last name.

Join the Action Alert listserv

On July 22, your Atlantic Chapter
and five other environmental
organizations filed an amicus

brief in support of SEQRA standing
reform before the NY State Court of
Appeals. The case, Save the Pine
Bush v. The Common Council of the
City of Albany, represents the first
opportunity in more than 18 years to
reverse the restrictive standing re-
quirements created by the controver-
sial Society of Plastics Industry v.
County of Suffolk, 77 NY2d 761
that has denied many environmental
groups reasonable access to the
courts. What is at stake here is our
ability to enforce the State Environ-
mental Quality Review Act (SEQRA).
Currently, it is almost impossible for
groups to demonstrate they have
standing to file an environmental
lawsuit because of the rules set forth
in Plastics.

In most states, and under federal
rules, an individual or group can
achieve standing in an environmen-

tal lawsuit by demonstrating that
they have or will experience an envi-
ronmental injury. In New York, how-
ever, one more layer is added to this
rule. Potential litigants gain standing
by demonstrating that there is an
environmental injury that is unique
to them, unlike an injury that the
public at large would experience.
This “special harm” test has become
increasingly difficult to pass because
the more severe the environmental
impact, the less likely one will be able
to demonstrate uniqueness.

If, for instance, the state fails to
fully consider the emissions from a
newly permitted power plant, who
can demonstrate uniqueness in their
injuries from air pollution when we
all breathe the same air? In the case
currently before the Court of Ap-
peals, Save-the Pine-Bush, a 30-year-
old environmental organization, is
objecting to an ill-conceived hotel
complex next to one of the few re-
maining colonies of the endangered

Karner Blue Butterfly. Developers
and the City of  Albany have chal-
lenged the group’s right to sue on
the basis that no one can experience
a unique injury from the extirpation
of an imperiled species.  As a public
resource, the extinction of a butterfly
would theoretically affect the public
at large equally; under the current
rules, it is legally possible that no one
can achieve standing to protect rare
wildlife in New York.

The great irony in these stifling
requirements for SEQRA standing is
that they were originally instituted to
protect beneficial environmental
initiatives from frivolous industry
lawsuits. In 1991, the Court of  Ap-
peals considered a decision by Suf-
folk County to ban certain plastic
items from local landfills. The Society
of Plastics, a national trade group,
objected that in adopting these regu-
lations Suffolk had failed to comply
with SEQRA.

The Court of Appeals held that the
plaintiff lacked standing to raise the
environmental issue because they
could claim no environmental injury;
their claim was purely economic. In
addition to this denial, the court also
imposed the requirement of “special
harm” to ensure that, in the future,
business groups could not use frivo-
lous lawsuits to delay the implemen-
tation of sound environmental policy.
At the time, environmental groups
generally hailed the decision, but a
strong dissent correctly predicted
that the new rule could easily turn
the tables and bar many significant
environmental claims from being
heard.

On the critical issue of how a
plaintiff demonstrates special harm,
the court suggested that because the
regulation under consideration was
aimed at landfills, it would be the
people who were “near” the landfills
that would suffer impacts greater
than the public as a whole. The ma-
jority of the court in the Plastics case
responded that there were, of course,
certain cases where the injury was
not “geographically centered” but
rather was “indiscriminate” (affecting
everyone equally) and, as to “indis-
criminate” cases, the court would not
impose any new requirements.  And
so the rule was established that in
“geographic” cases, a plaintiff, in or-
der to get standing, must allege a
direct injury different from that of
the public as a whole. Nothing more
was said about “indiscriminate” actions.

Over the next 17 years, the courts
refined what was meant by a direct
injury different from that of the pub-

lic as a whole. Plaintiffs who were
1,000 feet from a development
project, or 450 feet or 300 feet were
found to be too far away, and com-
plaints about air pollution, water
contamination, cumulative impacts,
and endangered species were in-
creasingly required to meet the nar-
rowing test of “special harm.” Very
few cases considered the original
distinction of indiscriminate injury,
and these decisions tended to be
somewhat vague and unclear.  Thus
the “geographic” side of the Plastics
case became well entrenched, while
the “indiscriminate” side became all
but forgotten.

In the post Plastics era, Sierra Club
lawyers have tried to enlist plaintiffs
who live next to the “environmental
injury” to avoid standing problems,
but this comes with the considerable
cost and complications of finding
willing litigants and all before the
expense of the case itself. We experi-
ence the same hurdles as the general
public in using the judicial system to
challenge violations to SEQRA.

Our lawyers for the amicus brief,
Marc Gerstman and Sheryl Roberts,
have made the case to the Court of
Appeals that the standing of environ-
mental groups should be viewed
separately, based upon the mission of
organizations, the investment they
have made in the environment, and
the use and enjoyment of natural
resources experienced by their mem-
bers as a collective entity.  The good
news in Save the Pine Bush vs The
Common Council of the City of Al-
bany is that the Appellate Court
(Third Department) supported this
notion of “use and enjoyment” as a
basis for affirming Save-the-Pine-
Bush’s standing claim.  This ruling
came as some surprise, as the same
court denied Save-the-Pine-Bush
standing in a nearly identical case
one month earlier.  This direct contra-
diction from the Third Department is
a compelling invitation to the Court
of Appeals to finally deal with this
issue in a clear and sensible way.

For years the Atlantic Chapter has
supported a legislative remedy to the
standing problem, namely the Envi-
ronmental Access to Justice Act
(A.3423/S1635). But strong industry
lobbying has led to its failure in the
NYS Senate yet again this year, mak-
ing this rare opportunity at the Court
of Appeals all the more significant.

If you would like to help in this
important effort, please send your
tax-deductible contribution to Sierra
Club Atlantic Chapter, PO Box 886,
Syosset, NY 11791-0886.  You will
receive a record of your contribution
from the Sierra Club Foundation.
Please make your check payable to
Sierra Club Foundation and write
Atlantic Chapter on the check memo
line. Enclose a note with your check
so that we know you would like your
donation to be used for SEQRA
Standing.

Chapter weighs in on important Court of Appeals decision

Support Chapter’s Work in NYS
We need your help to maintain the Atlantic Chapter’s most critical

conservation efforts. Your membership dues primarily support the
Club’s national priorities. Your additional support is needed to strengthen
the Chapter’s work in the state Legislature and throughout the state.

Please use the coupon below to send us your donation. Contributions
and dues to the Sierra Club are not tax-deductible; they support our ef-
fective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying efforts. Thank you.

Yes, I want to help the Atlantic Chapter preserve and protect
the environment of New York state. I am enclosing my gift of:

❑ $500     ❑ $250     ❑ $100     ❑ $60     ❑ $35     ❑ Other $______

❑ Check made payable to Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter is enclosed.

❑ Bill to:   ❑ Mastercard     ❑ Visa

Acct. no.________________________________ Exp. date____________

Signature____________________________________________________

Name_______________________________________________________

Sierra Club membership no.____________________________________

Street_______________________________________________________

City__________________________________  State ______ZIP________

❑ Please save paper and postage by not sending me a thank you for

my contribution.
Mail this completed form with your check or

credit card information to:
Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter, PO Box 886, Syosset, NY 11791-0886
A copy of our latest financial report can be obtained by writing to Sierra Club

Atlantic Chapter, PO Box 886, Syosset, NY 11791-0886, or the NYS Attorney General,
Dept. of Law, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.
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Gas industry threatens the state’s ‘foodshed’

remove the plastic and large rocks,
hauling much of our precious topsoil
with it. My husband furiously tried to
get them to stop, and subsequently to
bring us more topsoil to fill in the
depressions. Rude employees argued
with him. They also never loosened
the subsoil before filling in.

We had a retired Ag & Markets
consultant come in and shoot some
grades and write a recommendation.
This appeared to really annoy the gas
company.

They sent us a “without prejudice”
letter stating they had done all they
had to do until final restoration (10
years or so hence).  The “friendly”
landman who had worked on our
behalf was told to stop talking to us.

We then knew that if we ever
wanted to have that field restored as
per the signed agreement, we would
have to get an attorney.  Attorneys tell
us now that only rarely can you get
industry to pay for your legal fees.

