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by James Hufnagel

The motto of the city of Niagara
Falls should be, “Give us your
toxins, your carcinogens and

poisons, the wretched waste from
your teeming industries.” Because we
make it go away. It’s big business here:

Chemical Waste Management
(CWM), Love Canal, and other
Superfund sites too numerous to list.
Don’t eat more than
one fish a month
out of the Niagara
River or Lake
Ontario, because
they’re lousy with
dioxin and mercury,
the legacy of toxic
landfills that have
been slowly leach-
ing into our water supply for decades.

Despite all the cancer deaths,
birth defects, the detrimental effects
on our tourism and agricultural in-
dustries, the Niagara Falls Water
Board is poised to accept “frack” wa-
ter from Ohio, Pennsylvania and New
York for treatment and discharge
into the Niagara River.  The river
empties into Lake Ontario, from
which tens of millions of people,
including those living in Rochester
and Toronto, draw their drinking water.

The water board has been pay-
ing a public relations firm, E3 Com-
munications of Buffalo and Albany,
$4,000 a month to develop a cam-
paign to persuade us to open wide

Cuomo-backed plan would dump ‘treated’ frack water in Lake Ontario
Niagara water board hires PR firm to

push importation of hazardous wastewater

Fifty-nine scientists, including four from the National Academy of Sci-
ences, have warned Gov.  Andrew Cuomo that municipal drinking water
systems are unable to protect against chemicals used in fracking for natu-
ral gas.

In a letter to Cuomo on September 16, the scientists wrote,
“We the undersigned scientists write to you regarding the ability of

municipal drinking water filtration systems to adequately remove con-
taminants of the sort found in return fluids from hydraulic fracturing,
should they somehow enter the water system. The state has proposed
that hydraulic fracturing not be allowed in the watersheds of the New
York City and Syracuse water systems (where no filtration occurs), but
be allowed in watersheds where drinking water is filtered before use.
The presumption appears to be that municipal water filtration plants
provide protection from potential contaminants. The best available scien-
tific information does not support this presumption.

“Most municipal water filtration systems are designed to remove po-
tentially dangerous microorganisms from water, which they do efficiently.
The typical filtration system would also remove some hazardous sub-
stances. However, there simply is not an adequate knowledge base to
conclude that filtering would remove all, or even most, of the hazardous
substances found in flow-back fluids from hydraulic fracturing. Potential
contaminants of concern known to be in some flow-back fluids include
benzene and other volatile aromatic hydrocarbons, surfactants and or-
ganic biocides, barium and other toxic metals, and soluble radioactive
compounds containing thorium, radium, and uranium. Municipal filtra-
tion systems were not designed with such hazards in mind.

“We urge the state to reconsider its position that existing water filtra-
tion systems provide adequate protection against the risk of hydraulic
fracturing, should materials from flow-back fluids migrate to lakes, reser-
voirs, or groundwaters used for municipal water supplies.”

One of the 59 scientists, Robert Howarth, a distinguished professor of
ecology at Cornell University and founding editor of a journal, “Bio-
geochemistry,” told the Albany Times-Union that it would be “extremely
expensive” to add filters capable of capturing fracking chemicals and that
he knows of no municipal system that does so.

“If the risk from shale gas is too high for the watersheds of New York
City, then it is too high for any of the watersheds in the state,” Howarth, said.

Scientists tell governor: Municipal
systems can’t filter most frack chemicals

for the frack wastewater.
Meanwhile, a high-level source has

confirmed that Paul Drof, executive
director of the water board, was sum-
moned to Albany in July by Gov.  An-
drew Cuomo to finalize plans for the
importation of toxic “frack” water.

It was also revealed that the
Cuomo administration and the water
board are jointly considering imple-
mentation of a massive new transpor-

tation scheme to fa-
cilitate this latest ef-
fort to capitalize on
the Niagara area’s
willingness to shoul-
der the toxic waste
disposal burden for
the entire state.

If plans move for-
ward, a Buffalo Av-

enue facility will be receiving scores,
possibly hundreds, of tanker trucks
on a daily basis laden with the frack
water, which is awaiting an official
determination by the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) as to whether it should be
classified as “hazardous waste” due to
its radioactivity and carcinogens.
Cuomo is said to be heavily advocat-
ing for railcar transport as well.

In a related matter, an internal
state government report recently
leaked to the Ithaca Journal esti-
mated the huge transportation infra-
structure costs associated with
fracking. Intended only for the eyes

Climate activists turn up the heat with civil disobedience at White House

Tens of millions of people,

including those living in

Rochester and Toronto,

draw their drinking water

from Lake Ontario.

Catherine Hiller, a novelist, editor and member of the Lower Hudson Group, is arrested at a
peaceful sit-in in front of the White House. She was arrested along with her son and about 1,250
others in opposition to the proposed Keystone XL pipeline. The pipeline would enable massive
development of tar sands mining in Canada, which climate scientist James Hansen has warned
could doom any chance of preventing catastrophic global warming.

Aplan to build a 1,770-mile pipe-
line, the Keystone XL—to trans-
port crude oil wrenched from

tar sands in Canada to refineries in
Texas—has galvanized climate
change activists and inspired two
weeks of civil disobedience at the
White House. The arrest of 1,253
people was the largest such action in
decades and signals a new chapter in
the effort to rally public support for
federal measures to deal with climate
change.

Following the White House sit-in
arrests (which included members of
the Atlantic Chapter), the Dalai Lama
and Archbishop Desmond Tutu, along
with seven other Nobel Peace Prize
winners, wrote to President Obama
asking him to block the pipeline.

Leading environmental writer/
educator Bill McKibben and other
activists are planning followup ac-
tions, described in a letter excerpted
below. It begins by noting how the
White House sit-in has inspired others:

“• At President Obama’s first pub-
lic speech since the sit-ins ended, a
hardy bunch of University of Rich-
mond students unfurled a huge ban-
ner demanding that the president
veto the pipeline—followed by simi-
lar actions in Columbus, Ohio, Ra-
leigh, North Carolina, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, Wilmington, Delaware
and many others.

“• Meeting on the Rosebud Sioux
reservation recently, Native tribal
leaders from both sides of the border
and private land owners from South
Dakota and Nebraska signed a
‘Mother Earth Accord’ opposing Key-
stone XL and the tar sands. These are
the people who started this fight;
and they’re being joined by everyone
right down to Nebraska Cornhusker
football fans who booed lustily when
a Keystone ad showed up on the
Jumbotron at a recent game. The
next day the university ended their
sponsorship deal with Trans-Canada
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Chapter member arrested in DC protest
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DiNapoli: make gas drillers pay for quick cleanups

of the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC),
the Department of Transportation
and Cuomo’s executive staff, it stated
bluntly, “The potential transportation
impacts are ominous ... the Marcellus
region will see a peak year increase
of up to 1.5 million heavy truck trips
... it will be necessary to reconstruct
hundreds of miles of roads and
scores of bridges and undertake
safety and operational improvements
in many areas. The annual costs to
undertake these transportation
projects are estimated to range ...
from $121 million to $222 million
for local roads.”

Not to worry, though, the Cuomo
administration and the water board
will surely pay those costs, not us
taxpayers.

The supposed advantage the
Niagara Falls water treatment plant
holds over those of Ohio and Penn-
sylvania—or elsewhere in New York,
for that matter—is the use of acti-
vated carbon to remove contami-
nants. However, the ability of the
facility to remove the hundreds of
chemical additives, radioactive sub-
stances and petrochemical waste
contaminants is highly open to question.

The DEC lists on its website some
of the components of “frack” water:
potassium chloride to reduce fric-
tion; glutaraldehyde, which is a “bio-
cide” used to kill plants and microor-
ganisms; hydrochloric acid to pre-
vent drilling mud damage; N-dim-
ethyl formamide to prevent well cor-
rosion; various petroleum distillates
to reduce friction; and ethylene gly-
col, better known as antifreeze.

Energy in Depth, an industry
group, also lists polyacrylamide, a
potent neurotoxin. In addition, the
millions of gallons of frack water
returning back up the average gas
well bring to the surface heavy met-
als, arsenic, and radioactive radium
and uranium from deep rock layers.

There are no national or state
standards for what gas drillers can
add to frack water before injecting it
into a well, since Congress ex-
empted frack water from regulation
by the 2005 Safe Drinking Water Act.

A 2011 report released by the
House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee listed 750 additives, 29 of
which are known carcinogens, that
are routinely used by the scores of
gas drillers who are poised to ship
their toxic frack wastewater to
Niagara Falls for treatment and dis-
charge into the Niagara River.

A nationally recognized expert in
the field of municipal water treat-
ment and wastewater management
is deeply skeptical about the ability
of the water board’s plan to effec-
tively remove contaminants from gas
drilling frack water.

Walter Hang is president of Toxic
Targeting, Inc., an Ithaca-based con-
sulting firm. Toxic Targeting is not
some tree-hugger organization dedi-
cated to advancing burdensome
regulations and killing jobs. Using
cutting-edge mapping and database
technologies, Toxic Targeting sup-
plies information to business, gov-
ernment and private individuals en-
gaged in property evaluation, re-
gional planning and mortgage risk
management with respect to prox-
imity to superfund, toxic dump and

brownfield sites.
With over 40 years of experience

evaluating the efficacy of wastewater
management processes and facilities,
Hang has served as a consultant for
“60 Minutes” and The New York
Times on the subject of water pollu-
tion, and is the author of  “The Rav-
aged River: Toxic Chemicals in the
Niagara River,” published in 1981.

Hang contends that the Niagara
Falls treatment facility is incapable of
effectively filtering many of the toxic
compounds, which vary according to
the unique recipes of scores of dif-
ferent drillers.

“There is no place in the country
as lax as Niagara Falls with respect to
regulatory violations involving water
quality,” Hang told me. “The granular
activated-carbon process is inad-
equate for filtering and removing the
frack constituents.”

Pretreatment of wastewater,
which is ordinarily performed by the
industrial source, is designed to re-
move 85 percent of contaminants.
But pretreatment of frack wastewa-
ter is inadequate or nonexistent
when it is delivered by the drillers,
most of whom are headquartered in
Texas, Oklahoma and Louisiana.

Hang also described how toxic
waste from Niagara Falls landfills is
easily detected in the drinking water
of Niagara River communities such
as Canada’s Niagara-on-the-Lake, and
how these compounds primarily
transport and concentrate along the
south shoreline of Lake Ontario.
James Hufnagel, a member of the Atlan-
tic Chapter’s Niagara Group, writes for
the Niagara Falls Reporter, from which
this article is adapted.

New York State Comptroller
Thomas DiNapoli has pro-
posed an industry-supported

fund to recover damages caused by
accidents related to natural gas pro-
duction.

The proposed legislation would
apply to current drilling operations
as well as to proposed high-volume
hydraulic fracturing.

 “The only current remedy for
private citizens who suffer damages
to their property from natural gas
production is to enter into litigation,
which has the potential to be costly,
difficult and slow,” DiNapoli said.