Having a multinational corpora-
tion in your life is extremely stressful.
It’s a “contractual relationship,” but it
is vastly unequal. Corporations are
protected under the law, and are ulti-
mately not liable, responsible or re-
sponsive. Their sole job is to make
money for their shareholders, and
they will do what they want. Oil and
gas companies are essentially in the
game of “gotcha!” Once you sign, it’s
up to you to watch them, call them,
sue them. It’s your  problem now.
They are obliging only until they get
what they want from you. Phone
calls, e-mails, letters, lawyers all be-
come routine.

Signing a lease with a multina-
tional corporation is like inviting a
very rude, unscrupulous, uncaring
(dare I say criminal?) person to live
in your home. It is extremely stressful.

However, this well, we were as-
sured, would have a lifetime of only
about 10 years, and then they would
be “out of there—all cleaned up, like
[we] didn’t know [they] had been
there.” We thought we could live with
that. (Of course, at this point we had
no choice.) At this time our daughter
and her husband decided to go ahead
and make plans to move their farm/
winery business to the family farm.

And we were “lucky” ones. The
well was successful. In fact, it was the
most prolific well in New York, and
in 2006 produced 4 billion cubic feet
of gas — enough to heat 57,000
homes for a year.  Organizations and
133 families receive royalties from

this well, including the town, school
and church.  Who couldn’t use more
money? Folks could finally repaint
their houses and replace roofs.  They
could start retirement savings and
donate to charities. We were able to
finish our house and install solar pan-
els, buy a tractor and pay off some
college loans.

There is no denying that the people
could use the money. But the ques-
tion began to emerge: at what cost?

In the spring of 2008, we began
hearing talk of the next big gas “play”
— the Marcellus shale — and, at first,
thought nothing of it. But the more
we learned, the more alarmed we
became, and then it hit us: we were
“held by production” with a produc-
ing well, and that meant that lease-
expiration was irrelevant.  And while
we are held by production, more
wells may be drilled on our property
in different formations, which in turn
could hold us by production longer.

In essence, we had “sold” our land
forever.  The night I realized this, I
had a dream that our house had been
robbed, and it was from the inside.

Now, our daughter seriously
doubted they could move to the
farm. How could they move here
when there could be a lifetime of
drilling, drastic change in our rural
landscape, and potential contamina-
tion and pollution? We had “sold” the
land out from under our children and
their children. No amount of money
is worth that.

Unconventional shale gas drilling
is a nasty business.  And I venture to
guess there are hundreds, maybe
thousands of leased-landowners out
there who, as they learn what this

new gas drilling really entails, wish
they had never signed a lease.

A contract between an individual
and a multinational corporation is
never on an even playing field.  The
power imbalance is staggering.  At-
torney Jane Welsh, of Hamilton, be-
lieves gas leases should actually be
commercial lease transactions, which
include the legal concepts and pro-
tections found in any commercial
lease, and “the only reason they are
not is that the parties to a gas lease
are woefully mismatched in terms of
negotiating power, experience, so-
phistication and financial clout.”
New York, she concludes, is sorely
remiss in not regulating these leases.

But this is not merely a leasing
issue (though the Attorney General’s
Office, Cooperative Extension and
many landowner coalitions seem to
believe it is).

For one, it’s a community issue.  As
Herb Engman, Ithaca town supervi-
sor, said recently (and I’m paraphras-
ing):  Towns go through all the time,
trouble and expense to generate
comprehensive plans and protect
community resources, and then gas
companies can destroy all planning.

The scale of proposed shale gas
drilling in the area will affect our
entire landscape and rural way of life.

Leases cannot protect us from
plummeting real estate values or the
inability to obtain mortgages or sell
our property; leases cannot protect
us from a decline in tourism or other
negative economic effects; leases
cannot protect us from the increased
difficulty in obtaining insurance or
the increased cost of doing so.  And
unless gas companies are willing to

post billions of dollars in bonds,
leases cannot ultimately protect us
from personal liability.

But above all, this is a public
health issue. Emerging studies on air
pollution and reports of water con-
tamination make it very clear that
the negative affects of unconven-
tional gas drilling cannot be con-
tained by property boundaries.

Whether you are leased, leased in
a coalition or compulsorily inte-
grated; whether you are un-leased
living down the road, downwind or
downstream of gas wells or deep
injection disposal wells; or whether
you simply use roads traveled by
frack-water trucks — we are all at
increased risk.

 Our communities need full dis-
closure of the risks we will be ex-
posed to before we can decide if we,
as a community, want to take those
risks. We do not want to be unwilling
participants in a grand experiment,
because that’s what this is.

And the truth is, no one even
knows what all the risks are.

There have been no comprehen-
sive, long-term, systematic studies of
hydrofracking. Nor have there been
comprehensive, long-term, system-
atic studies on deep injection dis-
posal of toxic wastewater. But the
high-pressure injection of contami-
nants into the ground appears to be
linked to unpredictable migration of
fluids, aquifer contamination and
possibly earthquakes.

Have we mapped our entire area
for natural faults? How do we know
that the fracking fluid left behind
won’t eventually migrate upward
and contaminate our water? Maybe
not this year, but what about in five
years or 50 years? While the gas com-
panies and the DEC assure us that
these activities are perfectly safe,
they will not guarantee it, because
there is no science backing those
claims.  And in fact, more and more
evidence is mounting to the contrary
—at the expense of people’s health
and safety.

I am haunted by the specter of
some day turning on my tap for a
glass of our clear, cold, sweet water
and wondering if chemicals left un-
derneath us have migrated into it.

Do I test my drinking water once
a year? Once a month? Every week?
How can I live (how can we live)
with the unending uncertainty that
this glassful might be poisoned?

Do I drink it?
Do I offer it to my granddaughter?

by Ken Baer

In a December, 2008, report to
Gov. David Paterson, the New
York State Council on Food Policy

recognized that “agriculture is a criti-
cally important industry to the state. . .”

In 2007, agriculture generated
nearly $5 billion in New York. Three
of the five top agriculture counties
— Genesee, Cayuga and Wyoming —
lie within the Marcellus shale region.

Some of the chemicals the gas and
oil industry uses to extract gas are
hormone disrupters. Gas drilling en-

tities have already wrought havoc in
many states — some residents have
brain lesions, cancer and reproduc-
tive problems, as well as farm ani-
mals with extraordinary rates of still-
births. The contamination of water,
soil and air has especially affected
Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, Ohio and
Texas.  And, next door in Pennsylva-
nia, some people can turn on their
kitchen faucets, ignite a cigarette
lighter and watch their drinking wa-
ter burst into flames.

And now these gas drillers want
New York state. If the fossil fuel in-

continued from page 1

Farm family’s nightmare: ‘Gas drillers cut corners from day one’

Cows at the Mingis farm in Van Etten graze as flames from a gas-flaring pipe (center) shoot
more than 50 feet into the air.

dustry has its way, 14 million New
Yorkers — about 9 million in the
metropolitan area and another 5 mil-
lion in the Southern Tier — will be
directly threatened with irreversible
pollution. Speaking of his proposed
legislation,  Assemblyman James
Brennan says, “The process used for
natural gas extraction referred to as
hydraulic fracturing utilizes chemi-
cals that are often toxic, that are non-
biodegradable, and that are virtually
impossible to remove once they en-
ter the natural environment.”

We must ban this form of gas drill-

ing everywhere in this state so every
New Yorker can drink water and eat
food that is not riddled with highly
toxic drilling chemicals — and so
that the foodshed for NYC and other
urban centers is not further compro-
mised.  All 17 watersheds in our state
are sensitive and special because
they are crucial for the livelihoods
and the survival of all the people
who live in them.
Ken Baer, former chair of the Atlantic
Chapter, made these remarks at an anti-
drilling rally on the steps of New York
City Hall in July.
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U.S. bills aim to close the ’Halliburton loophole’

by Steve Lanset, Faith Teitelbaum
and Bonnie Lane Webber

In June, the Northeast regional
team of the Sierra Club Activist
Network sponsored a green trans-

portation workshop in New York
City to discuss mass transit in the
Northeast.

More than 30 environmentalists
and public transit advocates dis-
cussed the laws and policies that
shape the transportation system, cre-
ated vision maps for regional trans-
portation choices, learned about fed-
eral and state opportunities to move
the system into the 21st Century, and
worked to develop a campaign for
the next year.

David Peter Alan, chairman of
New Jersey’s Lackawanna Coalition,
told the conference that rail is a
“commitment to a healthy commu-
nity.” Buses do not represent that
level of commitment. Light rail has
been a great success in recent years.

Chris Wilhite, director of the
Rhode Island Chapter, advised keep-
ing the values of the American public
in mind as we foster change in travel
habits and enhance mobility.

Carol Oldham, Massachusetts rep-
resentative, emphasized the need to
establish relationships with local
opinion leaders and decision makers,
such as editorial writers, mayors and
community activists. She also pre-
sented the basics of campaign strat-
egy and tactics. Ultimately, she said,
we must have a sense of urgency and
organize “to win.”

Follow-up phone and webinar
sessions will be held. The conference
was videoed; a DVD is available for
$5 by contacting blaneweber@aol.com.

Activists plan
mass transit drive

WASHINGTON — Senator Bob
Casey (D-PA), U.S. Reps. Diana
DeGette (D-CO), Maurice Hinchey
(D-NY), and Jared Polis (D-CO) have
introduced companion Senate and
House bills, the FRAC ACT (Fracking
Responsibility and Awareness of
Chemicals Act), amending the Safe
Drinking Water Act.

The legislation would repeal an
exemption provided for the oil and
gas industry and would require them

to disclose the chemicals they use in
their hydraulic fracturing processes.
Currently, the oil and gas industry is
the only industry granted an exemp-
tion from complying with the Safe
Drinking Water Act.

“When it comes to protecting the
public’s health, it’s not unreasonable
to require these companies to dis-
close the chemicals they are using in
our communities — especially near
our water sources,” said Rep. DeGette,

vice chair of the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

“It’s time to fix an unfortunate
chapter in the Bush administration’s
energy policy and close the ‘Halliburton
loophole’ that has enabled energy
companies to pump enormous
amounts of toxins, such as benzene
and toluene, into the ground that
then jeopardize the quality of our
drinking water,” said Rep. Hinchey,
member of the House Appropriations
Subcommittee on Interior and the
Environment and member of the
House Natural Resources Committee.

“Our legislation says everyone
deserves to have safe drinking water
by ensuring that hydraulic fracturing
is subject to the protections afforded
by the Safe Drinking Water Act.  The
bill also lifts the veil of secrecy cur-
rently shrouding this industry prac-
tice,” said Hinchey, who represents
upstate New Yorkers.

“Families, communities, and local
governments are upset that the safety
of their water has been compro-
mised by a special interest exemp-
tion...,” said Rep. Polis.  “...[I]nnocent
people are getting sick because of an
industry exemption that Dick
Cheney snuck in to our nation’s en-
ergy policy.”

-800

— John Muir

by Larry Beahan

Lovers of Allegany State Park, di-
saster is upon us. The mineral
rights under half the park are not

state-owned.  Albany has been repeat-
edly urged to buy them. Now, an oil
exploration company, U.S. Energy, of
Amherst NY, claims title to 3,000
acres and intends to turn Allegany
into the oil field it was 100 years ago.

Imagine Allegany’s 100- to 350-year-
old forest chewed up by oil roads and
rumbling trucks. Imagine oil wells
clunking in the hills. Imagine Red
House Creek and the park’s drinking
water with an iridescent oil slick.

  Shreiner Oil and Gas has already
contaminated the water wells on
Hedgehog Lane in Bradford, Pa., a
couple miles south, and are “hydro-
fracking” oil wells there (fracturing
petroleum-bearing shale by driving
tons of water down a well). U.S. En-
ergy, claiming mineral-rights owner-
ship, is cutting timber and driving
holes in the floor of the 8,000-acre
forest that is Bradford’s “watershed.”

  On July 10, the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion ordered U.S. Energy to cease all
exploration for “persistent and re-

Act now or lose Allegany Park as we know it
peated violations” and “the contami-
nation of water and soil in Warren
and McKean counties.”

Friends of Allegany, our worst
nightmare is here. U.S. Energy has
made application to drill five oil wells
just north of the Pennsylvania border
in the venerable Quaker Run half of
New York state’s Allegany State Park.

 Park authorities and the Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation
assure us that they will force U.S. En-
ergy to prove ownership of this first
3,000 acres and any other they try to
access. Each agency will require a
permit. U.S. Energy must do a full
environmental impact study and re-
view under the State Environmental
Quality Review Act. The agencies
promise to demand the highest level
of protection of surface rights.

The Adirondack Mountain Club
has appealed to the state attorney
general to review U.S. Energy’s claims.
But all this may not be enough.

Allegany should not be sacrificed
to a short-term, greedy petroleum fix.
Its rocky headwater streams; eight
old-growth forest sites; ancient hilltop
fortress; several rare, threatened and
endangered species; 361 varieties of
mammals, reptiles, amphibians and
fish; and its 1.5 million human visi-
tors each year deserve better.

New York must save Allegany from
this petroleum monster by using emi-
nent domain to acquire all its mineral
rights; protecting it under the State
Natural and Historic Preservation
Trust,  Article 20 of the Park Law; and
enacting Sam Hoyt’s bill,  Assembly
9070, which sunsets unused Allegany
mineral rights after 20 years. Contact
the governor, the Legislature, the DEC
and Parks Department— or lose Allegany.
Larry Beahan, a member of the Niagara
Group, serves on the Chapter’s Executive
Committee and Great Lakes Committee.

Write or call:
Governor David Paterson,

State Capitol Albany NY 12224;
ph. 518-474-8390

Assembly (addresses: http:/
assembly.state.ny.us/mem/)

Senate (addresses: http:/
www.nysenate.gov/senators/)

Commissioner Peter
Grannis, NY State DEC, 625
Broadway,  Albany NY 12233;
ph. 518-402-8545

Commissioner Carol Ash
NYS OPRHP Empire State Plaza
Agency Building 1,  Albany NY
12238; ph. 518-474-0456

What you can do

by Wayne D. Howard

The Sierra Club Binational Great
Lakes Committee (BGLC) will
create a “toolkit” that outlines

aggressive, comprehensive water
conservation and efficiency practices
for businesses and municipalities (and
households indirectly through mu-
nicipal incentives) in the Great Lakes
Basin.

Our chapter’s Great Lakes Com-
mittee will be participating in this
project, beginning with the Roches-
ter Group. (Rochester and Auburn
Hills, Michigan, will be the first two
demonstration communities.) Later,
training will be available to additional
Groups and throughout the Great
Lakes Basin. Watch the Rochester
Regional Group website for updates.

The national Sierra Club’s Cool
Cities program is helping to promote
the toolkit via its website. By con-
serving water, we will save energy
and reduce climate change. This will
also save money for individuals, mu-
nicipalities, and businesses.
Wayne D. Howard co-chairs the Sierra
Club Binational Great Lakes Committee.

Toolkit to conserve
Great Lakes water

EPA scientists have for the
first time found toxic chemi-
cals in water wells near natural
gas drilling operations — in
Pavillion, WY — this past spring.

In a report issued in August,
the EPA did not reach a conclu-
sion about the cause of the
pollution that can cause cancer,
kidney failure, anemia and fer-
tility problems. But the EPA
named gas drilling as a poten-
tial source in 11 of 39 wells
tested.

“There may be an indication
of groundwater contamination
by oil and gas activities,” said
the 44-page report, which re-
ceived little public attention.
“Many activities in gas well
drilling... have the potential to
create cross-contamination of
aquifers.”

This appears to be the first
time the EPA has ever tested
water wells in response to
complaints from local residents
near gas drilling operations.
Families in the area reportedly
tried for years to get state offi-
cials to address their concerns.