“Preventing accidents and con-
tamination should always be our first
priority. But it’s impossible to elimi-
nate all risk. If an accident does oc-
cur, the state needs to be ready with
a rapid response and a reliable
mechanism to hold polluters respon-
sible. New Yorkers should not have
to bear the burden from contamina-
tions that damage their air, water and
property. Whatever final decisions
are made regarding high-volume
hydraulic fracturing, this program
and [this] new fund will provide the
necessary resources to respond to
any accidents.”

DiNapoli’s program is modeled
after the NYS Environmental Protec-
tion and Spill Compensation Fund
(Oil Spill Fund), which draws on the

expertise and collaborative efforts of
the Department of Environmental
Conservation, the attorney general
and the comptroller. It would also
create for the first time an online
registry of all gas drilling related inci-
dents in the state.

The proposed program would:
• impose strict liability on owners

or operators of drilling sites that
cause contamination;

• empower the DEC to order im-
mediate cleanup by owner or opera-
tor or take over sites for immediate
cleanup or;

• impose a surcharge on drilling

permits to create the Natural Gas
Damage Recovery Fund;

• require oil and natural gas com-
panies to post surety bonds to cover
any shortfall.

Like the Oil Spill Fund, the New
York Natural Gas Production Con-
tamination Damage Recovery and
Remediation Fund (Natural Gas Dam-
age Recovery Fund) would be ad-
ministered by the comptroller.

DiNapoli’s initiative calls for the
fund to come from a surcharge on
permit fees, cost recoveries and pen-
alties, and surety bonds to be posted
by gas well developers.

Plan would dump ‘treated’ frack water in Lake Ontario
continued from page 1

Federal regulators suspect that a major natural gas pipeline in New York
may be riddled with faulty welds and have ordered the pipeline’s operator to
take immediate protective action to prevent a tragedy, according to docu-
ments obtained by NaturalGasWatch.org.

The federal Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
(PMHSA) issued the order on July 6, in connection with a leak that was discov-
ered in the Millenium pipeline, which runs between Steuben and Rockland
counties, in January.

During a routine surface patrol, bubbles caused by a leak were seen emerg-
ing from a creek located in a remote part of Tioga County, ultimately resulting
in the release of more than 1.3 million cubic feet of natural gas into the environment.

The New York Department of Public Service subsequently inspected the
line and determined that the leak resulted from a defective weld that joined
two segments of the 30-inch pipeline.

The Millennium serves the northeast. Its customers are National Grid, Con-
solidated Edison of New York, Central Hudson Gas and Electric Corporation,
and Columbia Gas Transmission.

Millenium gas pipeline is leaky, regulators say

E X P L O R E ,  E N J O Y  A N D

P R O T E C T  T H E  P L A N E T
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A CLEAN way to fast-track renewables in New York
by Bob Ciesielski and Bill Nowak

While the fossil fuel and
nuclear industries continually
tell New Yorkers that renew-

able energy can’t work, the results of
so-called CLEAN programs in other
countries speak for themselves.

Now, with a push from Sierrans in
California, CLEAN (Clean Local En-
ergy Accessible Now) programs are
gaining traction there, paving a path
for New York and other states.

A CLEAN contract system (or feed-
in-tariff, FIT, as it is known in Europe)
sets a fair, fixed price for renewable
energy sources.  Renewable energy
generators (homeowners, non-prof-
its, or businesses generating power
from sources such as solar, wind,
geothermal, or agricultural biogas)
are guaranteed long-term (usually 15-
or 20-year) contracts with utilities at
a fixed price.  Generally, the contract
price is set at the cost of construc-
tion of the renewable energy system
plus a reasonable rate of return (5-
10%).  The renewable energy sup-
plier is then able to obtain financing
from banks and investors, which are
assured a reasonable return.

This system of supporting renew-
able energy development has re-
sulted in a rapid increase in well pay-
ing manufacturing jobs and has been
implemented in over 50 countries.
In contrast, domestic renewable en-
ergy manufacturing jobs have been
slow to grow under the U.S. system,
which is subject to huge spikes and
slumps in the cost of energy.

Worldwide experience with FITs
(especially in Europe) has created a
number of best practices for setting
prices.  For example, prices can be
set for different types of renewable
energy, i.e., small solar (rooftop
placement), large solar (solar indus-
trial arrays), wind, geothermal, etc.
This permits development of a vari-
ety of renewable energy sources.  In
most CLEAN programs, prices are set
to decline from year to year by a
fixed percentage until renewables
reach parity with conventional
sources.

The advantages of CLEAN con-
tracts are significant:

• As renewable energy industries
grow, their cost per unit of electricity
decreases.

• Parties willing to produce re-
newable energy, even homeowners
and small business owners, are able
to add an income stream making
them stakeholders in clean energy.

Why is Germany,
with less sunshine
than New York, a
solar powerhouse?

• The variety of renewable energy
sources ensures a reliable, uninter-
rupted electricity flow.

• A reduction of fossil fuel emis-
sions reduces health costs.

• The issue of global climate
change is addressed on a small scale
every time a solar panel or wind tur-
bine is installed.

• Spikes in energy prices, which
hamper economic activity, are lev-
eled.

• The standard merit order of pay-
ing suppliers for electricity requires
that each source of electricity pur-
chased by a utility during a day be
paid the same price as the most ex-
pensive purchase.  Significant pro-
duction of lower priced renewable
energy, such as wind and biogas, can
reduce the final daily costs paid by
utilities, thus reducing costs to con-
sumers.

The current New York Renewable
Portfolio Standard (RPS) calls for 30%
of our electricity to be produced by
renewable sources by 2015.  This
standard already includes 19% of pre-
existing sources such as the hydro-
electricity plants at Massena and
Niagara Falls, so that the NYS goal is
actually only 11% of additional elec-
tricity from renewables.

New York’s RPS has been in place
for several years. Despite fine efforts
by the New York Solar Energy Re-
search and Development Authority,
existing incentives are producing
renewable electricity only at 40% of
the rate necessary to meet the state’s
meager renewable goal. New York’s
proposed Solar Industry Develop-
ment and Jobs Act, based largely on
New Jersey legislation, is also flawed.
New Jersey solar development has
been decimated by recent significant
decreases in energy prices.

Short of a statewide CLEAN pro-
gram, New Yorkers could choose to
institute a pilot CLEAN program
through the New York Power Author-
ity (NYPA) and/or the Long Island
Power Authority (LIPA).  Authority
commissioners can decide to set up
renewable energy purchase contracts
and use proven best practices of
CLEAN contracts for pricing alterna-
tive energy.  The Atlantic Chapter’s
Energy Committee and Beyond Coal
Campaign are examining this avenue
of kick-starting renewables.  The
CLEAN contract programs estab-
lished by the Gainesville, Florida, mu-
nicipal power authority resulted in a
2,000 percent increase in solar
power output in two years, and has
many good lessons for New York.

Ontario, Canada’s, CLEAN contract
program has brought billions of dol-
lars and thousands of jobs in renew-
able energy into the province since

2009.  It is projected that Ontario will
install twice as much solar power as
California this year.

Germany, Europe’s industrial pow-
erhouse, currently produces 20% of
its electricity from renewable
sources.  It has a goal of 35% renew-
able energy by 2020 and 80% by
2050.  The country has over 370,000
well paying jobs in the renewable
energy industry.  Wind energy alone
produced 36,500 billion kilowatt
hours of electricity in 2010.  In 2010
alone, Germany installed almost a
quarter million individual solar sys-
tems, totaling 7,400 megawatts of
solar capacity.

In contrast, New York, which gets
more sunshine than Germany, cur-
rently has pending legislation to de-
velop 5,000 megawatts of solar
power by the year 2026.  Even this
weak bill failed to pass in the 2011
legislative session and was strongly
opposed by the fossil fuel industry.
What is wrong with this picture?

Nuclear disasters in Fukishima,
Japan, have caused that country to
establish a goal of 30,000 megawatts
of electricity to be produced by FITs.

California is requiring 33% of its
electricity to be produced by renew-
able sources by the year 2020, and
forecasts 100,000 new green jobs as a
result.  Last year, California’s informed
citizens soundly defeated a ballot
proposition proposed and funded by
the fossil fuel industry to dismantle
the state’s clean energy legislation.

The fossil fuel industry uses a
combination of media propaganda,
lobbying efforts and political contri-
butions (often funded by untaxed
corporate profits and taxpayer subsi-
dies) to maintain its stranglehold on
America’s energy policy.  If we are
serious about moving our country to
a clean and sustainable future, this
stranglehold must be broken. While
federal Republican legislators hold
up signs reading, “drilling equals
jobs,” real worldwide job growth is
in renewable energy.  While Exxon’s
paid experts question global climate
change, the ice caps melt and the oil
states of Texas and Oklahoma break
records of 100-plus degree days
capped by record drought.

In two notable cases (October
2010 and January 2011), the  Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission has
ruled that CLEAN programs may be
used where a jurisdiction’s Renew-
able Portfolio Standard (RPS) re-
quires a percentage of renewable
energy to be developed within a
certain time frame.  These federal
decisions have removed a major ob-
stacle to the use of CLEAN contracts
in New York.

Adopting a CLEAN program offers
New York a proven way forward to
create good jobs and move to a lead-
ership position in the transition to
renewable energy.  What are we
waiting for?
Bob Ciesielski and Bill Nowak are mem-
bers of the Niagara Group.

The viability of the solar industry has been called into question recently in
the wake of the bankruptcy of Solyndra, a domestic solar panel manufac-
turer that received a Department of Energy loan guarantee.  Allegations of

impropriety in the loan process are being used by opponents of renewables
to try to discredit solar power.

Here are some facts about solar:
• The solar industry employs more than 100,000 Americans, more than

twice as many as in 2009. They work at more than 5,000 companies, the vast
majority being small businesses, in all 50 states.

• The U.S. solar industry grew by 69% in the past year, making it one of the
fastest growing sectors in the U.S. economy.

• Since the beginning of 2010, the price of solar panels has dropped by
30%, and costs continue to fall, making solar an even more viable choice for
residential and business customers.

• The U.S. was a net exporter of solar products in 2010 by $2 billion.
• Solar power in the U.S. now exceeds 3,100 megawatts, enough to power

more than 630,000 homes.
• Continued industry growth enhances America’s energy security and di-

versifies its domestic energy portfolio.
Source: Solar Energy Industry Association

As costs plummet, solar power
is growing fast, creating jobs
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Albany Update

by Roger Downs, Chapter Conservation Program Manager

We can still affect hydrofracking decisions

I t appears that the “fix is in” on
hydrofracking, but citizens can
still turn things around.
When the public dogged Andrew

Cuomo about hydrofracking on the
campaign trail in 2010, the future
governor proclaimed that he held
drinking watersheds as “sacrosanct”
and would rely on the science in
deciding whether to allow the con-
troversial natural gas development
technique to move forward. But 10
months into his administration, pub-
lic frustration is mounting as he
stands by the same platitudes while
allowing politics—not science—to
guide the process.

With his eye on a future national
office, Cuomo is less interested in
exhibiting precaution than forging a
standard for drilling that will reso-
nate with a jobs-hungry American
electorate. The second draft of the
Supplemental Generic Environmen-
tal Impact Statement (SGEIS), re-
leased in its entirety on September 7,
has shown that the DEC has done
very little in the past two years to
demonstrate that hydrofracking can
be conducted safely.

Instead, the DEC has offered a
series of mitigations that have in-
creased protections for certain areas
while permitting drilling in others—
but with no underlying sense that
hydrofracking can be done safely in
the places where drilling is to be
permitted.

To be clear, many of the mitigation
proposals are welcome—such as a
drilling ban on all state forest lands,
increased setbacks from drinking
water sources, and mandated chemi-
cal disclosure. But the fatal flaws of
the original draft study remain—no
cumulative impact assessments

based upon full build out modeling,
no public health risk assessments,
and no clear plan for how to deal
with all the drilling wastes.

Perhaps the most profound ex-
ample of this disconnect is the deci-
sion to ban drilling from the New
York City and Syracuse drinking wa-
tersheds. This policy deviates from
the previous Paterson administra-
tion’s position that a ban would con-
stitute a legal takings and the state
would be responsible for compensat-
ing landowners and energy compa-
nies for losses on their leases and
mineral rights. Syracuse’s and NYC’s
water, like much of rural New York’s,
is so pure that it goes from reservoir
to kitchen faucet unfiltered.

Multi-billion dollar price tag
The EPA closely monitors the

city’s water quality under a permit-
ting structure called a filtration avoid-
ance determination (FAD). If at some
point water quality standards cannot
meet public health requirements, the
EPA will order filtration plants to be
constructed as an alternative—a man-
date that comes with a multi-billion
dollar price tag.

In the past year, EPA made it clear
to the DEC that it will rescind the
FAD if the possibility of drilling is
present in the watershed, rather than
waiting for the first instance of con-
tamination. The DEC had no choice
but to ban drilling within the FAD
boundaries or else incur the immedi-
ate costs of filtration. But the official
justification for the ban, written in
the SGEIS, is that the sum total of
drilling activity—the construction of
access roads, well pads, and the
movement of millions of gallons of
potentially hazardous wastes—pre-
sents an unacceptable risk to water
quality.

If that is the case, then how can
the practice be justified for any other
region of the state? Millions of New
Yorkers within the drilling zone get
their water from their own private
unfiltered water wells, but do not
have the benefit of EPA monitoring

or protection, and no amount of me-
chanical filtration can adequately
remediate the chemicals that are in
the fracking fluids.

Economics trump health
Cynically, watershed protection in

the SGEIS was driven primarily by
the negative economic outcome of
drilling—not public health concerns.
In truth, it would appear that eco-
nomics is driving the entire process.
The drum beat for jobs creation and
economic development has shifted
DEC’s focus from determining the
true risks of hydrofracking to creat-
ing the financial and permitting
structure to make drilling happen.

As part of the SGEIS analysis, the
DEC commissioned a study of the
socioeconomic impacts of expanded
natural gas drilling that portrays, with
little nuance, gas development as a
jobs creating juggernaut.  The study,
which cost the DEC $1,000 per page,
failed to acknowledge basic eco-
nomic concerns of the boom- and-
bust cycles of extractive industries,
losses to competing industries such
as tourism or agriculture, the lending
crisis associated with gas-leased
properties, or the externalized costs
born on communities from gas devel-
opment.

It did, however, do something re-
markable in that it used long-term
predictive modeling, in several
phases, to demonstrate the cumula-
tive economic impact of drilling over
three separate regions of the state for
a 30-year period.

For years now, the DEC has been
arguing that it could never conduct a
cumulative environmental impact
analysis because the future course of
gas well development would be im-
possible to predict.  It would appear
that if the task can be done to gener-
ate rosy economic numbers from
mapping theoretical well develop-
ment, it can also be employed to get
a sense of how air quality will be
affected, how much capacity the
state will need to treat millions of
gallons of frack fluid, or how much
sensitive habitat and biodiversity we
will lose as a result of the fragmenta-
tion from pipelines and well pads.

Public hearings in November
All these issues will come to a

head in November when the DEC
will hold public hearings (see dates
in box, left). What will be unusual
about this round is that the hearings
will serve two purposes: to not only
hear the public on its issues with the
SGEIS but also solicit its opinion on

the new draft regulations issued in
October.  While the Cuomo adminis-
tration sees this as a noble cost-sav-
ing measure that cuts through unnec-
essary red tape, others might view
“the double dipping on hearings” as a
subversion of the process, like hold-
ing the trial and the sentencing hear-
ing at the same time.

The sad undertone from this lapse
of process is that the state has al-
ready decided to move forward on
fracking —and nothing said in these
hearings is going to make any differ-
ence.

Rigs before regs
As to standards, an agency must

complete the findings of its impact
statement under the State Environ-
mental Quality Review Act (SEQRA)
before it can start the rule-making
process (regulations) under the State
Administrative Procedures Act
(SAPA). Even worse than the pro-
posal to commingle the two pro-
cesses is the DEC’s intention to start
permitting drilling applications be-
fore the new regulations are even
completed.

Commissioner Joseph Martens has
publicly stated that he will be able to
enforce the provisions of the SGEIS,
even if they are not rooted in regula-
tion.  If we were to accept this as
true, it still provides little comfort in
the practical application of permit-
ting. The DEC can choose to enforce
—but they can also choose to negoti-
ate or bend—the rules, and it is the
public that, without formal regula-
tions on the books, will have little
recourse but to sue the DEC for non-
compliance. The public that cannot
enforce the non-binding SEQRA per-
mit conditions.

The first two years of permitting
will be pandemonium. The new re-
quired fuels, equipment, setbacks,
and procedures will inevitably be
difficult to comply with. There will
be messy conflicts on the well pad
that will push inspectors and drillers
to the edge. Without regulations on
the books, mitigation standards will
be relaxed or ignored and there will
be unnecessary degradation—with
no legal remedy for the public.

The dSGEIS remains the most
pressing forum for whether fracking
is safe enough to be permitted in
New York, but the real proving
ground will be the 2012 budget pro-
cess. The DEC clearly does not have
the staff to oversee any regulatory
program and that is a huge roadblock
to development.  The Cuomo admin-
istration is going to seek massive aug-
mentation of DEC staffing, perhaps as
many as 200 new inspectors, and will
try to create a severance tax on natu-
ral gas revenue to pay for it.  For
those of us who have been fighting
to save DEC staffing positions for
years, the challenge will be to sup-
port that goal without creating a gas
well “permitting mill.”

While it may be appear that the fix
is in, the antidote is still public par-
ticipation. Even though the DEC
seems to be forging a predetermined
path, we have an opportunity to turn
things around, but it will require
thousands commenting on the draft
and pressuring lawmakers to put a
halt to the drilling madness. See the
sidebar on page 5 for ways to comment.

Without regulations on the

books, mitigation will be

relaxed or ignored,

resulting in unnecessary

degradation—with no

legal remedy for the public.

Voice your concern
at DEC hearings
You can affect the DEC’s di-

rection on permitting and regula-
tion by attending one of four
public hearings in November.
The dates and locations are be-
low. For more information, visit
the Chapter website at
www.newyork.sierraclub.org.

The hearings schedule:
Nov. 16 Dansville, Middle School
Nov. 17 Binghamton, The Forum
Nov. 29 Sullivan County

Community College
Nov. 30 NYC, Tribeca Performing

Arts Center
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The Sierra Club has formed a
partnership with Bloomberg
Philanthropies that will effec-

tively retire one-third of the nation’s
aging coal fleet by
2020, replacing it
with clean energy.
The partnership
includes a $50 mil-
lion commitment
over four years to
the Beyond Coal
Campaign that will
fuel the Sierra
Club’s effort to
clean the air, end the coal era, and
accelerate the transition to cleaner,
cost-effective energy sources.

Sierra Club Executive Director
Michael Brune announced the part-
nership with New York City Mayor
Michael Bloomberg outside a coal-
fired plant in Alexandria, Virginia.

In the U.S., coal is the leading
cause of greenhouse-gas emissions,
and coal’s pollution contributes to
four out of the five leading causes of
mortality—heart disease, cancer,
stroke, and respiratory illness. Coal
emits almost half of all U.S. mercury
pollution, which causes developmen-
tal problems in babies and young
children, as well as being a major
contributor to asthma attacks. Coal
pollution causes $100 billion in
health costs annually.

“If we are going to get serious
about reducing our carbon footprint
in the United States, we have to get
serious about coal. Ending coal
power production is the right thing
to do, because, while it may seem to
be an inexpensive energy source, the
impact on our environment and the
impact on public health is signifi-
cant,” Bloomberg said. “Coal is a self-
inflicted public health risk, polluting
the air we breathe, adding mercury
to our water, and the leading cause
of climate disruption.”

Bloomberg added: “The Beyond
Coal Campaign has had great success
in stopping more than 150 new coal-
fired power plants over the past few
years and is empowering local com-
munities to lead from the front while
Congress continues to watch from
the back. That is why I’m pleased to
support the Sierra Club and its allies,
and I encourage others to do the
same.”

The $50 million grant will fill a
significant portion of the campaign’s
projected $150 million four-year bud-
get and will have a significant impact
in advancing the efforts of the Be-
yond Coal campaign.

The grant will enable the Club to:
• increase the number of Sierra

Club campaign states from 15 to 45;
• increase the active member and

supporter base from 1.4 million to
2.4 million people;

• double the size of full-time Si-
erra Club staff working on the cam-
paign from 100 to 200.

Sierra Club Executive Director
Michael Brune thanked Bloomberg
for the grant, calling it a “game
changer” in the fight against coal.

by Jessica Helm, Conservation Chair

Conservation Action

Chapter forms Beyond Coal Committee

In June, the Chapter Executive
Committee voted to work with
the national Sierra Club’s Be-

yond Coal Campaign here in New
York, and in August a new Beyond
Coal Committee was created to
lead the Chapter’s campaign. Frank
Morris and Don Hughes are co-chairs
of the Beyond Coal Committee.

The Beyond Coal Campaign began
in the Midwest to block new coal
plants because of their potential con-
tribution to carbon pollution causing
global warming.  The campaign has
since grown in size, ambition, and
effectiveness and is now working
throughout the country to end the
harmful pollution from mining, burn-
ing, and disposing of coal and its
wastes altogether.

Coal is the leading source of toxic
mercury pollution and dozens of
other pollutants causing nearly a
thousand premature deaths, sending

hundreds of children to the hospital
with asthma, and costing us millions
on our health care bills due to other
respiratory diseases in New York ev-
ery single year.

Recognizing that coal use cannot
be separated from our nation’s dys-
functional dependence on fossil fuel,
the coal campaign merged with the
Sierra Club’s Clean Energy campaign.
Now, Beyond Coal organizers work
around the country with chapters
and local activists to shift energy use
to sustainable sources.

Only about 4% of New York’s en-
ergy comes from coal-burning power
plants in our state, but another 6% of
our energy is imported, and much of
that comes from dirty coal plants in
neighboring states.  In contrast, natu-
ral gas and oil each generate one-
third of our energy.  This dependence
on imported “coal by wire” and on a
diversity of fossil fuels means that

our Beyond Coal Campaign must fo-
cus first and foremost on reducing
demand for all fossil fuels.