EPA takes new step
into gas drilling fray

Finds chemicals in water

After a legal challenge this spring
derailed implemental of the Bigger
Better Bottle Bill, the “Bottle Bill” is
back on track. In August, a federal
judge issued a decision upholding
most of the provisions of the law
passed by the Legislature back in
April. The expansion was delayed due
to a lawsuit filed by a few bottled
water companies.

Bottle bill bounces back
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Iroquois
Forum draws towns’ sustainability leaders

Our annual Environmental Forum in May was again well received and very
informative.  The title, Plan it for the Planet, focused on sustainability options
for homes and small businesses. Included was information on benefits, grants,
and tax breaks.  A NYSERDA speaker was the keynote. The effectiveness was
far-reaching, as several towns sent their sustainability leaders to learn and they
have engaged a few of the experts for advice.

Our outings leaders, Jenna and Dina, are taking advantage of our Meetup
membership to schedule impromptu walks for summer evenings in some of
our great local parks. This on-line site gives immediate news that our quarterly
newsletter cannot.

When we met with DEC staff in the spring, they expressed a desire to use
volunteers to augment their staff and we will meet with other groups to begin
organizing this effort.

We will be part of the big push for 350.org on October 24, led by Michelle
Ackley and the Chapter Global Warming Committee.  We will rally and march in
downtown Syracuse on that day.

We all look forward to hosting the Chapter quarterly meeting on October 17
in Syracuse. Present plans include a retreat in conjunction with the business
meeting on leadership effectiveness. If time allows we will tour the now fa-
mous Onondaga Lake cleanup sites. We also hope to brag about the county-
wide water conservation green infrastructure campaign that is helping to offset
the need for additional sewage treatment plants and yet meet the requirements
for lake cleanup.

MARTHA LOEW

Niagara
Grants help Group to take new tack against proposed toxic landfill expansion

With a grant from the Chapter and a matching grant from the Niagara Group,
we have launched a novel project to combat new toxic waste landfills.

Radio announcements during morning and evening prime times remind
people of the Sierra Club’s dedication to protecting the environment and fight-
ing against toxic pollution.  The ads call on listeners to go to a webpage,
www.stopdumpingonus.org.  Readers learn of the attempt by Chemical Waste
Management to gain a new permit to greatly expand its hazardous waste facil-
ity and to continue bringing toxics near the shores of the Great Lakes for years
to come. The ads provide information for contacting the governor and commis-
sioner of the Department of Environmental Conservation.

Once public hearings begin concerning a proposed siting plan for hazardous
waste landfills in New York, those who go to the webpage will learn where to
write and where public hearings will be held.  The webpage also makes it easy
for people to make contributions to the Sierra Club.  This is a new and, we be-
lieve, effective way to educate the public.

Meanwhile, our Group continues to seek a full cleanup of the West Valley
nuclear waste site.  The Department of Energy and NYSERDA’s comment period
on the cleanup was extended through the summer, and a public demonstration
at the local NYSERDA office was scheduled.

CHARLES LAMB

Lower Hudson
Proposed airport parking garage threatens  Kensico Reservoir — again

A few years ago, the Westchester County Legislature, the state Senate and the
Assembly passed resolutions calling for non-expansion of the Westchester
County Airport, including no increase of footprint or capacity, no additional
parking, hangars, gates or heavier planes.  The airport currently has parking for
1,250 cars. Now, a proposed garage will set a dangerous precedent and encour-
age adding further capacity, putting more pressure on the Kensico Reservoir
which holds the drinking water of nine million New Yorkers.

The site of the proposed garage is in North Castle on the edge of the airport
and has wetlands and a stream. We are in for a major fight because the town
needs the revenue, and the county-owned airport takes the position that, be-
cause of FAA rules, it must stay neutral.

Recently the Chapter ExCom passed a resolution opposing this latest pro-
posal for additional parking.

JULIUS SHULTZ

Long Island
LI leader Al Hauser dies at 93

Al Hauser, a leader in both the Sierra Club LI Group and the Atlantic Chapter,
passed away on March 19 at the age of 93 in New Jersey, where he had lived
since 1994.

He continued hiking almost to the end of his life, and a bench honors him at
Thompson Park in Monroe Township, New Jersey.  Al’s hiking buddies dedi-
cated the bench this summer with his widow,  Annette, and two sons.

Al “turned up” on Long Island in the early 1980s. He was LI Group vice chair

Group Roundup

for many years.  After he retired, he had lots of time to devote to his love for
the environment, and his enthusiasm rubbed off. He would meet someone new,
and next thing you knew he would pull them into the Club.

Al is remembered for his consistent good cheer and upbeat nature. He found
a bright spot in every issue. He also served the Chapter as chair in 1986.

BOBBIE JOSEPHER

Mid-Hudson
Time for the chairs to take a seat?

After 10 years, we no longer have a program chair, but we are offering two
programs this fall. In October, a Binghamton Sierran will speak on zero waste,
and in November a popular speaker will return with his wild animals. Rusty
Johnson, a wildlife educator, will bring his critters to the Hudson River Rowing
Association Boathouse. Future programs, as well as the future of the Group,
will be up to those who become the new volunteers; please contact the cur-
rent tired chair (bibis@juno.com) if you wish to serve on a committee or to
chair the Group or any of the following responsibilities: programs, volunteer
coordination, publicity, outings, tag sale, political action.

BIBI SANDSTROM

New York City
Volunteers needed for high-impact media campaign

The next few months are pivotal in the effort to stop climate change. To
pressure U.S. leaders to respond as strongly as possible, we have to build public
demand. The Group’s fall newsletter, available online at www.nyc.sierraclub.org,
urges Group members to get involved. Because New York is a major media and
finance center, our campaigns here will have a much higher impact than they
would in other places. We’re focusing strategically on just a few projects that
will not only have direct climate change impacts, but also will raise public
awareness and bring many more New Yorkers into the rapidly growing climate
change movement. It’s “all hands on deck” time.

Stop climate change with 350.org and NYC events on October 24
As part of the International Day of Climate Action, the Group is organizing

events to spread the message that we must get atmospheric carbon dioxide
below 350 parts per million as soon as possible. We need 350 Sierra Club mem-
bers to step forward and volunteer with us.

To join NYC events, contact Stephanie Corrado, events committee chair, at
908-309-3986 or Stephanie.corrado@gmail.com.

Organize your neighborhood with film screenings
Volunteers in Manhattan’s Upper East Side, the Union Square area and

Queens are organizing sustainability film screenings and promoting them lo-
cally in collaboration with other neighborhood groups. To join them or start
your own, contact Dan Miner at 917-319-2924 or beyondoilnyc@yahoo.com.

Foodprint Alliance presses for healthy policies
So far, PlaNYC has not addressed the enormous role food and agriculture

have in accelerating or mitigating climate change. Globally, some 30 percent of
greenhouse gas emissions come from the fossil fuel-based agricultural system.
City Council passage of a resolution drafted by the NYC Foodprint Alliance is a
first step. The proposed citywide initiative would establish climate-friendly
policies and programs regarding the City’s food consumption and production
patterns and greater access to local, fresh, healthy food. The Alliance is a coali-
tion of groups concerned about food justice, local foods, the environment, ur-
ban agriculture, animal welfare and healthy eating. Contact Vice Chair Mia
MacDonald at miamacdonald@earthlink.net or 718-694-0793.

Read fall newsletter online
The newly reformatted SC NYC Alert contains articles on painting roofs

white to keep buildings cool and cut energy use, the passive house standard
for energy efficiency, and efforts to add Gowanus Canal to the Superfund list.
There’s a review of Blackout, a new book explaining another reason not to
increase reliance on coal: we have much less of it than widely imagined. San
Francisco’s city government is planning for increasing volatility of oil prices
and supplies with its new peak oil task force report. Unfortunately, NYC offi-
cials still refuse to acknowledge where oil prices are heading.

DAN MINER

City and Chapter leader Jack Hoyt passes away
The Atlantic Chapter lost one of its most admired and respected leaders on

May 30 with the passing of Jack Hoyt. From 1984 until his death, with brief
interruptions, he served on the Chapter’s executive committee and held many
Chapter offices, including vice chair.