“Negawatts”—the power never
supplied—is the most efficient form
of power available. Efficiency and
conservation have long been our
Chapter’s preferred energy solution,
and efficiency will be the first prior-
ity of the Beyond Coal Committee.

While great gains can be made
with efficiency alone, new sources of
renewable energy will also be needed
in our sustainable energy future, and
the committee will be looking at
ways to advance the best options for
renewable energy.

The committee will also be work-
ing to shut down existing coal use in
New York by focusing on individual
coal plants that are a burden to their
communities.

To get involved, contact Frank Mor-
ris (fm@ecologicadvisors.us).

I f you want to stop hydrofracking
in New York, this is your opportu-
nity to make a difference. Please

take the time to comment on the
draft Supplemental Generic Environ-
mental Impact Statement (dSGEIS)
on high volume horizontal hydraulic
fracturing. Every letter helps. Com-
ments will be accepted until Decem-
ber 12.

Read the dSGEIS on horizontal
hydrofracking at: http://www.dec
.ny.gov/energy/75370.html

Submit comments in two ways:
 Use the DEC webform: http://

www.dec.ny.gov/energy/76838.html
Mail hard copy: Paper submission

mailed or delivered to:  Attn: dSGEIS
Comments, NYS DEC, 625 Broadway,
Albany, NY 12233-6510

Please consider these central
themes in your comments:

• dSGEIS contains no compre-
hensive analysis of cumulative
impacts.

DEC needs to conduct full build-
out modeling to understand the im-
pact of the thousands of projected
wells on our air, water, ecosystems
and communities.  The sole focus
from DEC, at this point, has been on
the impact of the individual well pad.

• dSGEIS contains no public
health risk assessments.  DEC
must project the number of illnesses
and deaths anticipated by drilling
activity and commit to studying the
health effects from drilling’s unavoid-
able exposure pathways.

• The ban on fracking in NYC
and Syracuse watersheds is a dec-
laration of unacceptable risk. The
dSGEIS provides no clear scientific

rationale why one unfiltered water
source deserves more protection
than another.  Protection of water
resources should be held to one con-
sistent standard.

• DEC proposes to permit
drilling before regulations are in
place. SEQRA was designed to iden-
tify and mitigate environmental im-
pact—not serve as a regulatory pro-
gram.  Drilling without regulations in
place will insulate the DEC from law-
suits if they choose to make excep-
tions or bend the rules at the drill site.

• DEC learned little from Pa.
DEC did not report on the number of
violations and contamination in-
stances—look at air quality data, for-
est fragmentation studies or public
health issues in the Pa. study, which
amount to five scant pages (section 10).

• DEC does not address staff-
ing or resources. The best regula-
tions in the world are worth nothing
if they can’t be enforced.

• DEC still refuses to study im-
pacts of pipelines and compres-
sor stations. Natural gas develop-
ment cannot happen without the
construction of a supporting delivery
and pressurization infrastructure that,
in some cases, has worse long-term
air emissions than the gas wells
themselves.

• DEC will not make new regu-
lations consistent for all drilling.
Vertical oil and gas wells using less
than 300,000 gallons of water will
remain grandfathered under outdated
permitting conditions and will be
allowed to use inferior casing stan-
dards, open waste pits, and a regula-
tory framework that dates back to

the 1970s. Demand that all oil and
gas activity should fall under one set
of rules.

• Disposal of fracking waste in
municipal waste water treatment
facilities should be banned. The
dSGEIS fails to illustrate the sheer
lack of capacity NYS has for the dis-
posal of the anticipated millions of
gallons of drilling waste.  Instead of
banning disposal in our already
crumbling municipal infrastructure,
the DEC sets parameters that in most
situations cannot be met by the
plant. Set-ting up the possibility of dis-
posal when the risks of failure and
lack of enforcement are so great is unac-
ceptable.

•Local ordinances and land-
use laws should come before
drilling. The dSGEIS can clarify once
and for all that municipalities have
the right to enforce land-use ordi-
nances, such as zoning, over oil and
gas interests. Instead, the DEC says
that it will require that a gas well
certify it complies with local land-
use laws, but will issue a drilling per-
mit if a conflict cannot be resolved.

• Hazardous chemicals in
fracking solutions should be
banned. DEC has the power to pro-
hibit dangerous chemicals from the
drilling process but has yet to do so.
DEC should also revisit its hazardous
waste regulations. Current regula-
tions state that no matter what the
chemical make-up, drilling wastes can
never be considered hazardous. This
loophole should be closed.

For more analysis of the dSGEIS,
please visit: http://tinyurl.com/
2011SGEISFlaws

Roger Downs

What you can do about fracking:
Set DEC straight on these points

Bloomberg backs
Beyond Coal with
$50 million grant
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Climate activists turn up the heat on the White House

Support chapter’s work in NYS

We need your help to fight fracking, maintain the Chapter’s other
critical conservation efforts and continue print publication of the
Sierra Atlantic. Your membership dues primarily support the

Club’s national priorities. Your additional support is needed to strengthen
the Chapter’s work in the state Legislature and throughout the state.

Please use the coupon below to send us your donation. Contributions
and dues to the Sierra Club are not tax deductible; they support our ef-
fective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying efforts. Thank you.

Yes, I want to help the Atlantic Chapter preserve and protect
the environment of New York state. I am enclosing my gift of:

❑ $500     ❑ $250     ❑ $100     ❑ $60     ❑ $35     ❑ Other $______

❑ Check made payable to Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter is enclosed.

❑ I’d like to make a single payment by credit card.

❑ I'd like to become a sustainer with a $____ monthly or

$____ quarterly credit card donation.

Bill to:  ❑ Mastercard     ❑ Visa

Acct. no.________________________________ Exp. date____________

Signature____________________________________________________

Name_______________________________________________________

Sierra Club membership no.____________________________________

Street_______________________________________________________

City__________________________________  State ______ZIP________

Mail this completed form with your check or
credit card information to:

Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter, PO Box 886, Syosset, NY 11791-0886
A copy of our latest financial report can be obtained by writing to Sierra Club

Atlantic Chapter, PO Box 886, Syosset, NY 11791-0886, or the NYS Attorney General,
Dept. of Law, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.

Pipeline.
“• Canadian activists by the hun-

dreds are risking arrest on Parliament
Hill in Ottawa, and brave protesters
are trying to block shipments of
heavy equipment to Alberta from
Idaho and Montana—these are re-
markable signs of continent-wide
protest.

“• And on the not-so-good-side:
huge wildfires driven by the worst
drought in Texas’ history have de-
stroyed towns and killed good
people; the biggest rainfalls ever re-
corded have done similar damage in
New Jersey, New York, and Vermont.

Needed: creativity and bodies
“So—there’s real momentum for

action, and real need. We have less
than 90 days to convince the presi-
dent not to approve the pipeline. So
here’s the thing: we need your help
again. We need you to keep using
your creativity and bodies as a part
of this struggle—to fight this fight
even though there’s no guarantee of
victory.

“Here’s the plan, in three stages:
(1) Most important of all: On Sun-

day, November 6, we will return to
Washington. Exactly one year before
the election, we want to encircle the
whole White House in an act of sol-
emn protest. We need to remind
President Obama of the power of the
movement that he rode to the White
House in 2008. This issue is much
bigger than any individual person,
president or not, and that we will
carry on, with or without him.

“We’re not certain this is the right

plan. We don’t know if there are the
thousands of people that it will take
to encircle the White House—we’ve
never tried something this ambitious
before. And we worry that it’s too
earnest and idealistic—that maybe
we should be going back to jail. But
unlike last time, this time we’re
working from a position of strength,
and we can firmly but peacefully
remind the president that we were
the real power behind his campaign.

We’re not expecting any arrests at
this action, but we are expecting to
send an unmistakable, unavoidable
message.

To join the action on the 6th, sign
up at http://www.tarsandsaction
.org/sign-up.

“(2) But we have to start building
momentum now with action in our
communities.  …Starting on October
8, we’ll begin a rolling series of ac-
tions at key Obama campaign offices
around the country. We want these to
be a bit bigger and more serious than
what’s come before, so we’ll be doing
training and providing materials to
folks in those communities. We need
to make sure that the message gets
through to headquarters that people
remember the promises from the
2008 campaign and want them kept.

“(3) We need to keep showing up
at the president’s public appear-
ances—just like what’s already been
happening on campus after campus,
town after town. (We especially like
the chant that goes: “Yes We Can...
Stop the Pipeline.”). Our organizing
team is tracking the president’s every
appearance to look for opportunities
to act. If the president is coming to
your neighborhood, we need you to
get his attention. (We’ll help you do that).

“We’ve already shown we have
the courage and the fortitude for
civil disobedience. Now we need to
mix it up and show a different side
of the campaign. Many of us were
sincerely moved by Barack Obama’s
campaign for president. We’re not yet
ready to concede that his promises
were simply the empty talk of politi-
cians. We’re not going to be cynics
until we absolutely have no choice.

“It will be a beautiful and brave
sight, the White House enclosed by
the kind of people that put President
Obama there. Since he’s said he’ll
make up his mind by the end of the
year, now’s the time. We know it’s
hard to get to Washington, but if you
can: this is the moment.”

The call to followup action is
signed by: Tim DeChristopher, in-
mate, Federal Correctional Institu-
tion, Herlong, California (see page 7);
Tom Goldtooth, Indigenous Environ-
mental Network; Courtney Hight
and Maura Cowley; Energy Action
Coalition; Jane Kleeb, Bold Nebraska;
Bill McKibben, tarsandsaction.org;
Gus Speth, former chair, President’s
Council on Environmental Quality;
Becky Tarbotton, Rainforest Action
Network; and Lennox Yearwood, Hip
Hop Caucus.

continued from page 1

Group Chairs
Finger Lakes  Kate Bartholomew, 607-228-7371, kbarthol@wgcsd.org

Hudson-Mohawk  Virginia Boyle Traver, 518-322-0950,
virginiabt28@hotmail.com

Iroquois  Martha Loew, 315-492-4745, mloew@twcny.rr.com

Long Island  Mark Kinnucan, 631-424-1889, kinnucan@patriot.net

Lower Hudson  George Klein, 914-941-2505,  lowerhudson@gmail.com

Mid-Hudson Joanne Steele, 845-338-0300, sierraclubjoanne@gmail.com

Niagara  Bob Ciesielski, 716-634-3394, rmciesie@yahoo.com

New York City   Ken Baer, 718-638-3533, hungryhiker@aol.com

Ramapo-Catskill  Stanley Mayer, 845-342-3997, mayerstanley@hotmail.com

Rochester Linda Isaacson Fedele, 585-425-7735, lci_msw@hotmail.com

Susquehanna  Julian Shepherd, 607-722-9327, jshepher@binghamton.edu
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I’m a patriot, jailed activist DeChristopher tells judge at sentencing

-800

Editor’s Note:  Activist Tim
DeChristopher has been sentenced to
2 years in federal prison and fined
$10,000 after he was convicted on
two felony counts for making a fake
bid at a government oil and gas auc-
tion. He bid for 14 parcels of land that
Bill McKibben has described as “gor-
geous.” The auction was later ruled
illegal by a federal judge. Here are
excerpts from DeChristopher’s com-
pelling statement to the court before
sentencing:

Thank you for the opportunity to
speak before the court.
...I agree with the founding fa-

thers that juries should be the con-
science of the community and a de-
fense against legislative tyranny...