Also, during three decades of leadership in the
Chapter’s New York City Group, Jack made great
contributions to conservation causes, about which
he was passionate. He was also a principal orga-
nizer for many years of the annual fall stargazing
sessions at the Holiday Hills Conference Center,
which broadened considerably the horizons of
many members. He was a project manager for the
city’s first Earth Day in 1970. He was in the forefront of the successful effort to
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Group Chairs
Finger Lakes  Kate Bartholoemew, 607-228-7371,

kbarthol@watkinsglenschools.org

Hudson-Mohawk  Paul Caver, 518-753-4205, paulcaver@gmail.com

Iroquois  Martha Loew, 315-492-4745, mloew@twcny.rr.com

Long Island  Frank Morris, 516-410-8461, fm@ecologicadvisors.us

Lower Hudson  George Klein, 914-941-25505,  lowerhudson@gmail.com

Mid-Hudson Bibi Sandstrom, 845-255-5528, bibis@juno.com

Niagara  Bob Ciesielski, 716-634-3394, rmciesie@yahoo.com

New York City  Dan Miner, 917-310-2924, danminer@licbdc.org

Ramapo-Catskill  Stanley Mayer, 845-342-3997, mayerstanley@hotmail.com

Rochester Deb Muratore, 585-385-9743, deb.muratore@hotmail.com

Susquehanna  Julian Shepherd, 607-722-9327, jshepher@binghamton.edu

establish Gateway National Recreation Area, and spent many days birdwatching
in one of its components, Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge. Jack was active in pro-
tecting many “green” areas in his home borough of Brooklyn. He was president
of the Salt Marsh Alliance.

For many years Jack was an executive recruiter in his field of professional
expertise, engineering. More recently, he was an information officer with the
Manhattan office of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, specializing in
hazardous waste.

Jack, while still a teenager, served in the U.S. Army in Germany in the after-
math of war, hunting down diehard Nazi fanatics.

On his way to work at the EPA on September 11, 2001,  Jack emerged from a
subway just before the second plane struck, a few blocks away. For several
days, he assisted in rescue efforts, suffering permanent respiratory damage.
Twice during that first morning, he had to flee from falling debris. The newslet-
ter of the Senior Environmental Employment Program stated, “It is not an un-
derstatement to say that we consider Jack Hoyt a hero and that his bravery
should be known to all.”

     Jack’s funeral service was held on June 1, on what would have been his
80th birthday.  All of his many friends in the Atlantic Chapter extend our sin-
cere sympathy to his wife, Ellen, and family.

DON YOUNG

Rochester
New committee, Beyond Coal, targets mountaintop removal

Following the goals of national Sierra Club, our Group has formed a new
local committee. It will focus on education, advocacy and political initiatives
regarding the full implications of the continuing use of coal, particularly
mountaintop removal coal.

From the mine to the plant, coal is our dirtiest energy source. Using coal for
electricity scars lungs, destroys mountains, tears up the land, pollutes water,
devastates communities, and makes global warming worse. Half of U.S. electric-
ity comes from burning coal and causes more than 30 percent of our global
warming pollution. Continuing our dependence on coal chains us to dirty en-
ergy and prevents us from making the changes we need to bring about a clean,
secure energy future.

Mountaintop removal mining employs massive machinery, requires fewer
miners than more traditional methods, and involves blasting away up to 1,000
feet of mountain peaks to get at thin seams of coal.  To date, more than 1 million
acres of America’s most biologically diverse hardwood forests have been clear-
cut, 500 mountains have been flattened, and the waste has buried over 1,200
miles of headwater streams. Once the coal is extracted, it must be washed with
a mix of water and chemicals, creating a nasty toxic stew called coal slurry and
held in often unsafe and massive retaining ponds above local communities.

The loss of forests and mountain peaks results in catastrophic flooding,
mudslides, poor air quality and, in some communities, a total loss of clean
drinking water.  The rich heritage and cultural traditions of Appalachia are be-
ing threatened, and America is quickly losing its most biodiverse forests and
most ancient mountain range.  And the blasting continues!

New Yorkers are partners in that Appalachian devastation.  In fact, of the 13
power plants in New York that use mountaintop removal coal, 10 are in upstate
counties, including Chautauqua, Jefferson, Erie, Monroe, Niagara, Onondaga,
Tompkins, and Yates. Yet even in these coal-burning plants, it is estimated that
only 3 to 7 percent of the coal comes from mountaintop removal mining.  That
small fraction could easily be replaced by energy efficiency measures and ex-
panded use of wind, solar and other sustainable sources.

Current House bill HR 1310 and Senate bill S 696 would restore the original
language of the Clean Water Act and would prevent filling mountain valleys
with mine waste and thereby substantially stop mountaintop removal mining.

Contact the co-chairs:  Bette Heger, 585-473-1529 (bteheger@juno.com), or
Paul Ciaverri at 585-734-4866 (342paul@gmail.com). For more information on
mountaintop removal mining, go to www.ilovemountains.org.

BETTE HEGER

Hudson-Mohawk
Ward Stone to receive Sierra Club’s Distinguished Service Award

Ward B. Stone, director of the wildlife pathology unit of the state’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation, has been selected to receive the Sierra
Club’s 2009 Distinguished Service Award.  The award honors a person in public
service for a particular action of singular importance to conservation.  Ward
was nominated by the Hudson-Mohawk Group, which plans to present the
award to him at its annual dinner in November.

Ward Stone has served as the state’s sole wildlife pathologist for the past 40
years. He is responsible for diagnosing, monitoring, and researching the causes
of sickness and death in the state’s wildlife and conducting field and site inves-
tigations on the impact of pesticides, pollutants, and hazardous materials on
wildlife.

As one of the nation’s leading wildlife pathologists, he has provided deposi-
tions and expert testimony in numerous local, state, and federal court cases; he
has also addressed the United Nations on two occasions. Dr. Stone’s dedication
to the environment and his willingness to push against conflicting corporate
and government interests have garnered him the support and admiration of many.
He can be heard on the radio program, “In Our Backyard,” on WAMC 90.3 FM.

JOE GARDNER

continued from page 8

The Atlantic Chapter of the Sierra
Club hosted its annual state-
wide awards dinner June 6 on

Long Island.
New York State Comptroller Tho-

mas DiNapoli was honored for his
work to protect the environment.

The event, chaired by Long Island
Group Chair Frank Morris, show-
cased the achievements of both Sier-
rans and non-Sierrans. Below is the
list of honorees.

Distinguished Protector of the
Environment Award
NYS Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli

Environmental Stewardship Award
Prof. Karl Grossman, Old Westbury

Young Environmentalist Award
Michaela Gawley, Port Washington

Production Without Pollution Award
Chuck Schwartz, LI Green

Spirituality and Environment Award
Rev.  Tom Goodhue, LI Council of
Churches

Clarence Gregory Award
In Memoriam: Jack Hoyt, Brooklyn

Marion Rose Award
Moisha Blechman, Ancram
Annie Wilson, NYC

Teddy Roosevelt Award
Ken Baer, Brooklyn

Chapter honors NYS environmentalistsGroup Roundup

Sierran Thomas DiNapoli, New York State
comptroller, accepts the Chapter’s Distin-
guished Protector of the Environment Award
at an Atlantic Chapter dinner on Long Island.
At right is Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel,
also a Sierran.

Rachel Carson Award
Rev. Charles Lamb, Buffalo

Staff Award
Barbara Josepher, Syosset

zens who elected Democrats to the
majority.

One of the Democrat switch-hit-
ters who decided it was more profit-
able to be a temporary Republican was
the noble Senator Monserrate, who is up
on felony charges for slashing his girl-
friend in the face with a broken bottle.

The other power-hungry senator
was Senator Espada who has been
fined tens of thousands of dollars for
flouting state law by not disclosing
political contributions. Previously he
tried to direct more than $700,000 in
state money to his own nonprofit
health clinic. Most recently he has
asked for $2 million in state “ear-
mark” funds that appear to be going
to his front groups. In their desperate
craving to return to power, the Re-
publicans struck a deal with Mr.
Espada rewarding him with the title
of president of the Senate — a heart-
beat away from becoming governor.