I have also made public statements
about the value of civil disobedience
in bringing the rule of law closer to
our shared sense of justice. In fact, I
have openly and explicitly called for
nonviolent civil disobedience against
mountaintop removal coal mining in
my home state of West Virginia.

Mountaintop removal is itself an
illegal activity, which has always been
in violation of the Clean Water Act,
and it is an illegal activity that kills
people.  A West Virginia state investi-
gation found that Massey Energy had
been cited with 62,923 violations of
the law in the ten years preceding the
disaster that killed 29 people last year.
The investigation also revealed that
Massey paid for almost none of those
violations because the company pro-
vided millions of dollars worth of
campaign contributions that elected
most of the appeals court judges in
the state.

When I was growing up in West
Virginia, my mother was one of many
who pursued every legal avenue for
making the coal industry follow the
law...to no avail. I actually have great
respect for the rule of law, because I
see what happens when it doesn’t
exist, as is the case with the fossil fuel
industry.... When a corrupted govern-
ment is no longer willing to uphold
the rule of law, I advocate that citi-
zens step up to that responsibility.

This is really the heart of what this
case is about. The rule of law is de-
pendent upon a government that is
willing to abide by the law. Disrespect
for the rule of law begins when the
government believes itself and its
corporate sponsors to be above the law.

Mr. Huber [prosecuting U.S. attor-
ney] claims that the seriousness of
my offense was that I “obstructed
lawful government proceedings.” But
the auction in question was not a
lawful proceeding. I know you’ve
heard another case about some of the
irregularities for which the auction
was overturned.

But that case did not involve the
BLM’s blatant violation of Secretarial
Order 3226, which...required the BLM
to weigh the impacts on climate
change for all its major decisions, par-
ticularly resource development.  A
federal judge in Montana ruled last
year that the BLM was in constant
violation of this law throughout the
Bush administration.  ...no apologist
for the government or the BLM has
ever even tried to claim that the BLM

followed this law...
This law was put into effect to

mitigate the impacts of catastrophic
climate change and defend a livable
future on this planet. This law was
about protecting the survival of
young generations. That’s...a very big
deal to me. If the government is going
to refuse to step up to that responsi-
bility to defend a livable future, I be-
lieve that creates a moral imperative
for me and other citizens. My future,
and the future of everyone I care
about, is being traded for short-term
profits. I take that very personally.
Until our leaders take seriously their
responsibility to pass on a healthy and
just world to the next generation, I will
continue this fight.

The government [claims] there
were legal alternatives to standing in
the way of this auction. Particularly, I
could have filed a written protest...
The government does not mention,
however, that...it had become com-
mon practice for the BLM to take vol-
unteers from the oil and gas industry
to process those permits. The oil in-
dustry was paying people specifically
to volunteer for the industry that was
supposed to be regulating it, and it
was to those industry staff that I
would have been appealing.

Moreover, this auction [came] just
three months after The New York
Times reported on a major scandal
involving Department of the Interior
regulators who were taking bribes of
sex and drugs from the oil companies
that they were supposed to be regu-
lating. In 2008, this was the condition
of the rule of law, for which Mr.
Huber says I lacked respect. Just as
the legal avenues which people in
West Virginia have been pursuing for
30 years, the legal avenues in this case
were constructed precisely to protect
the corporations who control the
government.

The reality is not that I lack respect
for the law; it’s that I have greater
respect for justice. Where there is a
conflict between the law and the
higher moral code that we all share,
my loyalty is to that higher moral
code. Mr. Huber...wrote that “The rule
of law is the bedrock of our civilized
society, not acts of ‘civil disobedience’
committed in the name of the cause
of the day.”  That’s an especially ironic
statement when he is representing
the U.S. of America, a place where the
rule of law was created through acts
of civil disobedience.

The authority of the government

exists to the degree that the rule of
law reflects the higher moral code of
the citizens, and throughout American
history, it has been civil disobedience
that has bound them together.

...The government’s...concern is
not the danger that I present, but the
danger presented by my ideas and
words that might lead others to
action....The things that I’ve been
publicly saying may indeed be threat-
ening to that power structure.

...[I have been speaking] about
empowerment [and] about recogniz-
ing our interconnectedness rather
than viewing ourselves as isolated
individuals. ...Alienation is perhaps
the most effective tool of control in
America, and every reminder of our
real connectedness weakens that tool.

But the sentencing guidelines
don’t mention the need to protect
corporations or politicians... The
guidelines say “protect the public.”
The question is whether the public is
helped or harmed by my actions. The
easiest way to answer that question is
with the direct impacts of my action.
As the oil executive stated in his testi-
mony, the parcels I didn’t bid on aver-
aged $12 per acre, but the ones I did
bid on averaged $125. ...The industry
admits very openly that they were
getting those parcels for an order of
magnitude less than what they were
worth....

Most of the parcels I won were
later deemed inappropriate for drill-
ing. In other words, the highest and
best value to the public for those par-
ticular lands was not for oil and gas
drilling. Had the auction gone off
without a hitch, it would have been a
loss for the public. The fact that the
auction was delayed, extra attention
was brought to the process, and the
parcels were ultimately revoked was
a good thing for the public.

...Civil disobedience is inherently
an attempt at change. Those in
power...always see civil disobedience
as a bad thing. The decision you are
making today, your honor, is what
segment of the public you are meant
to protect. ...the majority of the pub-
lic is exploited by the status quo far
more than they are benefited by it.
The young are the most obvious
group who is exploited and con-
demned to an ugly future by letting
the fossil fuel industry call the shots.
There is an overwhelming amount of
scientific research...that reveals the
catastrophic consequences which the
young will have to deal with over the

coming decades.
But just as real is the exploitation

of the communities where fossil fuels
are extracted.  ...the exploitation of
fossil fuels has always gone hand in
hand with the exploitation of local
people. In West Virginia, we’ve been
extracting coal longer than anyone
else.  And after 150 years of making
other people rich, West Virginia is
almost dead last among the states in
per capita income, education rates
and life expectancy.

And it’s not an anomaly. The areas
with the richest fossil fuel resources,
whether coal in West Virginia and
Kentucky, or oil in Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi, are the areas with the lowest
standards of living. In part, this is a
necessity of the industry. The only
way to convince someone to blow
up their backyard or poison their
water is to make sure they are so
desperate that they have no other
option. But it is also the nature of the
economic model. Since fossil fuels
are a limited resource, whoever con-
trols access to that resource in the

continued on page 11

Those who are inspired to follow my

actions understand that we are on a

path toward catastrophic climate

change. They know their future, and

the future of their loved ones, is on

the line.  And they know we are

running out of time to turn things

around. The closer we get to that

point where it’s too late, the less

people have to lose by fighting back. Tim DeChristopher
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Grousing about the woodland terrorists

Wheel of Seasons
by Rick Marsi

Group Roundup

continued from page 12

Susquehanna

I t happened again just last week. I
got bushwhacked by another
ruffed grouse. Darned bird nearly

scared me to death; took two, maybe
three, years off my life.

I wasn’t doing much, either—just
snapping twigs for kindling behind
the house—when all of a sudden this
land-to-air missile explodes from out
of nowhere, roars by my nose at 90
miles an hour and leaves me stand-
ing there with my mouth flapping
up and down but no words coming
out.

Not very nice. I still get shaky
when my doctor makes me talk
about it.  “Verbalize,” he says.  “You’ve
got to verbalize the experience or
you won’t get better.”

So I’m verbalizing, and I do feel a
little bit better. But why do grouse
have to do that? Why do they feel
obliged to lie in ambush and then
erupt in someone’s face? Why can’t
they just sit in the trees and watch
what’s going on, or take a nap and
crack an eyelid every 20 minutes to
see how things are progressing?

The doc claims they tried that
once in the 1600s. It didn’t work out.

In those days, he says,  America
was a wilderness, and ruffed grouse
were very tame. People didn’t
frighten them. There were Indian
tribes about, but not many, and they
didn’t carry shotguns.

The grouse population, as a conse-

quence, appeared pretty darned
friendly when the first European
settlers began showing up along the
eastern seaboard. In fact, grouse
would sit on tree branches when

these people approached and not fly
away.

“Look, here come some settlers,”
the grouse would say, and just sit there.

The settlers then bonked them

voted for their favorite cause (farm and food, zero waste, etc.) proved to be an
excellent conversation generator, particularly at the Binghamton elementary
school Earth Fest location.

We collaborated with the local public broadcasting station in a community
showing of the John Muir documentary made by PBS.  This was another out-
reach event held at the Downtown Binghamton University Center.

Our field trips were, for the most part, explorations of local preserves, edu-
cational centers and, twice, in field animal tracking (winter and late spring) at
nearby Chenango Valley State Park.

FISKE HANSON

HUDSON-MOHAWK

Per Moberg, Adirondacks champion, passes away
Per Moberg, 91, has passed away after decades of service to the Chapter,

most notably as a champion of the Adirondacks. He established Chapter com-
mittees instrumental in creating the Adirondack Park Agency. He appeared on
the speaking platform on the first Earth Day, 1970, with Henry Diamond, the
first commissioner of the newly formed NYS Dept. of Environmental Conser-
vation (DEC). As a result of the acquaintance struck up that day, Per joined the
DEC. In 1990, the Chapter presented him with the Bob Marshall Award.

with sticks and popped them in
crock pots.

To the credit of ruffed grouse, rela-
tives of the bonkees quickly realized
that meaningful dialogue with hu-
mans was ill-advised.  After only a
few generations, grouse in populated
areas became extremely wary. Not
only that, they began devising escape
strategies that would turn more than
one great white hunter into a blob of
jangled nerve endings.

These strategies have been col-
lected under the title Diversionary
Tactics for Ruffed Grouse in Combat
Zones. They’ve become required
reading for every grouse in the sum-
mer of its first year.

Tactic No. 42 is the one that gets
me. The complete text follows:

“Tactic No. 42
– Surprise. Human approaches on

path flanked by white birch and
trembling aspen. Grouse hunkers
motionless in leaves by the side of
said path. Bird’s mottled plumage of
buff, gray and brown provides it with
perfect camouflage.

“When human approaches to
within 3 feet, grouse erupts with a
great thundering of wings. Flight
path carries it within 6 inches of
human’s nose. Human gasps.

“Noise, violent swirling of dry
leaves and confusion ensue. Human
turns a sickly off-white. Grouse disap-
pears behind trunk of large aspen
within .89 seconds. Human begins
ranting incoherently about property
taxes and tuition credits.”

Now I like grouse, but is that any
way to treat an innocent kindling
picker? I don’t even own a crock pot.

Naturalist Rick Marsi, a member of the
Susquehanna Group, is a journalist,
public speaker and leader of eco-tours.
His book of favorite nature columns is
Wheel of Seasons, available at
www.rickmarsi.com.  ©2011 Rick Marsi

New York State Attorney General
Eric Schneiderman has won a
federal ruling in ongoing ef-

forts to improve Indian Point’s acci-
dent preparedness.

The Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board issued a decision, agreeing
with New York that Indian Point,
located near Peekskill, cannot be
relicensed without completing the
legally-required analyses of its severe
accident mitigation measures. The
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) must require Indian Point’s
owner, Entergy, to either adopt cost-
effective upgrades that would improve
responses and control the impact of
a severe accident, or provide a com-
pelling reason why it will not do so.

“Severe accidents cannot be
treated as impossibilities, and this
critical ruling confirms that Indian
Point must follow regulations to pro-
tect the public and control the ef-
fects of a potentially severe nuclear
accident,” Attorney General
Schneiderman said. “We will not per-
mit the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion and Entergy to procrastinate or
limit the relicensing review... .”

As part of the relicensing proceed-
ing, nuclear power plants are re-
quired to identify the environmental
impacts that could be caused by a

severe accident and provide analyses
of upgrades that could protect the
public if one were to occur.

The measures include improve-
ments in equipment, training or pro-
cedures. In its environmental review,
Entergy identified 20 such measures
at Indian Point Units 2 and 3, includ-
ing flood protection and auxiliary
power improvements.

However, the NRC did not require
Entergy to complete analyses of
those measures, or to require that
the measures be adopted, thereby
violating NRC’s own regulations, as
well as those of two laws. Despite an
obligation to conduct a full review,
both Entergy and the NRC sought to
limit the severe accident analyses to
a narrow set of components.

The ruling marks the first success-
ful motion of its kind filed by an in-
tervenor in such a proceeding. It is
the attorney general’s latest success
raising such issues. Earlier, the NRC
accepted New York’s petition for fire
safety enforcement at Indian Point.

In February, Schneiderman sued
the NRC for authorizing the storage
of radioactive waste at nuclear
power facilities for at least 60 years
after they close—without first con-
ducting the necessary environmen-
tal, public health and safety studies.

A.G. wins federal ruling on Indian Point
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Our early 21st century civiliza-
tion is in trouble. We need not
go beyond the world food

economy to see this. Over the last
few decades we have created a food
production bubble—one based on
environmental trends that cannot be
sustained, including overpumping
aquifers, overplowing land, and over-
loading the atmosphere with carbon
dioxide,” notes Lester Brown, presi-
dent of the Earth Policy Institute, a
Washington, D.C.-based environmen-
tal research organization.

“If we cannot reverse these
trends, economic decline is inevi-
table,” Brown says. “No civilization
has survived the ongoing destruction
of its natural support systems. Nor
will ours.

“The archeological records of ear-
lier civilizations indicate that more
often than not it was food shortages
that led to their downfall. Food ap-
pears to be the weak link for our
global civilization as well. And unlike
the recent U.S. housing bubble, the
food bubble is global.

“The question is not whether the
food bubble will burst, but when,”
Brown says. While the U.S. housing
bubble was created by the overex-
tension of credit, the food bubble is
based on the overuse of land and
water resources. It is further threat-
ened by the climate stresses deriving
from the excessive burning of fossil
fuels.

When the U.S. housing bubble
burst, it sent shock waves through
the world economy, culminating in
the worst recession since the Great
Depression. When the food bubble
bursts, food prices will soar world-
wide, threatening economic and po-
litical stability everywhere. For those
living on the lower rungs of the glo-
bal economic ladder, survival itself
could be at stake.

The danger signs are everywhere.
In the summer of 2010, record high
temperatures scorched Moscow
from late June through mid-August.
Western Russia was so hot and dry in
early August that 300 to 400 new
fires were starting every day.

“The average temperature in Mos-
cow for July was a scarcely believ-
able 14 degrees Fahrenheit above the
norm. Watching the heat wave play
out over the seven-week period on
the TV evening news, with the thou-
sands of fires and smoke everywhere,
was like watching a horror film. Over
56,000 people died in the extreme
heat. Russia’s 140 million people
were in shock, traumatized by what
was happening to them and their
country,” Brown says in World on the
Edge, his most recent book.

The record heat shrank Russia’s
grain harvest from roughly 100 mil-

lion tons to 60 million tons. This 40-
percent drop and the associated
grain export ban helped drive world
wheat prices up 60 percent in two
months, raising bread prices world-
wide.

Crop ecologists estimate that for
each 1 degree Celsius rise in tem-
perature above the norm during the
growing season, grain yields decline
by roughly 10 percent. In parts of
Western Russia, the spring wheat
crop was totally destroyed by the
crop-withering heat and drought. As
the Earth’s temperature rises, the
likelihood of more numerous, more
intense heat waves increases.

“How much time do we have be-
fore the food bubble bursts?” Brown
asks. “No one knows. If we stay with
business as usual, the time is more
likely measured in years than in de-
cades. We are now so close to the
edge that politically destabilizing
food price rises could come at any
time.”

For example, Brown notes that if
the 2010 heat wave centered in Mos-
cow had instead been centered in
Chicago, it could easily have reduced
the U.S. grain harvest of 400 million
tons by 40 percent, or 160 million
tons. World carryover stocks of grain
for 2011—the amount remaining in
the bin when the new harvest be-
gins—would have dropped to an all-
time low of 52 days of consumption,
well below the 62-day carryover that
set the stage for the tripling of world
grain prices in 2007-08.

“In short,” Brown says, “if the July

temperature in Chicago were to aver-
age 14 degrees above the norm, as it
did in Moscow, there would be chaos
in world grain markets.” Grain prices
would quickly climb off the chart.
Food prices would soar worldwide.
Many grain-exporting countries, try-
ing to hold down domestic food
prices, would restrict or even ban
exports, as they did in 2007-08.

Oil-exporting countries would try
to barter oil for grain. Low-income
grain importers would lose out. In-
stead of being dominated by scenes
of smoke and fire in Moscow, the TV
evening news would run live footage
of food riots in low-income grain-
importing countries and carry re-
ports of spreading hunger, falling
governments, and failing states. With
governments collapsing and with
confidence in the world grain market
shattered, the global economy could
start to unravel.

Rising temperatures are not the
only threat to world food security. So
too is the depletion of aquifers from
overpumping for irrigation. In Saudi
Arabia, grain production is collapsing
as aquifer depletion has reduced its
wheat harvest by two--thirds in three
years. It is not alone. The Middle East
is the first geographic region where
the grain harvest has started to
shrink as aquifers are depleted and
as irrigation wells go dry.

On a far larger scale, a World Bank
study indicates that 175 million
people in India are being fed with
grain produced by overpumping. For
China, the equivalent figure is 130
million people. Countries can
overpump in the short run, but not
over the long run.

And there are signs that a combi-
nation of trends, including aquifer
depletion and the paving of millions
of acres of cropland for new cars, is
about to force China to import mas-
sive quantities of grain, much as it
already does for soybeans. When this
happens, China will necessarily turn
to the United States, which is far and

When will the food bubble burst?

away the world’s largest grain ex-
porter. For American consumers, for
whom food security has never been a
major issue, the prospect of compet-
ing for the U.S. grain harvest with 1.4
billion Chinese consumers with fast-
rising incomes is a nightmare sce-
nario.

“The new reality,” Brown says, “is
that the world is only one poor har-
vest away from chaos. It is time to
redefine security. The principal
threats to our future are no longer
armed aggression but instead climate
change, population growth, water
shortages, spreading hunger, and fail-
ing states.

“What we now need is a mobiliza-
tion to reverse these trends on the
scale and urgency of the U.S. mobili-
zation for World War II. The challenge
is to quickly reduce carbon emis-
sions, stabilize population, and re-
store the economy’s soils, aquifers,
forests, and other natural support
systems. This requires not only a rede-
fining of security but a correspond-
ing reallocation of fiscal resources
from military budgets to budgets for
climate stabilization, population stabi-
lization, water conservation, and
other new threats to security.”

For decades, environmentalists
have talked about saving the planet.
Now it is civilization itself that is at
stake, Brown says.

Lester Brown, a Sierran, is founder of the
Earth Policy Institute and author or co-
author of 50 books.

When the U.S. housing

bubble burst, it sent

shockwaves through the

world economy,

culminating in the worst

recession since the Great

Depression. When the

food bubble bursts, food

prices will soar

worldwide, threatening

economic and political

stability everywhere.
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Candidates for at-large seats to the Chapter Executive Committee
Following are the unedited state-

ments, in random order, received
from candidates for at-large seats to
the Chapter’s Executive Committee.
See ballot on page 12.

Arthur Kuypers
My name is Arthur Kuypers. Raised

and educated in the Netherlands, I
have three children and live in
Brooklyn, NY. I have retired from a
20-year career in banking and now
devote myself to family life.

I have been actively involved with
the Chapter since 2010. In that year, I
attended a hydrofracking lobby day
and understood the importance of
community and citizen participation
in the legislative process. Subse-
quently, I have served on the
Hydrofracking Task Force, the Legisla-
tive Committee and the Spectra Pipe-
line Task Force. I currently hold the
position of Chapter Conservation
Vice Chair, am on the Chapter “Be-
yond Coal Campaign” Committee
and participate in the Chapter’s
Green Jobs, Green NY and Water Sen-
tinels programs.

I believe that energy politics drive
environmental policy and often lead
to questionable legislation. The as-
sumption that there are no costs as-
sociated with environmental dam-
ages contributes to the poor quality
of political decisions.  In reality, the
cost of the resulting environmental
damage — such as clean up costs,
loss of livelihood, health care costs,
infrastructure damages, litigation
costs — are all disproportionally
born by the community. Consider
hydrofrackers that avoid the cost of
processing their dangerous waste
products, and hereby cause immea-
surable damage to communities and
the environment.  The end result;
seemingly cheap gas.

Growing up in the Netherlands, a
country that gave land back to the
sea when wetland flora and fauna
diversity declined, I have experi-
enced first hand how common
wellbeing can be increased by recog-
nizing environmental costs. I seek a
position on the Chapter ExCom to
work with its members to realize
improved energy and environmental
policies.

Jim Lane
I joined the Sierra Club in 1981.

The main thing I’ve learned in thirty
years is that good intentions are not
enough. Being right is not enough.
Even though more people care about
the environment, and scientists can
tell us much more about issues like
global warming, humans are now
damaging the planet more than ever
before. The Sierra Club’s role is to
bridge that gap by educating the
public and mobilizing volunteers to
take effective action.

Within the Club, the ExCom’s role
is to keep the organizational machin-
ery running so that the important
work can proceed. How are we do-
ing? Our meetings could be more
efficient, but overall we’ve done well.
We’ve won several battles despite
our constraints of money and volun-
teer time.