Just when you think the State Leg-

islature can’t sink any lower, it sinks
lower. As a result of these disrepu-
table actions there were no signifi-
cant year-end votes on a whole host
of important bills. Worse, New York
citizens have again been deprived of
a functioning government based on
statesmanship rather than on rank
grubbing for power.

HUGH MITCHELL, ROCHESTER

Sierra Atlantic kudos
Just a quick note to compliment

you on the high quality of the SIERRA

ATLANTIC. I’m always impressed at
how it arrives as a humble low-tech
publication on newsprint — like a
free weekly at some hip coffeehouse
— yet I always wind up reading it
cover to cover and always come
away informed and ready for action.
The writing is terrific and the layout
and design easy on the eye. It’s a
great read!

KEVIN B. KUHNE,  ALBANY

continued from page 2

Letters
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Candidates for at-large seats to the Chapter Executive Committee

The following candidates, listed in
random order, are running for at-
large positions on the Atlantic

Chapter’s Executive Committee.
These are their unedited statements.
See page 12 for voting instructions.

Rachel Treichler
I am running for a seat on the At-

lantic Chapter Executive Committee
to continue working within the Club
to help Club members organize our
communities to make the decisions
about what happens to the environ-
ment in our communities. I have
been active in the Finger Lakes
Group since moving upstate in late
2002.  From 1995-2002, I was active
in the New York City Group.  In 2005
I was elected to the Atlantic Chapter
ExCom and re-elected in 2007.  I am
currently serving as the Chapter del-
egate to the Council of Club Leaders,
as chair of the Chapter Fundraising
Committee, and as chair of the Chap-
ter Gas Drilling Task Force. In 2004, I
joined the national Club’s Corporate
Accountability Committee and the
Committee’s Confronting Corporate
Power Task Force. In 2007 and 2008,
I worked to help organize three
weekend workshops for Sierra Club
members in Moravia and Varysburg
on “Organizing New York Communi-
ties for Environmental Protection
and Democracy” focusing on issues
involving factory farms.

I live on an organic farm in
Hammondsport in the Finger Lakes
region.  I am a lawyer with a part-
time solo practice.  In addition to the
Sierra Club, I am active in the Green
Party,  the Bath Peace and Justice
Group, the Finger Lakes Progressives
and the Steuben County League of
Women Voters.

Jim Lane
The Sierra Club is even more im-

portant now than it was when I first
joined in 1981. More people under-
stand the importance of protecting
our environment, yet our species is
collectively doing more damage to
the planet than ever before. The Si-
erra Club tries to bridge that gap by
educating the public and mobilizing
volunteers to take effective action.
We’ve had some successes. Things
aren’t quite as bad as they would be
if it hadn’t been for the Sierra Club
and other environmental organiza-
tions. We’ve learned, however, that
good intentions are not enough.

I first became active in the Club in
1988. As a member of the New York
City Group ExCom, I worked on
keeping nuclear weapons out of
New York harbor. Since then I’ve also
served at various times as Group
Chair and Group Secretary of the
NYC Group. At the Atlantic Chapter,
I’ve been a member of the ExCom
and the Steering Committee, Chapter
Secretary, Chapter Bylaws Commit-
tee Chair, and the Political Compli-
ance Officer. Other issues I’ve
worked on include population, inter-
national trade, lead paint poisoning,
and protecting the Hudson River and
its waterfront. In 2004 and again last
fall, I participated in the Club’s work
to raise environmental issues in the

Presidential election.  I made phone
calls to swing states and went to
Pennsylvania for door-to-door can-
vassing. As an attorney in private
practice, I’ve provided legal advice
and pro bono representation in
court for the Club and other environ-
mentalists.  I’m at
JimLane@americamail.com.

Diane Buxbaum
ddbuxbaum@earthlink.net
GOALS:
1) Compel political leadership to

address:
a. THE MOST IMPORTANT CRISIS

THAT WE FACE—GLOBAL WARMING!
• Take strong, significant steps to

reduce global warming, dependence
on fossil fuels, support alternative,
sustainable forms of energy. STOP
COAL!

• Reduce consumption of natural
resources.

• Promote sustainable living. Pre-
serve ecologically significant habitats
& biodiversity; protect all species.

• Stop Gas Drilling to prevent water
source and natural resource damage.

b. THE NEEDS OF CITIES:
• Curb excessive building devel-

opment.
• Protect community gardens and

wetlands. Increase wetlands and park
space; oppose commercial develop-
ment in parks.

• Promote public access to the
waterfront.

• Support new energy conserva-
tion regulations for all new buildings
and major renovations.

2) FOSTER PUBLIC EDUCATION
ABOUT:

• The role of population/con-
sumption in global climate change,
ozone depletion, species and habitat
loss, sprawl, degradation of the hu-
man condition.

• Partner with other environmen-
tal organizations on population and
environmental impacts.

ACTIVITIES:  NYC Conservation
Chair 2001 - Spring 2009, Conserva-
tion Co-chair 2009, NYC ExCom,
Chair Gowanus Canal Committee,
State Chapter ExCom, State Popula-
tion Committee Co-chair, State Glo-
bal Warming Task Force, O&P Com-
mittee, Past volunteer guide/teacher:
Central Park Zoo, 1998-2001. Volun-
teer: American Museum of Natural
History, Hudson River Environmental
Society.

EDUCATION:   Doctoral studies
ecology, Fordham; MPH Columbia
University; MA Environmental Health
Science, Hunter; BA Zoology, UCLA.

EMPLOYMENT:  Fred Hart, Envi-
ronmental Consultants; Hunter Col-
lege, Assistant Prof. Environmental
Health Science; Environmental Scien-
tist, USEPA 1982-present, ecological
risk assessment, enforcement, com-
pliance assistance.  National EPA
Gold and Silver Medal recipient.

Barbara Trypaluk
I’m a hiker, bike rider, and gar-

dener and consider myself a deep
ecologist. For the past seven years,
have been heavily involved in local
and national environmental issues.
Two winters ago, I organized a dem-

onstration outside Saratoga’s City
Center where the Saratoga Economic
Development Council  was meeting
with representatives of AMD to cel-
ebrate the coming of the chip fab
industry to Saratoga county.  The pro-
test was televised and drew attention
to the fact that AMD is not a clean
industry. I tried to organize a lawsuit
to stop the Round Lake By-Pass de-
signed to be a truck route into the
Global Foundry’s location.  Back in
2003, I ran for local office and in
2007, Saratoga’s Mayor appointed me
to the Comprehensive Plan Revision
Committee.  As a member of that
committee, I attended meetings for
over a year and wrote the Open
Space and Natural Resources section.
I can often be seen at city council
and planning board meetings speak-
ing out against unsustainable devel-
opment projects.

For the past eight years, I have
been fighting to preserve the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge, and orga-
nized a demonstration back in 2006
alerting the public to the need to
block drilling in the refuge. I have
also been an active member of De-
fenders of Wildlife for years.

I am running because I think Si-
erra Club should be reaching out to
local activists in order to stop bad
economic development that’s result-
ing in loss of habitat.

Hal Bauer
‘Hi.  I am interested in improving

environmental conservation in New
York State by becoming an Atlantic
Chapter EXCOM member to con-
tinue my work with the Club.  If you
have questions, my Wilderness and
Wildlife Committee email address is:
wilds@newyork.sierraclub.org

Since childhood,  I’ve remained
interested in earthly questions of
origins, as understanding it is key to
our current situation and future.  As
an excessively prolific species, we
have over doubled in number, since
1960 when I entered high school in
Queens, NY.  Most human problems
exacerbate with another billion
people about every dozen years, so I
am glad NYS hasn’t doubled in num-
ber like California, since I graduated
with my Ph.D in evolutionary biol-
ogy from Stanford University in 1977
there.  Human population growth,
climate disruption and resource
competition in Africa threaten the
apes I studied there with extinction,
as well as, massive biota extinctions
worldwide.