I first became active in the Club in
1988. As a member of the New York
City Group ExCom, I worked on
keeping nuclear weapons out of
New York harbor. Since then I’ve also
served at various times as Group
Chair and Group Secretary of the
NYC Group. At the Atlantic Chapter,
I’ve been Chapter Secretary, Chapter
Bylaws Committee Chair, Political
Compliance Officer, and a member of
the ExCom and the Steering Commit-
tee,. Other environmental issues I’ve
worked on include population, inter-
national trade, lead paint poisoning,
and protecting the Hudson River and
its waterfront.

As an attorney in private practice,
I’ve provided legal advice and pro
bono representation in court for the
Club and other environmentalists.†
You can reach me at
JimLane@americamail.com.

Diane Buxbaum
Global warming is the worst crisis:
Like the Arab Spring, the U.S. Sum-

mer has heightened our awareness: I
am personally committed to reduc-
ing our addiction to fossil fuels, sup-
port sustainable forms of energy, and
I ask for your support of my candi-
dacy for Atlantic Chapter delegate.

Through public education meet-
ings, support of Sierra Club cam-
paigns, and activist campaigns with
other environmental organizations I
will work towards: (

␣ Creating a culture of sustainable
living:␣

Reduce levels of consumption of
natural resources, protect ecologi-
cally significant habitats and preserve
all species.

␣ Creating a sustainable New York:␣
Promote energy-efficient construc-

tion and rehabilitation, and green and
white roofs. Protect our forests and
natural areas, restore wetlands, pro-
hibit shoreline development. Pro-
mote wind (where appropriate) and
solar energy installations.

Public Education:
Publicizing how excessive popula-

tion and consumption impacts global
climate change, species and habitat
loss, sprawl, and degradation of the
human condition. We must work
with other environmental organiza-
tions on population and environmen-
tal impacts.

Club activities: NYC Conservation
Chair, member: City ExCom, Chapter
ExCom, and Population Committee
Co-Chair; currently Chair, Gowanus
Canal Committee, member state Glo-
bal Climate Change Task Force, Office
& Personnel Committee; past volun-
teer, Central Park Zoo and American
Museum of Natural History.

Education: Doctoral studies field
ecology, Fordham; MPH Columbia
University; Masters Environmental
Health Science, Hunter College; BA
Zoology, UCLA.

Employment: EPA 1982 present,
Environmental Scientist, ␣ risk assess-
ment, enforcement, compliance
assistance,EPA Gold, Silver Medal
recipient; Fred Hart Inc., Environmen-
tal Consultants; Hunter College, Assis-
tant Professor, Environmental Health
Science.␣

␣ We must act. Inaction is not an

option!

Erin Heaton
Armonk, NY
I became involved with the Lower

Hudson Chapter upon learning of
their lobbying work regarding un-
conventional shale gas drilling and
hydraulic fracturing (fracking), am
on the Atlantic Chapter’s Gas Drilling
Task Force and am a co-founder of
Chenango Community Action for
Renewable Energy (C-CARE). C-CARE
raises awareness of the negative im-
pacts associated with fracking and
motivates local communities to par-
ticipate in protecting their clean wa-
ter and air while pushing for the nec-
essary shift to alternative energy. We
believe the long-term economic well
being of Chenango County, in the
center of the Marcellus Shale region,
is based on the protection of our
environment and the development
of renewable energy, sustainable agri-
cultural practices and recreational
enterprise.

Professionally I am a school librar-
ian in Westchester County and
served four terms on the board of
the Hudson Valley Library Associa-
tion as both President and Treasurer.
I strive to instill a passion for inquiry
and research in my students as well
as an understanding of sustainability
and our interdependence on one
another and the planet.† Children
and adults alike naturally wish to
problem-solve and to feel empow-
ered that their voice counts.† I am
interested in working with the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Atlantic

Chapter to positively engage a
greater number of New Yorkers on
the issue of fracking, expand mem-
bership and lend a louder voice to
the call for the Sierra Club to truly
support an alternative energy future,
one without nuclear and fossil fuels,
particularly natural gas, as a bridge.

Art Klein
My life prepared me for nearly any

Sierra Club mission.
I am the Vice-Chairman of the

Niagara Group Executive Committee
and Delegate to the Atlantic Chapter.
I can use my dedication and experi-
ence more effectively as an At-large-
Delegate. I would like to broaden the
geographic base of the Chapter to
include Western New York.

I grew up intimate to nature in
farm country north of Buffalo.

I learned of our declining bounty
in 1949 when I worked a commer-
cial fish boat and the crew pointed at
the ten boxes of fish we filled each
day. Before the war, they assured me,
thirty or more boxes were common.

Later, a seaman, I worked the St
Lawrence Seaway and learned the
consequences of poorly planned
projects. We traded marginal eco-
nomic benefit for increased invasive
species in the Great Lakes. Afterward,
I worked all the Great Lakes and wit-
nessed scummy, oil-slicked waters
that were accepted as the price of
progress.

A waterways investigator in the
Corps of Engineers from 1973 to
1990, I had a direct role in the pres-

ervation and restoration of water
quality and habitat in freshwater
habitats, especially wetlands.

I am a long time bicycle advocate
and active in outdoor recreation as
an active member of the Adirondack
Mountain Club, Niagara Chapter, for
over 20 years. I serve on the DEC
Open Space Committee.

My current Sierra involvement
includes nuclear and toxic waste
climate and energy, open space con-
servation, forest and park policies,
and transportation.

Frank Morris
It’s been a privilege to serve on

the executive committee of the At-
lantic Chapter for the last several
years.  As Chairperson of Long Island
Sierra Club and Vice Chairperson of
NYC Sierra Club, I’ve helped to raise
over $30,000 for Sierra Club activites
through special events and the culti-
vation of major donors. I recently ran
for the Board of National Sierra Club,
took a direct stand against gas
Hydrofracking, and received 19,000
votes. With Mayor Bloomberg’s 50
million dollar gift to Sierra Club, I’ll
be working with NYS Sierrans and
allies nationally to shut down coal
power plants. America needs to re-
place coal, gas, oil, and nuke with
energy efficiency, renewable energy,
and energy storage. Email
fm@ecologicadvisors to discuss envi-
ronmental issues, or to share ideas
related to this vote.

Hal Bauer
“As a first term, At Large Chapter

delegate, Hydrofracking member
and Wilderness Chair
(wilds@newyork.sierraclub.org)
from rural New York, I have gained
an understanding of Chapter capaci-
ties to serve a second term.

I operate a small NOFA-NY farm,
and am a long-term member of the
Sierra Club, and national science
associations.  I studied animal/human
behavior in Africa, Europe and
Canada and several US states, return-
ing upstate for research in the 1990s
and to raise 2 children now in uni-
versities.

Increasing women’s rights, educa-
tion, health and reproductive choice
is an essential means to address hu-
man sustainability.  When I entered
my NYC high school in 1960, hu-
mans were 3 billion strong. By the
early 1970s, while studying apes in
Africa, we added another billion.
Later in 1999, working in the West-
ern Finger Lakes/raising my kids, we
reached 6 billion. Now in 2011 we
are 7 billion humans.  All are demand-
ing renewable and nonrenewable
natural resources and goods, causing
carbon-energy-dependent, climate,
political and economic disasters.  We
are raising our atmospheric CO2 to
past 400 ppm, burning ancient car-
bon, formed from ancient sunlight.
Extreme oil drilling led to the BP
Gulf spill of 2010, and the immedi-
ate prospect of extreme
Hydrofracking of NYS and the Tar
Sands Pipeline from Alberta-to-TX,
will be associated with more ex-

continued on page 11
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by Betsy Naselli

I am sharing one of my favorite
things: cashew creme! I think I
may have introduced cashew

creme in this column before, per-
haps in one of my favorite vegan
vodka sauce recipes, or maybe as a
raw dessert topping. Now I am going
hog-wild and sharing a couple of my
newest ways to use cashew creme in
vegan cooking.

Cashew creme can masquerade as
ricotta, whipped cream or quiche
filling, depending on how you season
it and how thick you make it. To
make the basic cashew creme you
will soak two cups of raw cashews at

Newest ways to use cashew creme show its versatility

Elections Com
m

ittee

Sierra Club

Susquehanna Group

PO Box 572

Endicott, NY 13760

If not using
separate
envelope, affix
first-class stam

p
here.

treme societal and climate disrup-
tion. Our schools and universities, as
well as political leaders, continue to
ignore learning and acting to change
this carbon fuel past to a design a
conservation, solar and geothermal
energy future reality that works.
Vote.”

Kate Bartholomew
I doubt anyone would argue with

the assertion that the times we live
in are challenging at many levels and
on diverse fronts – and in such times,
the environment and environmental
policies are often asked to bear an
extraordinary percentage of the cost
associated with shoring up the rest
of the system. It is because of this
fundamental imbalance and injustice
that I find myself running as a candi-
date for a position as Atlantic Chap-
ter Ex Comm Member-at-Large.

It’s true, I’ve only been a Sierra

Club member since 2006, but in that
time I’ve served as the Chair of the
Finger Lakes Group, Ex Comm Group
Delegate and now Co-Chair of the
Atlantic Chapter Gas Drilling Task
Force. I have also served, and con-
tinue to serve, in a number of other
environmental organizations over the
years.

During the period of my Sierra
Club membership, we’ve lived
through two presidents, three gover-
nors, and three DEC Commissioners.
Environmental protections have
thinned, Pennsylvania has been pil-
laged, the tar sands are being eyed as
a viable energy resource, and evi-
dence for accelerating climate
change is mounting. What better time
could I choose to ask for your sup-
port in electing me so I can help the
Atlantic Chapter fulfill its mission to
“explore, enjoy and protect the
planet” – and insist on environmental
justice for all life along the way.

Thank you.

continued from page 10

Candidates’ statements

least 6 to 8 hours (overnight is fine);
drain and rinse; puree in a high-
speed blender or a food processor
with enough water to cover and fa-
cilitate blending (for the thickest
creme) or more water for a thinner
consistency, until very smooth . This
will make about two and a half cups
of thick-ish creme. Store this in the
refrigerator. Now, watch what we can
do!

Ricotta-style Creme
1C of cashew creme (see above)
1 lb. of firm tofu, pressed and

squeezed dry
1T nutritional yeast
1T mellow or chickpea miso

1t onion powder
juice of one lemon
1/2 t sea salt
Place all ingredients in food pro-

cessor and pulse to process until the
consistency of ricotta.

Jalapeno Poppers
(the healthy, vegan way)

about 1/2C of ricotta style cashew
creme (recipe above)

1T chopped fresh rosemary
1T chopped fresh parsley
8 jalapeno peppers, halved,

seeded, rinsed and dried
1/4C non-dairy shredded cheese

(like Daiya)
salt and pepper
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Blend first three ingredients; add salt
and pepper to taste. Fill the prepared
jalapeno halves and place on a
parchment or Silpat lined baking
sheet. Top each half with a sprin-
kling of the shredded cheese. Bake
for about 20 minutes, until the tops
are golden. You don’t want the pep-
per halves to be too soft, they should
still hold their shape when picked up.

Herb and Veggie Tart
Herbed Crust

2C unbleached flour
2/3C non-hydrogenated vegetable

shortening
1T sea salt
about 2T fresh chopped herbs:

Choose a blend of thyme, parsley,
oregano, rosemary, tarragon, basil,
chives, etc.

about 5-7 T of ice water
Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
To make crust: Add salt and herbs

to flour and whisk to combine. With
a pastry blender or two knives, cut
in shortening until the mixture is
coarsely crumbed. Add about five
tablespoons of water, and toss to
blend with a fork until dough holds
together, adding more water as nec-
essary. You need to have a gentle
touch here if you want to avoid a
tough dough. Practice makes perfect
when it comes to pie crust.

Divide dough in two (you will
have an extra to freeze for another
time!) and form into flattened discs
with your (ever so gentle) hands.

Roll out dough on a floured sur-

face until large enough to cover your
pie plate (eight- or nine-inch diam-
eter) with an overlap of an inch or
two all around. (If you have a re-
cycled aluminum pie plate lying
about it is the perfect candidate for
the second pie crust. Just prepare it
as above and slip it into a large
baggie and place in the freezer until
you want to make another tart—or
make two at once. Just be sure to
double the filling ingredients.)

Filling
1 medium zucchini, cut in half

lengthwise and then sliced into half
moons

1 medium shallot, diced small
2 cloves garlic, finely minced
about 1C of diced fresh tomatoes
about 1C of whole cherry toma-

toes (or double the diced if you have
no cherry tomatoes)

1/2C of fresh basil, julienned
1-11/2 C of ricotta-style cashew

creme
To make filling: In a medium-sized

non-stick skillet, saute the zucchini,
shallot and garlic for five to ten min-
utes, until the zucchini is dry. (The
shallot and garlic will be soft and
golden and the zucchini will have
released its juices.) Place in a bowl
and set aside to cool.

In a medium sized bowl combine
the tomatoes and basil with the
cashew creme.  Add the cooled zuc-
chini mixture and stir until well
mixed. Place in the prepared pie
crust and fold the extra pastry
around the edge down over the fill-
ing all around. This will be very rus-
tic looking; it needn’t have perfect
edges. Place in preheated oven and
bake for 10 minutes; then reduce
heat to 350 degrees and bake for
another 30-40 minutes, until the top
is golden and the filling is firm.

Betsy Naselli owns The Holistic Lifestyle
Company in the Syracuse area.
www.TheHolisticLifestyleCompany.com
The Atlantic Chapter encourages you to move
toward a plant-based diet to protect the environ-
ment, human health and wildlife, and to make
better use of natural resources. To learn more and
receive more recipes, contact the Biodiversity/
Vegetarian Outreach Committee at
LDESTEFANO3@twcny.rr.com, (315) 488-2140 ,
5031 Onondaga Rd., Syracuse, NY 13215-1403 or
go to www.newyork.sierraclub.org/. Click on “Con-
servation” at the top. On the left, see “Environmen-
tal Issues.” Click on “Biodiversity/Vegetarian Out-
reach.”

continued from page 7
beginning gets to set all the terms.
They set the terms for their workers,
for the local communities, and appar-
ently even for the regulatory agencies.

A renewable energy economy is a
threat to that model. Since no one
can control access to the sun or the
wind, the wealth is more likely to
flow to whoever does the work of
harnessing that energy, and therefore
to create a more distributed eco-
nomic system, which leads to a more
distributed political system.

...this is a case about the right of
citizens to challenge the government.
The U.S. Attorney’s office makes
clear that their interest is not only to
punish me for doing so, but to dis-
courage others from challenging the
government, even when the govern-
ment is acting inappropriately....

Those who...follow my actions
understand that we are on a path
toward catastrophic consequences
of climate change. They know their
future, and the future of their loved
ones, is on the line.  And they know
we are running out of time to turn
things around. The closer we get to
that point where it’s too late, the less
people have to lose by fighting back.

The people who are committed to

fighting for a livable future will not
be discouraged or intimidated by
anything that happens here today.
And neither will I. ...I don’t mean
that in any sort of disrespectful way
at all, but you don’t have that author-
ity. You have authority over my life,
but not my principles. Those are
mine alone.

I’m not saying any of this to ask
you for mercy, but to ask you to join
me. If you...believe that your role is
to discourage citizens from holding
their government accountable, then
you should...lock me away. I certainly
don’t want that. ...I want you to join
me in valuing this country’s rich his-
tory of nonviolent civil disobedience.

If you share those values but think
my tactics are mistaken, you have the
power to redirect them. You can sen-
tence me to a wide range of commu-
nity service....

At this point of unimaginable
threats on the horizon, this is what
hope looks like. In these times of a
morally bankrupt government that
has sold out its principles, this is
what patriotism looks like. With
countless lives on the line, this is
what love looks like, and it will only
grow. The choice you are making
today is what side are you on.

Activist Tim DeChristopher speaks out
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Rochester
Fracking, forum and flora among Group’s activities

It was a busy spring and summer for our Rochester Regional Group:
About 200 attended our 13th Annual Environmental Forum, “Sustainable

Production: Rochester’s Leading Edge,” to hear two globally recognized busi-
ness leaders who call Rochester home.

We’ve been extremely busy on the hydrofracking issue: We conducted 8
showings of Gasland for about over 200 people, are growing our Action Alert
list and using it to announce opportunities for Action, and we participated in
the Chapter’s Lobby Day with visits to about eight state legislators.

Our Great Lakes Committee has lobbied Congress and our State legislature
to implement elements of the Great Lakes–St. Lawrence River Basin Compact,
such as the Water Withdrawal Bill.  On a local level, they will be hosting com-
munity movies on water quality, scarcity, and privatization.

Our Transportation Committee has been working with local bicycling advo-
cates to add climate change as another reason to make Rochester a more bi-
cycle-friendly community.

Our Wetlands Committee is a driving force behind a community organiza-
tion that obtained a $20K DEC grant to naturalize a beloved creek that travels
through a public school campus; this is exciting because has engaged students,
teachers, residents, small business owners, and more so successfully.

Similarly, we are part of a community organization called Friends of Wash-
ington Grove that is removing invasive species and planting native flora in a
much beloved city park. Thanks to this project, 27 folks came out on a Satur-
day for a lesson on plant identification. Thank you to the Chapter for a grant
that helped us to purchase native trees for this project!

Finally, our Zero Waste Committee had a big win when Monroe County re-
cently announced that as of June 1, it is finally facilitating recycling of plastics

Group Roundup

✁

The Elections Committee strongly encourages you to use an

envelope for returning your ballot. This will greatly decrease the

chances of your ballot being damaged in the mail and not counted!

Choose up to five candidates.
Ballot 1
❑    Arthur Kuypers
❑    Jim Lane
❑   Diane Buxbaum
❑   Erin Heaton
❑   Art Klein
❑   Frank Morris
❑   Hal Bauer
❑   Kate Bartholomew

Choose up to five candidates.
Ballot 2
❑    Arthur Kuypers
❑    Jim Lane
❑   Diane Buxbaum
❑   Erin Heaton
❑   Art Klein
❑   Frank Morris
❑   Hal Bauer
❑   Kate Bartholomew

NOTE: Single memberships use one ballot.
Joint memberships use both ballots.

Atlantic Chapter executive committee
2011 election for at-large delegates
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 continued on page 8

To be eligible to vote in the elec-
tion, you must be a member in
good standing of the Atlantic

Chapter as of the mailing of this
newsletter in the fall of 2011.

Please read all the candidates’
statements on pages 10-11. Indicate
your choices by checking the boxes
next to the candidates’ names on the
ballot on this page. Each member
may fill out only one ballot. Joint
members use both ballots. Ballots
should not be cut or separated.

Each member may vote for up to
five candidates. You may vote for
fewer than five, but voting for more
than five will void your ballot.

DO NOT cover up your mailing
address. It is used to verify that the
ballot is being submitted by an Atlan-
tic Chapter member. It will be re-
moved before the ballots are
counted. Secrecy will be ensured.

Putting your folded ballot in
an envelope is the best way to
send it.  This greatly reduces the
possibility of damage during mailing.
If you don’t use an envelope, please
fold and secure as indicated. Please
TAPE IT—NO STAPLES!

Affix a first-class stamp and mail
to:  Elections Committee, Sierra Club,
Susquehanna Group, PO Box 572,
Endicott, NY 13760.

Members who do not receive a
ballot, or who damage or lose their
ballot, may request a replacement

from Atlantic Chapter office employ-
ees. They will send you a replace-
ment ballot bearing your member-
ship number and the signature of a
Chapter staff member. Only such
replacement ballots sent to you from
Chapter staff will be counted. No
replacement ballots will be issued
after December 15, 2011.

#3-7, in addition to numbers 1 and 2, in response to significant demand from
residents. Congrats, Zero Waste Team!  It’s on to the next Zero Waste challenge.

We’re proud of our successes with these efforts and with engaging con-
cerned members and citizens, and we know that there is a lot more work to
be done.

LINDA ISAACSON FEDELE

Susquehanna
Group promotes ways to reduce carbon footprint

Ways to reduce our carbon footprint, exercise more and save money have
been our themes in the past year’s activities. Our focus is to bring attention to
environmental issues through education, community and political activism,
outreach, outings and monthly meetings with guest speakers exploring a
range of topics.  This year’s invited speakers delivered presentations on “Envi-
ronmental Legislation before the NYS Assembly,” talks by local entrepreneurs
on solar power, geothermal heating and cooling, natural history and environ-
mental travel.

The Susquehanna Group held a public event, linking with the worldwide
350.org and Sierra Club National event, 10-10-10, at the Downtown Bingham-
ton University Center:  “Teach-in to Promote Bicycles as Commute Vehicle and
Reduce Our Oil Footprint and Enjoy Exercise.”  A group bike ride along the
River Trail followed the teach-in. The group bike ride invitation was extended
as an Earth Day activity and to this summer’s group bike rides to local farmers’
markets.

Members participated in City of Binghamton initiatives encouraged by our
progressive mayor, Matt Ryan: a Climate Action Plan, Neighborhood Assemblies,
Shade Tree Commission and Community Gardens; we also led efforts to tem-
per logging plans in Broome County and Town of Vestal parks.

Every year we honor someone who excels in his/her service to and for the
environment. This year the Annual Lynda Spickard award went to Stacy Merola,
former county environmental analyst—a victim of Broome County budgetary
cuts—for engaging in real environmental analysis.

Members participated this spring in: in-district lobbying of three state legis-
lators, in-district lobbying of our state senator for NYS Solar Jobs and Develop-
ment Act, and participated in a press conference with Assemblywoman Donna
Lupardo on passage of Complete Streets Act, as well as presenting comments
at local DEC and EPA hearings.

The Susquehanna Group tabled at four local Earth Day events this spring,
engaging the public in conversation. An exhibit where adults and children

If you have any questions or prob-
lems, contact Chapter staff at 516-
672-8252.  Allow enough time for
your problem or question to be re-
solved before the deadline. Mail your
ballots so that they are received on
or before December 31, 2011. Ballots
will be counted in early January,
2012.