Since my family moved back to
NYS in 1992, we used organic prac-
tices farming and raised  two chil-
dren to university age.  I have orga-
nized, participated or/ and hosted
weekly, monthly or/and annual pub-
lic environmental programs in the
Rochester and Finger Lakes area at
churches, public schools, Regional
Group or/ and the Rochester zoo on
human adaptation & choice, sustain-
able farming, peace action and envi-
ronmental conservation.  Our
Springwater Farm has been success-
ful, as has my daughter, who wants to
take her biology degree to study sus-
tainable planning, and my son, who

is a freshman in environmental engi-
neering, both nearby at the Univer-
sity at Buffalo.’

Frank Morris
Fellow Sierran, I’m presently Vice

Chairperson of the 40,000 member
Atlantic Chapter (NYS) Sierra Club,
and chairperson of the 6,000 mem-
ber Long Island Sierra Club, and I
would like to earn your vote for this
position on the chapter executive
committee.

Last year, I ran as a petition candi-
date for the National Sierra Club and
received nearly 15,000 votes. http://
www.electfrankmorris.com/   I ran
as a petition candidate because I was
appalled that national Sierra Club
entered into a business deal with
Clorox.  I was also appalled that Si-
erra Club took a position in favor of
natural gas exploitation by endorsing
the Pickens Plan.

If elected, I will oppose natural
gas exploitation in NYS’s watersheds,
and promote the recently passed
Green Homes Law to members
around NYS.  The Green Homes Law
identifies carbon dioxide as solid
waste, and allows local Towns to tap
solid waste funds to help citizens
pay for house hold energy efficiency
retrofits.  As a member of the Atlantic
Chapter Sierra Club’s executive com-
mittee, I will continue to advocate
that our ex com support our local
groups.  If elected, I will be available
to the membership.

Professionally, I run Ecologic Advi-
sors, a NYS Registered Investment
Advisory specializing in environmen-
tal investing.
www.ecologicadvisors.us  Please
contact me at 516 410-8461 or
fm@ecologicadvisors.us to talk about
environmental issues and solutions.
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The essence of early fall is in getting ready

by Betsy Naselli

The long slow cooking of root
vegetables, which are so abun-
dant in the autumn, brings out

their inherent sweetness and makes
for a delectable way to get your nine-
a-day.

Carrots, parsnips, squash, onions,
beets, eggplant, leeks, and garlic —
just to mention a few to get you
started. If you are a garlic lover and
you’ve never tried roasted garlic, you
are in for a real treat!

Pickled Roasted Beets
1 or 2 lbs. of scrubbed, but not

peeled, beets (It is best if the beets
are all about the same size, and if you
buy these with the greens attached,
steam and eat the greens right away
— they are yummy.)

raspberry vinegar
extra virgin olive oil
Heat oven to 350°. Wrap the beets

in a single layer in a couple of layers
of aluminum foil. Be sure that they
are completely sealed, with the open-
ing on top. (If this comes open in
your oven it will not be pretty.  You
can place it on a cookie sheet to be
extra safe.) Place the foil package of
beets in the oven and let cook until
tender.  You can test this by stabbing
a sharp knife through foil and all
(again, through the top of the foil
package). They should still be firm,
but the knife should go through eas-
ily.  The time will vary with the size
of the beets, but they usually take
about 45 minutes to an hour.

Carefully open the package when
cooked and allow to cool until you
can handle them, but don’t allow to
cool completely.  The peels will slip
right off. Slice the peeled beets into
about quarter-inch slices and place
in a container.  Pour raspberry vin-
egar (you can use apple cider vin-
egar if you wish, but raspberry is my
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favorite for these beets) over the
beets until most of them are covered.
Let cool (don’t refrigerate yet). When
cool, add a tablespoon or two of ol-
ive oil and gently toss them around
to coat with oil and vinegar. Eat right
away or store in the refrigerator.

These are terrific on salads, or just
as a side dish. When I am feeling re-
ally creative I use my tiniest heart
shaped cookie cutter and cut heart
shapes out of the beets to place on
salads. (This may seem like a loving
act, but I wonder if it is really only
self-serving, as I am scarfing down all
the beet scraps as I prepare dinner!)

Roasted Garlic
garlic
extra virgin olive oil
fresh thyme (optional)
Heat oven to 350°. Remove the

loosest, outermost skins of the head
of garlic, but leave some on and leave
the head intact. You can do as many
or as few heads as you like. I have a
great little stoneware baker that
holds five or six heads of garlic, so
that’s what I generally use, but if you
use aluminum foil there are no limits!

Slice through the very top of the
head so that most of the cloves are
slightly exposed. Don’t fret if they all
aren’t. This is just to make it easier to
squeeze out the end result more
quickly and efficiently. Place the pre-
pared garlic in an oven proof dish or
on a couple of layers of foil. Sprinkle
with a little extra virgin olive oil and
add some sprigs of fresh thyme if
you have it. Or, dried if you don’t.
Cover the dish with foil, or secure
foil around garlic.

Roast for 45 minutes or so, until
garlic is very soft. You can open the
foil to test it.

When cool enough to handle,
squeeze cloves out of their skins and
enjoy smeared on bread or toss with
pasta and olive oil.

Roasted Carrots
5 or 6 large carrots, peeled if not

organic; scrubbed if organic
about 1 head of garlic, cloves sepa-

rated and peeled
olive oil
Heat oven to 350°. Cut carrots

into 3- to 4-inch lengths and cut into
batons. Place carrots and garlic
cloves on baking sheet. Drizzle with
olive oil. Place in oven and cook until
tender, stirring once or twice to be
sure all are evenly roasted. Enjoy!

Betsy Naselli owns The Holistic Lifestyle
Company in the Syracuse area.
www.TheHolisticLifestyleCompany.com
The Atlantic Chapter encourages you to move
toward a plant-based diet to protect the environ-
ment and human health and to make better use of
natural resources. To learn more and to receive
more recipes, contact the Biodiversity/Vegetarian
Outreach Committee at ldestefano3@ twcny.rr.com
or 315-488-2140, and the Farm and Food Com-
mittee at FarmandFoodComm@yahoo.com, or go
to www.newyork.sierraclub.org/ and in the
“Select an Issue” dropdown list select “Biodiver-
sity/Vegetarian Outreach” and “Agriculture.”

I f you love hot weather, you’re
probably sad it’s early fall.
You’re sorry life in light clothes

isn’t permanent. You regret that
jumping in ponds and sharing space
with bass is becoming chilly business.

The sun in early fall is a friend
whose visits to the neighborhood
have grown shorter and more aloof.
No longer do squash vines grow
with jungle quickness. No longer
does a fireball beat down at lunch-
time and refuse to surrender at night.
A dwindling fire, not tropical passion,
burns in the sunset these days. It’s as
if someone in the Southern Hemi-
sphere has offered Mr. Sol free use of
a condo on the Peruvian coast, and
the old boy can’t wait to be gone.

Nights are short, shadows long.
Sun rays strike diffuse blows that

warm but refuse to permeate. What
were endless days have become
short bursts of warmth into which
we cram last gasps of easy living.

As warmth dissipates, we scan
closet corners where sweaters lan-
guish in summer exile. We drape
blankets over the back of the couch,
comforters on the foot of the bed.

We prepare. The cat absorbs early
morning sun like a sphinx with dead
batteries. His fur a shade thicker than
yesterday, his muscles limbering, he
acknowledges the solar charge with
an occasional stretch. Then there’s
us. We must stack the firewood,
sauce the tomatoes, can the pickles,
knit the sweaters, caulk the win-

dows. The essence of early fall is in
getting ready.

Wild creatures also are preparing,
only with more determination and
on a tighter schedule. Seasonal
change rules their lives. Transitions
are short, results immutable. Slackers
of glade and glen are assured only of
death. None will live to transfer lazy
genes. The gigantic toad by my
woodpile looks like a slacker but
isn’t.  A marvel of billowing flesh —
amphibious touring sedan of bumps
and beady eyes — this creature has
been slowed by cold mornings to a
speed approaching nothing at all.
Lumbering through damp grass, feel-
ing a chill that will deepen with Oc-
tober, the bug-spearing patriarch
can’t hop over a work boot. He
bumps and goes around. Waste no
more days, my friend. Soon, nights
will come when burrowing under-
ground will be your only defense
against a season toads never see. Wait
for high noon, when the engine
warms. Stalk cricket prey as a heron
stalks minnows, with the patience of
a statue. Flick your tongue and swal-
low. Grow fat. Find a spot where soft
soil makes burrowing easy, where a
toad of ample girth can dig down
and disappear — down into the soil,
as deep as three feet, away from ice
and cold. Tend to these matters with
dedication, for the time of hard
ground will come soon. Soon, but
not today. Today is summer-warm,
there’s still time. Time to prepare.

Naturalist Rick Marsi, a member of the
Susquehanna Group, is a journalist,
public speaker and leader of eco-tours.
His book of favorite nature columns is
Wheel of Seasons, available at
www.rickmarsi.com.  ©2009 Rick Marsi

Linda DeStefano, chair of the
Chapter’s Biodiversity/Vegetarian
Outreach Committee, has updated a
handout, “Don’t Eat a Cow, Man!
How Animal Agriculture Adds to Glo-
bal Warming.”

The new version includes some
studies not included in the earlier
one. It’s available from her in hard
copy or can be downloaded at
newyork.sierraclub.org/conserva-
tion/biodiversity/biodiversity.html.

Free update improves
‘Don’t Eat a Cow, Man’

A marvel of billowing flesh —
amphibious touring sedan of

bumps and beady eyes — this
toad may look like a slacker,

but really isn’t. It has been
slowed by fall’s cold mornings.

Eventually it will find a spot
where soil is soft, burrow in

and disappear — into the soil
as deep as three feet, away

from ice and cold.

D
o
ri

n
d
a

 W
h

it
e,

 S
u

sq
u

eh
a

n
n

a
 G

ro
u

p

Wheel of Seasons
by Rick Marsi
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The Elections Committee strongly encourages you to use an

envelope for returning your ballot. This will greatly decrease the

chances of your ballot being damaged in the mail and not counted!

Thanks.

Choose up to five candidates.
Ballot 1
❑   Frank Morris
❑   Hal Bauer
❑   Barbara Trypaluk
❑   Diane Buxbaum
❑   Jim Lane
❑   Rachel Treichler

Choose up to five candidates.
Ballot 2
❑   Frank Morris
❑   Hal Bauer
❑   Barbara Trypaluk
❑   Diane Buxbaum
❑   Jim Lane
❑   Rachel Treichler

NOTE: Single memberships use one ballot.
Joint memberships use both ballots.

To be eligible to vote in the election, you must be a member in
good standing of the Atlantic Chapter as of October 31, 2009.

Please read all the candidates’ statements on page 10. Indicate your choices
by checking the boxes next to the candidates’ names on the ballot on this
page. Each member may fill out only one ballot. Joint members use both bal-
lots. Ballots should not be cut or separated.

DO NOT remove the mailing label. It is used to verify that the ballot is be-
ing submitted by an Atlantic Chapter member. It will be removed before the
ballots are counted. Secrecy will be ensured. Putting your folded ballot in an
envelope is the best way to send it.  This greatly reduces the possibility of dam-
age during mailing. If you don’t use an envelope, please fold and secure as
indicated. Please TAPE IT – NO STAPLES!

Affix a 44-cent stamp and mail to:  Elections Committee, Sierra Club Atlantic
Chapter, PO Box 886, Syosset, NY 11791-0886.

Members who do not receive a ballot, or who damage or lose their ballot,
may request a replacement from Atlantic Chapter office employees. They will
send you a replacement ballot bearing your membership number and the sig-
nature of a Chapter staff member. Only such replacement ballots sent to you
from Chapter staff will be counted. No replacement ballots will be issued after
December 15, 2009.

If you have any questions or problems, contact Chapter staff at 516-672-
8252.  Allow enough time for your problem or question to be resolved before
the deadline. Mail your ballots so that they are received on or before Decem-
ber 29, 2009. Ballots will be counted by January 9, 2010.

Atlantic Chapter executive committee 2009 election for at-large delegates
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Two new books by Sierra Atlantic illustrator R.O. Blechman
by Hal Smith, Sierra Atlantic co-editor

Shortly after its current editors
arrived, distinguished illustrator
R.O. Blechman volunteered his

services to the SIERRA ATLANTIC. Readers
have been enjoying his work here, in
almost every issue, for six years, in-
cluding the illustration accompanying
his wife’s article on page 1.

Bob is the author of seven “graphic
novels,” the first of which was pub-
lished in 1953, before the term was
coined. Two publishers have just si-
multaneously released two more of
his books. Talking Lines: the graphic
stories of R.O. Blechman (Drawn &
Quarterly, 272 pp., $29.95) is a repre-
sentative collection of his 50 years of
work as an illustrator; the other is
Dear James: letters to a young illus-
trator (Simon & Schuster, 151 pp.,
$21), chatty advice to an imaginary
novice on leading a productive and
creative life.

In Talking Lines, Bob has collected
illustrations from out-of-print books,
defunct magazines, the Village Voice,
etc., plus unpublished work. In Dear
James, he candidly reviews his career,
tells “war stories” and offers his
highly readable advice on living an
examined life. He quotes widely, with
references to major figures in litera-
ture and art. It makes perfect sense

that both books should appear si-
multaneously. One sums up the
work, the other the life. Both are
sophisticated and insightful.

If R.O. Blechman were a public
company, I’d urge everyone I know
to buy its stock fast. His new books
are going to introduce him to a
wider audience, particularly if jacket
blurbs count for anything. Poet John
Ashbery, for example, says, “Under
the guise of letters of advice to a
young illustrator, R.O. Blechman has
written a profound and witty dis-
course on the nature of all creativity,
not just the artistic kind. It reads like
a nimble treatise on life itself.”

Not that Blechman has been a
total stranger — we have known of
him for years without realizing it. His
trademark wiggly linework and mini-
malism have formed an identifiable
style. However, most readers haven’t
attached his name to that style, per-
haps, because it has often been imi-
tated. He has appeared widely in

magazines, from 14 covers for the
New Yorker, to Rolling Stone, For-
tune, Harper’s and others.

Certainly he is well-known among
aficionados of animated films: he
operated a NYC animation studio for
27 years, which produced work for
ad agencies and for PBS, including an
Emmy award-winning version of Igor
Stravinsky’s L’Histoire du Soldat as
well as TV commercials for Fortune
100 companies.  A retrospective of
his films has been exhibited at the
Museum of Modern Art.

He also enjoyed success as an ad-
vertising artist and was inducted into
the Art Directors Hall of Fame ten
years ago. For a look at both his ani-
mation and his advertising, check out
the clever commercials on his charm-
ing website, www.roblechman.com.
These show that, like most all
“creatives,” Bob was obliged to hold a
day job — but he still had fun.

In Dear James, he recalls when The
New York Times asked him to illustrate

an op-ed piece by President Ronald
Reagan. “I drew a giant elephant, arms
crossed, eyes closed, seated on a bunch
of (presumably) Democrats. To my sur-
prise, the damn thing ran!”

He addresses the difference be-
tween minor and major art. Why do
we place a higher value on gallery art
than on so-called commercial art? This
distinction “would have seemed
pointless, if not absurd, to a Renais-
sance artist. Botticelli’s contemporar-
ies admired his illustrations no less
than his canvases. ...Cellini crafted
bronze statues and diamond rings,
ecclesiastical robes and salt cellars.

“Good art is major. Bad art is minor.
Good and Bad. Those are the cate-
gories — the only ones — that matter.”

Bob Blechman, 79, is still very ac-
tive and freelancing from his upstate
studio. But the print markets are with-
ering. When they swoon, so does ad-
vertising. Meanwhile, his name is in-
creasingly misspelled and he probably
owns a sweater older than some of
the hot-shots who hire him. He is, as
he says, “not entirely of this age, a
rather square analog peg in a very
digital world.”

Nonetheless he does an occasional
animation or blog for the Huffington
Post and other cool places.  And Dear
James is one of the sweetest little
books I’ve read in years.

Cut here


